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Commander’s Report

Greetings American Legion
Family,

Thank you to those who had the
confidence in me and voted me
in as your Commander once
again. | will continue to do the
best | can for our Post. A special
thank you goes to Dennis
Rodenkirch for his great job as
our Adjutant. He will be greatly
missed. Notice on the left side of
the newsletter front page is a list
of our new officers. We thank all
those who have served an office
in the past and those just elected
for stepping up. Being a

volunteer for the American
Legion is rewarding as it serves
our Veterans in a special way.

We must not forget those
volunteers working with the
lounge, hall rentals, music,
funeral luncheons, cleaning,
Honor Guards, kitchen help,
cashiers, and waitresses.
Without them we would not be
able to partake in all we do.

We are planning a little
summer fun for the Post
membership. In August (watch
for the date) we will have a golf
outing at the Par 3 course in
Albion, if we get enough people
involved. Even if you have
never golfed before, please join
us and have a good time trying
it out. There are many of us
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who aren’t pros, believe me.
See below for sign-up.

The other function we would
like to do in late August or
September is have a Post
picnic. Something simple for a
social gathering (watch for the
date). See below for sign-up.

Our proposed library is off to
a good start. Steve Grady
stated we have around 150
books so far. If you have
books, tapes, or magazines
pertaining to military, wars, etc.
and you would like to loan or
give to the Post, it will be
appreciated.

Commander continued on page 2
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Auxiliary News

Hello American Legion Family,

This will be a short newsletter. With my
husband being in and out of the hospital
twice in June, | didn’t have much time to
think about Auxiliary doings He finally
got his defib/pacemaker put in, so | hope
this will help to get him back to his old self
somewhat. It won’t be 100% but it will be
better that it was. Then | was gone to
Pennsylvania for five days to my
grandson’s wedding. This took up most of
the month of June.

Sorry we had to cancel the garage sale.
One reason was that we couldn’t get
enough help. People were on vacation

and people had water in their basements,
after the big rain the night before. Of
course, my husband was having surgery
at that time. Thanks to everyone who did
sign up to help. We will try again next
year. | hope everything will get better for
the rest of the summer.

I would like to thank the girls who
attended the Badger Girl State in June
and came to our July meeting. They were:
Kim Wethal, Maggie Lessor, and Emily
Koshallek. Two that weren’t able to attend
were Carrie Adams and Emily Peterson.
They all enjoyed their time in Oshkosh
and learned a lot about city and state
government. Thanks again girls! We
enjoyed your feedback.

The Auxiliary received $3022 in
donations from the poppy distribution this
year. GOOD WORK EVERYONE! All of
this money will go toward different
Veterans programs.

President continued on page 2
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CALENDER OF EVENTS

July 21 - Legion Breakfast
7:00-11:00 am
July 23 - Legion Dinner — 6:30 pm
August 3 - Blue Moon Karaoke
8:00—-11:00 pm
August 17 - Jessie Walker —8:00 — 11:00 pm
August 18 - Legion Breakfast
7:00-11:00 am
August 27 - Legion Dinner — 6:30 pm

Event Pricing
Post Dinner: 6:30 pm $11.00

Breakfast: 7:00-11:00 am
$8.00 adults, $4.00 children

CHAPLAIN’S CORNER

We do not have to become heroes overnight.
Just one step at a time, meeting each thing that
comes up...discovering we have the strength to
stare it down.

Eleanor Roosevelt

If you know of anyone who is hospitalized, or in
need, please contact Rich Fries at 608.273.8758.

Quilting by the River Friends

The Quilting by the River Friends group will not
have a business meeting in August. The group will
hold a summer monthly work day on Wednesday,

August 21 from 9:00 am to 3:00 pm. All events will be
held at the American Legion Post 59, 803 N. Page St,

Stoughton, WI. For more information, please contact
Karen Lapidakis, co-chairperson, at 608.873.5100.
Thank you.

Angela Vitcenda

Commander continued from page 1

One last thing | would like for people to keep in mind
while they are in conversation at the Post is to keep
racial remarks to themselves. We now have many
nationalities in our community and they are all
welcome.

Thank you,
Commander Sonny

P.S.
The sign-up for the golf outing and picnic are on the
next page.

President continued from page 1

Doug Olson won the raffle at the June breakfast,
which was two fish dinners. Congratulations Doug!

At the July breakfast we will be having a barbeque
raffle. There will be a rack of ribs and other BBQ
items.

Hope everyone will enjoy the rest of the summer.
Stay healthy, safe, and happy.

Mission Statement: Auxiliary is to provide for
today’s needs, while being advocates for a brighter
future.

President
Marlene

A Touch of Humor

A little boy was waiting for his mother to come out
of the grocery store.

As he waited, he was approached by a man who
asked, "Son can you tell me where the Post Office
is?"

The little boy replied, "Sure! Just go straight down
this street a coupla blocks and turn to turn to your
right."

The man thanked the boy kindly and said, "I'm the
new Pastor in town. I'd like for you to come to
Church on Sunday. I'll show you how to get to
Heaven."

The little boy replied with a chuckle, "Awww,
come on. You don't even know the way to the Post
Office."

Hall Rentals

Call Julie Nygaard at 608.333.9577


tel:608-273-8758
tel:608-333-9577
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Joe Lempa (right) receives the Purple Heart plaque from
Bud Erickson at the Legion dinner on June 25, 2013

Purple Heart Recipient Joe Lempa

Joseph S. Lempa entered the Marine Corps right out of
high school at age 18. He chose the Corps because he
felt he would have a better chance of advanced training
and education. After eight weeks of boot camp in San
Diego, his advanced training consisted of four weeks of
advanced infantry training followed by two weeks of
machine gun training. He was then sent to Vietnam as a
machine gunner.

Dong Ha, Quang Tri, and The Rock Pile were three of
the bases in the combat zone where Joe saw action. He
was then assigned to Con Thein, north of Da Nang near
the Demilitarized Zone between North and South Vietnam.
On September 12, 1967, the North Vietnamese army
attacked from all directions firing heavy mortar, rockets,
and artillery shells.

Many of the Marines and their officers were either killed
or seriously wounded. Nineteen-year-old Joe Lempa kept
firing his machine gun, while at the same time kept
shouting orders to the kids fighting with him. An incoming
artillery barrage landed near Joe, exploded, and hit him in
the left arm with shrapnel. U.S. Corpsmen treated the
wounds in a field hospital and Joe returned to action.

Joe was in Vietnam a total of 13 months, eight days.

Lance Corporal Joseph S. Lempa was discharged from
the Marine Corps on May 9, 1968 at age 20.

Joe lives in Oregon with his wife Pat. He is a member of
Post 59 and is past commander of VFW Post 328.

Joe, thanks for serving!

V>

Post Summer Activities Sign-up

These functions are for Legion Members, their families,
and friends. They will be close together this year but if
successful we would spread them out next year.

Golf outing: Just for fun—Par 3 Creekview in Albion.
Cost $11 for 9 holes, extra for a golf cart.
Return this with your

Name

Phone Number

How many will play

If we get enough people we will call you and give you a
date and time. Will be held in early August on a Monday or
Tuesday.

End of summer picnic
Cost $6 or$7 per person—probably on a Wednesday night
in the middle of August. Also, a small program showing a
DVD of WWII, singers, dancers, radio show, and some
WWII newsreel footage will be shown.
Food: ham sandwiches, potato salad, beans etc.
Return this with your

Name

Phone Number

Number of people who will attend

Just cut out and fill in the blanks if you are going to attend
one or both and leave it in the office door holder or slip it
under the door or you can mail it back. Please have them
back by Aug 4th.

Thank you.

SAL Elections

All SAL members are requested to attend the

Tuesday, July 30 meeting, 7:00 pm

at the Post to elect officers for the coming year.
It is very important that all members attend.




Victor A. Duesel

“Vic” as he is most commonly known was
born in Ft. Wayne, IN on May 17, 1948. His
father migrated to Indiana from Germany in
1923. He spent his early years growing up in Ft.
Wayne and graduating from Concordia Luther
High School. He got his first experience with the
Military High School. Concordia was a co-ed
parochial high school with military training. In the
60’s military training was mandatory for every
male attending Concordia during their freshman
and sophomore years. Vic was on their rifle
team and precision drill team. He graduated in
1966. Right out of high school he started
working for BF Goodrich Tire Co. in Woodburn,
IN. He built commercial and military tires in their
factory until he got drafted in April 1967. He
reported to Ft. Campbell, KY for his basic
training. After basic training he was shipped to
Ft. Knox, KY for Supply School and Vietnam
orientation. After graduation he got a 17-day
leave before reporting to Oakland Army Base for
deplyment to Vietnam. After three days of doing
details at Oakland, he received his orders to
report to the 90th Replacement Co. in Bien Hoa,
Vietnam. Everybody on his flight was bussed to
a warehouse on Oakland Army Base to await
their flight. They were not allowed to leave the

Membership Report
On-line Membership Renewal

All Legion members may renew their
membership on-line through
www.legion.org/renew. Members can renew
using a credit card and print a temporary card.

Automatic Membership Renewals

Members now have the option of setting their
on-line account for annual automatic renewal.
Once a member sets their account, their dues
will be automatically charged to their debit/credit
card on or around July 15 of each new
membership year. Just go to
www.legion.org/renew. Click on "Renew Now"
and follow the directions. It's fast and easy.

Dennis Rodenkirch
American Legion Post 59
608.438.8768
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warehouse. There were bunks and a whole wall
of phones to call home before leaving. At about
midnight a bus picked them up and drove
through Oakland to an airstrip where there was
Braniff International plane waiting for them. They
didn’t know where they were. They took off and
their first stop was Anchorage, AK; the next stop
was Honolulu, HI; then to Clark Air Force Base
in the Philippines. After taking off from the
Philippines they flew to Saigon. Their plane
could not land when it got there because the
Saigon Air Field was being rocketed. He
remembers the pilot told them that if he didn’t
get clearance to land soon that he would have to
return to the Philippines as fuel was running low.
A few minutes later he got clearance to land.
When they landed, MP’s quickly hustled them off
the plane and into bunkers. When the last man
exited, soldiers who were going home ran out of
another bunker toward the plane. They passed
each other. Their duffle bags were dumped on
the runway and shoved to the middle of the
airstrip as the soldiers going home duffle bags
were loaded. In just a few minutes that jet was
taking off with the guys going home.

Continued on page 5

AMERICAN LEGION BAR
803 N. Page St. Stoughton, WI

Open to the Public

Bar open to serve you Wednesday - Sunday

Wednesday & Thursday: 3:00 pm or later
Friday: 3 - 10 pm or later

Saturday: Noon — 10 pm or later

Sunday: 11:30 am — 6 pm or later

Wednesday Ladies Night
$.50 off any Ladies drinks


http://www.legion.org/renew
http://www.legion.org/renew
tel:608-438-8768
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Continued from page 4

The stewardesses and crew on the jet stayed seat
belted to their seats the whole time that the plane was
being unloaded and loaded. The new guys were kept
in the bunkers for about an hour until the all clear was
given. Then they loaded them on busses with wire over
the windows and drove them to the 90th Replacement
Company in Bien Hoa. There they spent two more
days doing details and waiting for assignment. Vic
remembers his first night there. At about 1 am Viet
Cong attacked the camp. All of the replacement
soldiers were hustled to bunkers once again. Vic could
hear small arms fire and see flares going off all over
the place. None of the new guys had a weapon yet,
because weapons weren't issued until you got to your
unit. Sitting in that bunker with all the crap going on
outside was pretty scary. The next day they got orders
for their new assignments and were loaded on C-130’s
and flown north. Vic’s assignment was with the HHC
45th Engineer Group in Qui Nhon. The C-130 landed in
Qui Nhon and that is where about six or seven new
guys got off. They were picked up by truck and driven
to the base camp.

Victor A. Duesel

After getting there they were assigned hooch and
issued a flak vest, weapon, and ammunition. They
spent the rest of the day settling in. The next day they
met their commander, first sergeant, and section
leaders. They started putting everybody to work right
away. They didn’t have a slot for Vic so they sent him
to M-79 grenade launcher training. They sent Vic and a
couple of other new guys to the field. They patrolled
engineer work sites watching for snipers while the
construction engineers built roads. Vic also pulled
guard duty at night on the base camp and also drove
trucks during the day hauling supplies. Vic had to learn
where everything was between Qui Nhon and Pleiku.
This served as valuable information for a later

assignment. In January 1968 during the TET
Offensive, Vic’s unit was tagged to move north to the
Hai Van Pass to help the Marines open and rebuild the
pass. This pass was vital to moving supplies to the
northern cities and base camps. When opened, over
1,500 vehicles a day went through that pass. It was
known as the ant hill during TET. TET was raging. His
unit had to go by LST. An LST was a ship that could
take troops and equipment by sea. They loaded all of
their vehicles and equipment on LST’s and went to Da
Nang. Going by road was impossible at the time. They
off-loaded in Da Nang and convoyed to the First
Marine Division base camp near the foot of the Hai
Van Pass. They were supposed to go further north to
Phu Bai but the pass wasn’t open yet. It was closed for
almost 30 days. When the pass was opened and
secured, Vic’s unit then convoyed to Phu Bai near Hue.
They shared an Army base camp with some depot and
maintenance units about a mile or two from Camp
Eagle where the 101st Airborne was stationed. Vic’s
unit provided engineer support for the 101st. With all
the moving around, they had problems getting
supplies. Several parts unique to engineer equipment
weren’t getting to Vic’s unit. The supply depots in The
United States sent them several messages saying that
supplies they ordered had been shipped, however,
Vic’s unit was not getting them. This is where Vic’s
knowledge of the Qui Nhon area came in handy. Vic
was put on temporary duty and sent to the 1st Logistics
Command Depot in Qui Nhon. They issued him a 2-1/2
ton truck with a connex box banded to it. They gave
him access to all of their depots from Qui Nhon to
Pleiku to look for missing engineer parts. He would
attach himself to a convoy each day and search
different depots. Low and behold he found all kinds of
engineer parts lying around depots that were missing.
Many of them had lost their tags and labels and the
depot personnel didn’t know what they were or where
they were supposed to go. He would then truck them to
the deep-water pier in Qui Nhon and get them shipped
to his unit by LST. One day his convoy came under
small arms fire. The convoy had stopped. Vic and
several other drivers got out of their trucks, grabbed
their weapons, and moved along the convoy to see
what they could do to help. Vic had his M-79 grenade
launcher with him. When they could see where the fire
was coming from, Vic shot a grenade in that general
area. The firing stopped and several VC were seen
running away. An infantry squad was operating in that
area and took over from there. The convoy continued
onward.

Submitted by Evelyn Kahl

To be continued next issue
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The American Bald Eagle

The bald eagle has been the national bird of the United States since 1782, when it was placed with outspread wings on the
Great Seal of our country. It appears in many government institutions and on official documents, making it the most pictured
bird in all of America. The eagle appears on the president’s flag, the mace of the House of Representatives, military insignia,
and billions of one-dollar bills.

The bald eagle first appeared as an American symbol on a Massachusetts copper cent coined in 1776. Since then it has
appeared on the reverse side of many U.S. coins, notably the silver dollar, halfdollar and quarter, as well as the gold coins
which were christened the eagle, half eagle, quarter eagle, and double eagle.

For six years, the members of Congress held a bitter dispute over what the national emblem should be. It wasn’t until 1789
that the bald eagle was finally chosen to represent the new nation.

One of the most prominent opponents to the bald eagle’s status was Benjamin Franklin. In a letter to a friend, Franklin wrote:
| wish the bald eagle had not been chosen as the representative of our country; he is a bird of bad moral
character; like those among men who live by sharping and robbing, he is generally poor, and often very
lousy. The turkey is a much more respectable bird and withal a true, original native of America.

But not all of Congress shared Franklin’s sentiments. Bald eagles, like other eagles worldwide, had been seen by many as
symbols of strength, courage, freedom and immortality for generations. And, unlike other eagles, the bald eagle was
indigenous only to North America.

Some eagles have become notable in American history. “Old Abe,” the mascot of a Wisconsin regiment during the Civil War,
was a constant target of enemy riflemen, but survived 42 battle engagements relatively unscathed.

Today, the American bald eagle is protected under the National Emblem Act of 1940. Although once plentiful throughout the
continental United States, the bald eagle population has greatly declined in recent times. Farmers and fishermen have killed
many eagles for getting too close to their poultry or fishing nets; game keepers have captured them for falconry; and
pesticides have killed many eagles. Most of the bald eagle population can now be found in northern regions of North America
and Florida breeding sanctuaries.

President John F. Kennedy wrote to the Audubon Society:
The Founding Fathers made an appropriate choice when they selected the bald eagle as the emblem of the nation.
The fierce beauty and proud independence of this great bird aptly symbolizes the strength and freedom of America.
But as latter-day citizens we shall fail our trust if we permit the eagle to disappear.

Courtesy of the US Department of Veterans Affairs — Celebrating America’s Freedoms
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Laurie Dybevik — Pre-Planning
Jodi Corbit, Jim Dupor, Pete Gunderson
Dale Holzhuter, Mike Smits — Funeral Directors
Paul Selbo, Herb Gundlach
Larry & Sharon Ambrose — Service Assistants

Gundefs“on

Funeral and Cremation Care

We take care e
of every detail.
A‘t

Ansay s ASSOCIATES
FUNERAL & CREMATION SERVICE Insurance & b tit Solutions
smuce 120

Thc Hours:

We’re Here for You. - Ay T an A

sSunday 3 am-2pm
(€E0S) S73-€717

West Madison East Madison
Middleton Sun Prairie Waunakee
McFarland Stoughton Deerfield

sSmicke Free
'Envicrnment

mm—— Come Jcin Us for Dinner

Restaurant =ren -
www.CressFuneralService.com Ue. e ] "%

( il Greater Insurance Service

414 Atlas Avenue
Madison, WI 53714

DANIELLE OTT

Commercial Sales

Cell: 608-235-0014

Office: 608-221-3996 Toll Free: 800-747-4472 Fax: 608-221-0484

E-mail: danielleo @ greaterinsurance.com

SENSIBLE Eldon L. Anderson
COMPUTER 1060 West Main St.

SOLUTIONS  Stoughton.WI 53589
Phone: (608) 873-5134

LIHOME

SAVINGS BANK

400 W. Main Street * Stoughton
home-savings.com + 282.6160

Custom Built Computers 140 West Street Wf

Computer Repair/Tunc-ups ” "
Hardware/Software Upgrades v/ Frame & Unibody Repair
House Calls by Appointment Insurance Work
Microsoft v/, Show Quality Paint Jobs
CERTIFIED v Expert Color Matching
; v/ Fiberglass Repair
Email: scs.consulting@charter.net “ 608.877.1907 v/ Glasurit Paint

www.scsconsultingservice.com / For computerized estimates on all makss ¢ mdels Joff Gassen

Thomas M. Fendrick
Financial Advisor

Edward Jones

MAKING SENSE OF INVESTING

1609 Hwy 51/138

Suite 102

Stoughton, WI 53589

Bus. 608-873-8502 Fax 877-222-4313
TF. 888-873-8550
www.edwardjones.com

7/ s 4 17, Local Representative Myron Sime
w4 e Stoughton & Consultant
Help Is Just Around The Corner-. Surrounding Area Res. (608) 873-9290

WHERE ALL YOUR RENTAL
NEEDS ARE MET ARCHIE MONUMENTS INC
Since 1865
1415 Hwy. 51-138
S(clé%r;lcé‘;.;‘;lissﬁsag Main Office/Showroom
5 o 2 Miles South of

P.O. Box 10
Watertown, W1 53004 yaterton on Gwy- 26

AUTOMOTIVE
SERVICE & REPAIR 608-873-8800 &

1324 Hwy 51-138

Stoughton, WI 53589

Phone 608-873-8800

Fax 608-873-8822
www.conantauto.com

Joe & Erin Conant - Owners

Friend of the Legion, Sponsor of the Month

Hanson Electronics Hanson Electronics
22-C115 22-C403

Jackson St. B13E. Mam St.
Stoughton, W1 53589 Evansville, W1 53536
608-877-9548 608-882-0680
d » ,

. .

4R US Cellular RadioShack.

" awrmesizes asear A Division of Tandy Corporation
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Swiss Steak, Mashed Potatoes/Gravy, Cole Slaw,
and Baked Green Beans with Mushroom Soup
July 23, 6:30 pm

DEADLINE FOR ARTICLES THE 8™ OF EACH MONTH
VISIT THE POST WEBSITE AT POST59.0RG Post e-mail AmericanLegionPost59@ TDS.net
Editors CIliff Maerz and Tim Carter: C_Maerz@msn.com



