
and 

clear the tables.  I bet with their 

sore backs and legs, they would 

love to sit down and have a cold 

one!  Give them a break, they 

need it and deserve it. 

   At our last dinner I proposed we 

take up a collection for Andy & 

Tammy Toso.  Tammy has been 

diagnosed with cancer.  Through 

your generosity and money from 

the Honor Guard, Auxiliary and 

outside donations from other 

members, I delivered a check for 

$800.00 and a cancer quilt from 

Saving Thyme to the Toso’s.  I 

received a “Thank You” card I’d 

like to share with all of you: 

   “To the American Legion – 

Thank you all so much for your 

generosity, well wishes, and 

prayers.  This is the path the Lord 

has set for my wife and I, and we 

trust in him.  I am proud to have 

you all as fellow Legionnaires and 

honored to call you my friends.  In 

admiration, Andy and Tammy Toso 

family.” 

 

Commander Bill 

     Spring is just around the 

corner, with all this rain and 

warmer weather.  I certainly 

am anxious to get out and do 

some spring time fishing.  Time 

sure does fly! 

  Thanks to Dennis Rodenkirch, 

one of our newer members, for 

working on our website.  He 

has been doing a great job on 

this, take a look at this and 

make any comments or sug-

gestions you may have. 

   We have had several new 

members join our Post lately.  

Last I heard we were up to 326 

members!  Some of them are 

not familiar with our 

“practices” during the dinner 

night, and are perhaps don’t 

want to ask.  We have raffles 

to support some of our differ-

ent functions. For instance, our 

“turkey raffle” funds are set 

aside for veterans or their fam-

ily only.  Our “50/50” drawing 

on dinner night goes into our 

general account.  The ticket 

you buy when you purchase your 

meal is for the refreshments and 2 

meal certificates that we give away 

each month.  So contribute to the 

raffles, you might just be that 

“Lucky Winner” and not go home 

empty handed! 

    We had our first Memorial Day 

parade meeting, I wish there 

would’ve been more there.  As al-

ways, when the word gets out for 

the manual labor, YOU the mem-

bers of our Post and the VFW will 

get the work done.  Our next meet-

ing will be April 14, 7:00 p.m. at our 

Post. 

   You are going to get sick of hear-

ing this, but elections are coming 

up and we need new faces and 

ideas for the Post.  Some of these 

positions require very little of your 

time.  If you get a position and you 

need help, there are plenty of us to 

lend a hand, all you’ll need to do is 

ask.  Please give it some serious 

consideration. 

   We need people to help clean the 

tables and straighten up the dining 

room after our meals.  There is no 

reason that JC and some of the 

others spend all day cooking, peel-

ing potatoes and preparing the 

meal, then they have to come out 
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  Hello everyone. The bar is do-

ing really well. 

  On Sunday March 15th the City of Stough-

ton street department  hosted a retirement 

party for two of its crew. We used our new-

est addition, a keg cooler. We hope this will 

allow us to give hall rentals the opportunity 

to have tap beer. 

  We are still in need for more volunteer 

bartenders, as we hope to expand our days 

of operation, Talk to Joe, Archie or Bill 

Bar  

     Banter: 

about obtaining training course and proce-

dure for getting your operators license. 

 We would also like to see more of 

you come down and enjoy our facilities. We 

can use your support as this a good way to 

help the post meet its monthly obligations. 

 We are also in the process of having 

a phone line installed. This is a necessity for 

security reasons and we will then be able to 

get our computer online. 

 Thanks to all. Archie, Joe and Bill 

POST WEBSITE: POST59.ORG 



Hello Auxiliary Members, 

Where has the past month gone? 

I know it went quickly because it was sev-

eral days short. And also everyone has 

been very busy. The Auxiliary Lunch Com-

mittee has been very active the past few 

weeks. Active enough for them to sepa-

rated the Funeral Lunch Account from the 

Auxiliary’s General Fund. This will accom-

plish several things. It will give these very 

hard working ladies a working capital with 

which to purchase food, supplies, and etc. 

that they need for the lunches. This also 

gives them an organizational account to 

use for these purchases, where they were 

previously using their own credit cards 

and bank accounts, then requesting reim-

bursement after the Funeral Home and/or 

family paid for services rendered. This 

was getting to be quite messy with several 

funerals a week! 

Thank you, to all who have been 

helping with the Funeral Lunches. There 

have been two shifts of volunteers. First 

shift has been setting up, preparing and 

serving food. The second shift has been 

serving food and cleaning up. This seems 

to be working well, since working the 

whole Lunch shift can be very exhausting 

for some of these ladies. 

Please continue to help when able. Even 

a few hours are much appreciated! And 

don’t forget to keep bringing in those 

“take home” containers. We must also re-

member the Legion members that are al-

ways there to help, whether it be helping 

with set up, clean up or having the bar 

open and available; THANK YOU! 

Thursday March 26th is the date of 

the Dane County Al and ALA Meetings that 

will be held here. This is a potluck, the Unit 

will be providing BB-Q’s and buns the Post 

will be providing the Birthday Cake, as it is 

the month of the Legion’s Birthday. The 

Dane County Auxiliary is also sponsoring a 

Bake Sale to raise money for Leo Endres’s 

campaign fund. Leo is running for the of-

fice of the Legion State Commander. 

Please come to County Meeting/Pot Luck 

and bring priced baked goods for the bake 

sale. All Post and Auxiliary members are 

invited and welcome to attend! (Don’t for-

get a few extra dollars to purchase some 

delectable goodies!) 

At our March 9th monthly meeting 

we welcomed new member, Connie Greif-

shiem. We also had 5 Junior members in 

attendance. While the Senior (Adult) mem-

bers met, the Junior’s put the address and 

return address labels on the “Poppy” enve-

lopes that will go into the April Newsletter. 

Thank you and Great job, girls! We are very 

fortunate to have you girls with us! 

If anyone has any community ser-

vice hours please call me, Ellen @ 843-

7850 or Lori @ 877-9918 and let us know 

Auxiliar
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your name, number of hours, what 

you did, and approximate time 

frame. We are getting ready to do 

annual reports for District and De-

partment, and we need these num-

bers as soon as possible. If you cut 

coupons, distributed Poppies, 

worked a Breakfast or Funeral, 

helped with a Dinner, or if you’re no 

sure, call one of and ask. 

Date to remember:  

March 26th (Thurs.) Dane 

Co. AL/ALA Pot Luck Dinner Meet-

ing & Bake Sale  

Set up @ 5:00pm Pot Luck 

Dinner Meeting @ 7:00pm 

**Also need help for clean up 

April 13th   (Monday) ALA Monthly 

Meeting 

April 19th Breakfast 

April 25th (Saturday) Third Dist. 

Spring Conference @ Post 245 

Cross Plains, WI  

God Bless America, and all who 

protect Her! 

President Ellen 

P.S.   Keep the coupons coming! 

They can be left on the table in the 

Auxiliary Room. Our Service Fami-

lies thank you! 

Legion Riders Raffle to Benefit the Legacy Scholarship Fund 

The American Legion Riders of 3rd District are hosting the 2nd annual raffle to benefit the Legacy Scholarship Fund. 

Last year this raffle raised almost $5,500 which was part of the over $12,000 the state of Wisconsin donated to the Legacy 

Scholarship on the floor of the National Convention. 

The Legion Riders are asking for your help to make this raffle and Wisconsin’s overall donation an even larger success. 

Soon members of Post 59 will receive 5 raffle tickets in the mail.  The cost of the tickets are $5 each or 5 for $20.  The prizes 

are First Prize $1,000, second $500, third $250, fourth $100 and fifth through seventh $50. 

We are hoping you will purchase the 5 raffle tickets mailed to you.  Even in these challenging economic times, children are still 

in desperate need for these scholarships even more so now than ever. 

If you would like additional tickets for yourself or to sell to friends, family or co-workers, please contact Bob Lloyd. 

Thank you for your support of the children in need and of this American Legion program 

 

Bob Lloyd 

President, 3rd District American Legion Riders Association 

1611 Moline Street 

Stoughton, WI 53589 

Lloyd2364@sbcglobal.net 

608-873-5926 

mailto:Lloyd2364@sbcglobal.net
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 

8 9Post Meeting at 

7PM 
10 11 12 13Fish Fry at 

Waunakee 5-8 
14Breakfast 

Post 501 7-11 

15Post Breakfast 

7-Noon 
16 17 18 19 20Fish Fry at 

Post 481 
21 

22 23 24Post dinner 7 

PM   
25 26County Meet-

ing @ Stoughton 7p 

27 28 

29 30 31     
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ing @  

24 253RD Dist  Spring 

Conf. Cross Plains 

26 27 28Post dinner 7 

PM   
29 30   
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  As of March 9 2009 we stand 

at 327 members. This puts us at 

111%  of our goal of 293. This is 

exceptional. Thanks to all who 

made this possible. 

   We are the top post in District 

3 of posts over 200. 

  Dane county is 2nd in the dis-

trict at 96.27% District 3 is 2nd 

in the state at 92.99% Cross 

plains is at 100% and have 196 

paid. Darlington is at 100% and 

Membership have 214 paid. 

  These posts are working hard to 

achieve 110% for the year by June 

1st so we will have to donate 

$50.00 for each post to Leo En-

dres’ campaign fund as he runs 

for State Commander. 

   Hope we have to pay. Keep up 

the good work. Never stop recruit-

ing. 

 

Archie Christensen: Membership 

Chairman 

  

The word is getting out regarding our hall rental.  

We have had funerals, a music jam session, Christ-

mas and birthday parties.  We now have a portable 

dance floor as well.  We are now getting wedding 

receptions and anniversary bookings also. How 

about those family and class reunions coming up 

this summer?  Book your dates now before our cal-

endar gets full. We have a wonderful kitchen and 

bar.  We can hold approximately 15O people in our 

dining area. For more information, contact Linda 

Swangstu at 608-873-9428 or 608-577-7428. 

LEGION HALL AVALIABLE 

FOR RENTALS 

CHAPLAINS CORNER 

If you know of anyone who is hospitalized, or in need please contact Monte at 873-4020. 

    Louise Redden, a poorly dressed lady with a look of defeat on her face, walked into a grocery store. She approached the 

owner of the store in a most humble manner and asked if he would let her charge a few groceries. She softly explained that 

her husband was very ill and unable to work, they had seven children and they needed food.     John Longhouse, the grocer, 

scoffed at her and requested that she leave his store at once. Visualizing the family needs, she said, "please sir I will bring you 

the money just as soon as I can". John told her he could not give her credit, since she did not have a charge account at his 

store.     Standing beside the counter was a customer who overheard the conversation between the two. The customer walked 

forward and told the grocer that he would stand good for whatever she needed for her family.     The grocer said in a very re-

luctant voice, Do you have a grocery list? Louise replied, Yes sir. "OK he said, put your grocery list on the scales and whatever 

your grocery list weighs, I will give you that amount in groceries".     Louise, hesitated a moment with a bowed head, then she 

reach into her purse and took out a piece of paper and scribbled something on it. She then laid the piece of paper on the 

scale carefully with her head still bowed.     The eyes of the grocer and the customer showed a amazement when the scales 

went down and stayed down. The grocer, staring at the scales, turned slowly to the customer and said begrudgingly, "I can't 

believe it". The customer smiled and the grocer started putting the groceries on the other side of the scales. The scale did not 

balance so he continued to put more and more groceries on them until the scales wouldn't hold no more.      The grocer stood 

there in utter disgust. Finally, he grabbed the piece of paper from the scales and looked at it with greater amazement. It was 

not a grocery list, it was a prayer, which said "Dear Lord you know my needs and I am leaving this in your hands". The grocer 

gave her the groceries that he had gathered and stood in stunned silence. Louise thanked him and left the store The other 

customer handed a fifty-dollar bill to the grocer and said; "It was worth every penny of it. Only God knows how much a prayer 

weights.   Let us keep in mind all those that are in need during these troubling times, also let us keep those serving our coun-

try in our thoughts and prayers always.  

 

    On Thursday, Feb. 19, we 

lost a great member of our 

Post.  Wayne Buss passed 

away due to complications 

from surgery.  He was our 

Finance Officer for many 

years, but he wore many 

hats, some of which I was 

not aware of as Com-

mander.  He was always 

there to take on another task 

without being 

asked.  Wayne's record keep-

ing was meticulous, Don 

Helmke has been able to 

take over these duties with 

very few questions.  Wayne 

will be missed by his Com-

rades.  Keep his family in your 

thoughts and prayers. 

            Commander Bill 
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 Bring your $$$ and          

 your baked goods. 

         SUPPORT 

 LEO ENDRES 

for State Commander 
County Meeting &  

Legion Birthday Potluck 

March 26th, 6 pm 

At Post 59 
 

 



Page 6 

Veterans $8.00 Monday 10-6:30 

Tuesday 10-6:30 

Wednesday-Closed  

Thursday 10-6:30 

Friday 9-3 

Saturday 9-1 

Sunday Closed 

425 S. 4th Street 

The following is a letter sent to Bob Lloyd by one of our members being deployed: 

 

 

Hello Lloyd, 

  

I am a member in Stoughton and if you could forward this to Commander Bill I would greatly appreciate it., 

   We arrived safely in El Paso Texas area three weeks ago tomorrow and although it is very dry and at times windy I can readily 

appreciate the upper 70’s / low 80’s each and ever day.  Perhaps the increase in temperature is to get us ready for things to 

come towards the end of April or so. 

    Our living and work environment is all in all pleasant and we sleep in newer quarters.   Lower enlisted sleep in a larger dorm 

like area with about 20 Soldier’s per bay, senior enlisted are quartered in about 2 person rooms, I seemed to have gotten 

lucky and actually have a room to myself.  Meals normally have a choice of several entrée’s; beef, pork, chicken or fish then 

short order things from burgers, hot dogs, toasted cheese and the like – no one ever goes hungry.  It is decent but like eating 

in the same restaurant every day for every meal – and no one seems to know how to make a good pot of coffee!  Although we 

are part of Ft Bliss in Texas the actual area we are at is call McGregar and is located in New Mexico, a compound holding 

3,000 plus Soldiers and staff to support us, it was constructed to represent one of the many FOBs (forward operation bases) 

around Iraq with same shaped buildings, shops, routines – right down to a loudspeaker announcing the Islamic call to prayer 

several times a day. In my 23+ years of service this part never ceases to amaze me with the effort, expense, forethought and 

heart.  

    Our training during the days and nights varies greatly as many of the 150 or so common skills for all Soldiers we generally 

completed prior to leaving WI so we just have catch up for those missing odds and ends and the training needed to be done 

with larger groups, and are migrating into specific skills needed once in Iraq.  The trainers are all recent re-deployed Soldier’s 

that volunteered to teach us by the book and from recent lessons learned and tactics evolving, most as recent as this past 

Dec/Jan time frame.  Shortly we should have VTC (video conferencing) with the very troops we will be replacing at the small 

group level so when we do arrive we have familiarity with the current trends and work. 

    Yes, of course we’ve been issued more and then more clothing and personnel gear, with the protective gear each person is 

required to wear it is about the weight of large child on your back for as long and you’re up and about.  It is well balanced and 

you can maneuver well but still is an extra 80 or so pounds, very little skin is exposed.  The body armor has been upgraded 

once again with shoulder, arm, better neck and groin protection and now an extra piece of shield that fits on the lower back of 

my helmet above the back color.  Robocops!!?? 

    All of the Wisconsin troops on board for this mission appear to have very good jobs, we’ll be scattered around the country in 

perhaps 5 or so locations, and while I cannot share exact details feel that I will be safer perhaps than in most US cities  ---

  somewhat a sad thought.  Most of us have deployed before (80% or so) and the experience level is very high, morale is high 

and everyone is serious and directly involved in their training.  This is a good group and is posed for a successful year and mis-

sion. 

   Please send my newsletter to me at the below address, I should be here for another big month or so.  Thank you and God 

Bless. 

  

MSG Andrew Phelps 

Ft Bliss MaD Brigade 

32d JAS G 

Bldg 2453 

Ft Bliss, TX 

79916 
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“SENIOR DISCOUNTS” 

WHERE ALL YOUR RENTAL 

NEEDS ARE MET 

    Local Representatives                                                                           Dale Wetzl 

    Waterloo, Marshall                                                                   Memorial Counseling 

    Sun Prairie &                                                                            Res. (920) 478-3667 

    Surrounding Areas                                                                      1-800-242-9519 

ARCHIE MONUMENTS,INC. 
Since 1865 

26 Different Monuments on Special Monthly 

Large Indoor/Outdoor Display 2 Miles South of Watertown on Hwy 26 

Your Local Contact Myron Sime  608-873-9290 
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Zen for Those Who Take Life Too Seriously: 
On the other hand, you have different fingers. 


