
We 

have had the same officers for 

a long time; they would like a 

break for awhile.  Remember 

the article a few months ago 

about “The Clique”?  Well, now 

is the time to change things 

and become part of your club.  

We need new blood and ideas.  

Last week I had a new member 

come up to me, asking about a 

fish fry on a business meeting 

night to get more members to 

attend.  Great idea Dennis, we 

will try this idea come summer-

time. 

 

Commander Bill 

     What a turnout for our 

annual Holiday meal, and 

our second year to have 

to reschedule it due to the 

winter weather!  We 

served approximately 160 

members and guests.  I 

heard a lot of compli-

ments about the good 

food, the kitchen staff, 

bar staff and the Auxiliary 

members who served in 

the dining room.  THANKS 

TO EVERYONE! 

 History 101.  How 

many of you know how 

our Post came upon its 

name?  When we moved 

out of our old Post (the 

church) we were able to 

store our property in the 

basement of the VFW.  We 

have recently retrieved 

our items, some of which landed 

in the office.  I came upon this 

very old hand-painted picture 

with information written on the 

back.  Turns out it was of Otis 

Stanford Sampson, born Sept. 7, 

1898 and died in 1918.  He was 

the first resident of Stoughton to 

be killed in WWI during the bat-

tle of Meuse Argonne in France.  

He was the son of Andrew and 

Belle Ashakson. 

 May is just around the 

corner, we need to start plan-

ning for Syttende Mai and Me-

morial Day festivities.  This in-

volves both the VFW and Legion, 

along with the Auxiliaries.  We 

need the help for this, please 

come to the meeting scheduled 

for March 3, 2009 at 7:00 p.m. 

at the Legion Post.   Won’t you 

please consider helping out in 

any way, a hand full of workers 

can not do this alone. 

 Elections are right 

around the corner; please con-

sider serving your Post. 
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  Hello fellow Legionnaires. 

Not too much to report this month except 

that the bar has been pretty active, We 

have been open for numerous funerals 

when the Auxiliary has been providing the 

lunches and bar business has been very 

good. Friday Feb, 6th we were surprised by 

a farewell party for a member of the street 

department, and a very active and lively 

group had a good time and the bar did very 

good financially. Hope to have some of 

these people back on a regular basis. 

Bar  

     Banter: 

  Friday nights have been very good, and Sat-

urdays and Sundays are starting to pick up 

as well. Come on down and join in the fun,  

  We are still looking for additional bartend-

ers, if we want to expand our hours. Give 

Archie, Joe or Bill a call if you are interested. 

 If we are to continue to support our post we 

need your participation. 

 Thanks to all. Archie, Joe and Bill 



  Greetings fellow Auxiliary Members, 

    Wow! Can you believe it? We’ve been in 

our “new” N. Page Street home for a little 

over a year now and are approaching the 

one-year anniversary of our 1st official 

function. That would be the March Dane 

County Legion Birthday Meeting. I wasn’t 

able to be there, but I do know the floor 

was still cement, the walls may or may not 

have had been dry walled, and there was 

running water … in the restrooms! And 

don’t forget the bottles and bottles of 

hand sanitizer! I do believe the dinner 

truly was picnic style. Oh, and what Auxil-

iary room? Where? We’ve come a long 

way, Baby! Thank You, to the hard work of 

MANY Legion and Auxiliary members. 

Since that time things have only been go-

ing UP. The bar is doing better all the 

time. The breakfasts are doing well, also. 

It’s nice to be able to provide an afford-

able meal out for some that otherwise 

wouldn’t be able to so, and still come out 

somewhat head. 

   The Auxiliary has started providing a 

Funeral Lunch Service about a month or 

so ago. They are still working on a few 

logistical issues, but never the less, it is 

going better than expected. These won-

derful, hard working ladies are finding it 

most helpful to have two shifts of helpers; 

the 1st shift to set up and serve, the 2nd 

shift to relief serving and clean-up. 

Please call Linda at 873-9428 or 

Marlene at 873-7397 if you have two of 

many hands to lighten the load for just a 

few hours on a week day or week end day. 

They could also always use empty contain-

ers such as deli, sherbet, ice cream, but-

ter/margarine, cottage cheese, etc.  So, 

Please bring them along into the Post when 

you bring or send your clipped coupons in.  

  Coupons, Coupons! Thank you, Thank 

you! There has been a nice response to the 

request for clipped coupons. Keep them 

coming, don’t let the nice weather on the 

horizon stop the coupons. Our Service 

members and families DO NEED them and 

APPRECTIATE them. 

Our Poppies have arrived, and are now 

being fluffed. Watch for more Poppy news. 

Congratulations to Kayla Manhart, on being 

chosen as “Miss Poppy 2009”. Kayla is a 

new Junior Member this year and is the 

granddaughter of Sonny and Linda Swang-

stu.  

   Welcome to our new members; please 

join us March 9th at 7:00 P.M. for our next 

regular meeting. 

 Attention Juniors! Juniors are also 

welcome to the regular Auxiliary meetings. 

During the February meeting there were 

four Junior in attendance. They joined the 

adults for the meeting opening, and then 

broke off to meet on their own for the re-

mainder of the evening. They discussed 

activities for future meetings while making 

Thank You Valentine Cards for the veterans 

at the VA Hospital. The girls decided that 

they would hold a monthly meeting at the 

same time as the Senior Members. Juniors 

Auxiliar
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are always more than welcome to 

meetings. 

  As mentioned above, the Dane Co. 

Meeting will be held here, at Post/

Unit # 59 in March (Thursday the 

26th), as this is the Legion Birthday 

Month. There will also be a Bake 

Sale held be the Co. Auxiliaries to 

raise funds to support Leo Endres 

who is running for State Com-

mander. Leo is a 3rd District Legion 

Member; let’s give Leo a fantastic 

show of support! Pease bring 

wrapped, priced baked goodies, 

and cash to sample something 

new. 

  I will see you all March 9th at the 

next regular meeting. We are start-

ing to roll into our busy time of year, 

so there may be much to learn in a 

short amount of time. 

God Bless America an God Bless us 

all, 

Ellen Curran, President 

Unit #59   

P.S. 

Missing from Auxiliary Room wall: 

An Award with a "Rose" background 

presented to Unit # 59, dated April, 

2008 for obtaining 100% Member-

ship. Also missing from the Auxiliary 

Room are two 3" x 5" typed cards 

that were in the case with the doll. 

These cards told of the doll and 

other background information. It 

would be very much appreciated if 

these items were return immedi-

ately  

Legion Riders Raffle to Benefit the Legacy Scholarship Fund 

The American Legion Riders of 3rd District are hosting the 2nd annual raffle to benefit the Legacy Scholarship Fund. 

Last year this raffle raised almost $5,500 which was part of the over $12,000 the state of Wisconsin donated to the Legacy 

Scholarship on the floor of the National Convention. 

The Legion Riders are asking for your help to make this raffle and Wisconsin’s overall donation an even larger success. 

Soon members of Post 59 will receive 5 raffle tickets in the mail.  The cost of the tickets are $5 each or 5 for $20.  The prizes 

are First Prize $1,000, second $500, third $250, fourth $100 and fifth through seventh $50. 

We are hoping you will purchase the 5 raffle tickets mailed to you.  Even in these challenging economic times, children are still 

in desperate need for these scholarships even more so now than ever. 

If you would like additional tickets for yourself or to sell to friends, family or co-workers, please contact Bob Lloyd. 

Thank you for your support of the children in need and of this American Legion program 

 

Bob Lloyd 

President, 3rd District American Legion Riders Association 

1611 Moline Street 

Stoughton, WI 53589 

Lloyd2364@sbcglobal.net 

608-873-5926 

mailto:Lloyd2364@sbcglobal.net
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14 Chaplains 
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8 9Post Meeting at 

7PM 
10 11 12 13Fish Fry at 

Waunakee 5-8 
14Breakfast 

Post 501 7-11 

15Post Breakfast 

7-Noon 
16 17 18 19 20Fish Fry at 

Post 481 
21 

22 23 24Post dinner 7 

PM   
25 26 27 28 

February 2009 
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7PM 
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Waunakee 5-8 
14Breakfast 

Post 501 7-11 

15Post Breakfast 

7-Noon 
16 17 18 19 20Fish Fry at 

Post 481 
21 

22 23 24Post dinner 7 

PM   
25 26County Meet-

ing @ Stoughton 7p 

27 28 

29 30 31     

March 2009 
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 Things are going just fine. We 

are having a banner year. As of 

Feb 10th we are at 321 mem-

bers.. This puts us at my goal of 

110%  for the year. Thanks to 

everyone who has helped signed 

up 28 new members. This 

makes us the leading post in the 

3rd District. Great job. 

 Post 59 has challenged 

all other posts of over 200 mem-

bers in the 3rd District to match 

this goal. We will pay  $50.00 to 

Leo Endres campaign fund for 

State Commander for any post 

Membership Notes 

that achieves this goal. Challenge 

ends June 1st 2009. 

 Once again thanks to all 

for an excellent job. 

 Archie Christensen, Mem-

bership Chairman   

The word is getting out regarding our hall rental.  

We have had funerals, a music jam session, Christ-

mas and birthday parties.  We now have a portable 

dance floor as well.  We are now getting wedding 

receptions and anniversary bookings also. How 

about those family and class reunions coming up 

this summer?  Book your dates now before our cal-

endar gets full. We have a wonderful kitchen and 

bar.  We can hold approximately 15O people in our 

dining area. For more information, contact Linda 

Swangstu at 608-873-9428 or 608-577-7428. 

LEGION HALL AVALIABLE 

FOR RENTALS 

CHAPLAINS CORNER 

If you know of anyone who is hospitalized, or in need please contact Monte at 873-4020. 

   There was a blind girl who hated herself because she was blind. She hated everyone, except her loving boyfriend. He was al-

ways there for her. She told her boyfriend, “If I could only see the world, I will marry you.” 

   One day, someone donated a pair of eyes to her. When the bandages came off, she was able to see everything, including her 

boyfriend. 

  He asked her, “Now that you can see the world will you marry me?” The girl looked at her boyfriend and saw that he was blind. 

The sight of his closed eyelids shocked her. She hadn’t expected that. The thought of looking at his closed eyelids for the rest of 

her life led her to refuse to marry him. 

  Her boyfriend left in tars and days later wrote a note to her saying, Take good care of your eyes, my dear, before they were 

yours, they were mine.” 

  This is how the human brain often works when our status changes. Only a very few remember what life was like before, and 

who was always by their side in the most painful situations. 

 

         Let us remember that life is a gift. 

 

 Before you say an unkind word, think of someone who can’t speak. 

 Before you complain about the taste of you food, think of someone who has nothing to eat. 

 Before you complain about your husband or wife, think of someone who’s crying out to God for a companion. 

 Before you complain about your life, think of someone who went to early to heaven. 

 And when you are tired and complain about your job, think of the unemployed those who wish they had your job. 

 Before you think of pointing your finger or condemning another, remember that not one of us is without sin. 

 

I extend to all of you God’s blessing an let us not forget those serving our great country today, and those that gave the ultimate 

sacrifice.  

 

 

 

 

THE BLIND GIRL 
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 Bring your $$$ and          

 your baked goods. 

         SUPPORT 

 LEO ENDRES 

for State Commander 
County Meeting &  

Legion Birthday Potluck 

March 26th, 6 pm 

At Post 59 
 

 



Page 6 

   A young guy from Wisconsin moves to Florida and goes to a big  everything-under-one-roof department store looking for a job. 

The Manager says, 'Do you have any sales experience? The kid says 'Yeah. I was a salesman back in Wisconsin.'  

Well, the boss liked the kid and gave him the job. 'You start tomorrow. I'll  come down after we close and see how you did.'  His 

first day on the job was rough, but he got through it.  After the store was locked up, the boss came down. 'How many customers 

bought something from you today?'  

The kid says, 'One.'  

    The boss says, 'Just one? Our sales people average 20 to 30 customers a day.  

How much was the sale for?' The kid says, '$101,237.65.' 

    The boss says, '$101,237.65?! What the heck did you sell?'  

    The kid says, 'First, I sold him a small fish hook. Then I sold him a medium fishhook. Then I sold him a larger fishhook. Then I 

sold him a new fishing rod. Then I asked him where he was going fishing, and he said down the coast, so I told him he was go-

ing to need a boat, so we went down to the boat department, and I sold him a twin engine Chris Craft. Then he said he didn't 

think his Honda Civic would pull it, so I took him down to the automotive department and sold  

him that 4x4 Expedition.' 

   The boss said 'A guy came in here to buy a fish hook and you sold him a BOAT and a TRUCK?'  

   The kid said 'No, the guy came in here to buy Tampons for his wife, and I said, 'Dude, your weekend's shot, you should go 

fishing.' 

EMPLOYEE OF THE DAY 

Top This One For A Speeding Ticket 

Two California Highway Patrol Officers were conducting speeding enforcement on I-15, just north of the Marine Corps Air 

Station at  Miramar . One of the officers was using a hand held radar device to check speeding vehicles approaching the 

crest of a hill.  The officers were suddenly surprised when the radar gun began reading 300 miles per hour. The officer at-

tempted to reset the radar gun, but it would not reset and then turned off.   

Just then a deafening roar over the treetops revealed that the radar had in fact locked on to a USMC F/A-18 Hornet which 

was engaged in a low flying exercise near the location. Back at the CHP Headquarters the Patrol Captain fired off a com-

plaint to the USMC Base Commander. The reply came back in true USMC style: 

     Thank you for your letter.  We can now complete the file on this incident. 

You may be interested to know that the tactical computer in the Hornet had detected the presence of, and subsequently 

locked on to your hostile radar equipment and automatically sent a jamming signal back to it, which is why it shut down. 

Furthermore, an Air-to-Ground missile aboard the fully armed aircraft had also automatically locked on to your equipment 

location. 

Fortunately, the Marine Pilot flying the Hornet recognized the situation for what it was, quickly responded to the missile sys-

tem alert status and was able to override the automated defense system before the missile was launched to destroy the 

hostile radar position. The pilot also suggests you cover your mouths when cussing at them, since the video systems on 

these jets are very high tech. 

Sergeant Johnson, the officer holding the radar gun, should get his dentist to check his left rear molar. It appears the filling 

is loose. Also, the snap is broken on his holster. 

Thank you for your concern. 

  

    Semper Fi 

  Yesterday I was at Wal Mart buying a large bag of Purina dog chow for my loyal pet, Sheriff the Wonder Dog, and was in the 

checkout line when a woman behind me asked if I had a dog. 

   What did she think I had, an elephant? So since I'm retired and have little to do, on impulse I told her that no, I didn't have 

a dog, I was starting the Purina Diet again. I added that I probably shouldn't because I ended up in the hospital last time, but 

that I'd lost 50 pounds before I awakened in an intensive care ward with tubes coming out of most of my orifices and IVs in 

both arms. 

   I told her that it was essentially a perfect diet and that the way that it works is to load your pockets with Purina nuggets 

and simply eat one or two every time you feel hungry. The food is nutritionally complete so it works well and I was going to try 

it again. I have to mention here that practically everyone in line was now enthralled with my story. 

   Horrified, she asked if I ended up in the intensive care because the dog food poisoned me. I told her, 'No, I stepped off a 

curb to sniff a Golden Retriever's butt and a car hit us both.' 

    I thought the guy behind her was going to have a heart attack he was laughing so hard. 

Wal Mart won't let me shop there anymore. 
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Veterans $8.00 
Monday 10-6:30 

Tuesday 10-6:30 

Wednesday-Closed  

Thursday 10-6:30 

Friday 9-3 

Saturday 9-1 

Sunday Closed 

“SENIOR DISCOUNTS” 

WHERE ALL YOUR 

RENTAL NEEDS ARE MET 

425 S. 4th Street 
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Zen for Those Who Take Life Too Seriously: 
A day without sunshine is like, night. 


