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Greetings, 
 

No article this month. 
 

 
2019-2020 Post Officers: 
Front Row (L to R): Jim Oler, Finance Officer; 
Sonny Swangstu, Commander; Steve Grady, 
Historian; Rodger Hanson, Judge Advocate. 
Back Row (L to R): Joshua Holt, Service 
Officer; Larry Johnson, 3rd Vice Commander; 
Ed Nowicki, Chaplain; Doug Nelson, 2nd Vice 
Commander; Dale Seffens, Sgt. At Arms; 
Roger Uttermark, Adjutant.  
Not pictured: Michael Currie, 1st Vice 
Commander. 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
Richard ‘Dick’ Amundson was presented with 
a Veteran Quilt, recognizing and thanking 
him for his service to our country and his 
volunteerism to the Legion. The quilt was 
made by Pat Broadbent (not pictured) and 
presented by Alice Moen (left) and Teresa 
Vike-Kelly (right). 
 

In this Newsletter: July 2019 
Pg.1- Commanders Report. 
Pg.2- Calendar of Events/Legion Bar 
Information 
Pg.3- Sons of the American Legion Report.  

Pg.3-Chaplain’s Corner 
Pg.3- Post Membership Information 
Pg.4- Auxiliary News  
Pg.5– Post News 
Pg.6- Post News  

Pg.7- Legion Sponsors 

 

Monthly Post 
Meeting 
Schedule 

 Legion 
 2nd Monday 
    7:00 pm 

 
   Auxiliary 
1st Monday 
    6:30 pm 

 
Sons of the           

American Legion 
2nd Wednesday                          

7:00 pm 
 

Meetings are held at 
the Post. 

 
All members are 
encouraged to 

attend.  
 



 
 

   

   

   CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
July 4 – Independence Day 

July 12 - Dean’s Blue Country – 7:00-10:00pm 

July 19 – Randy Kiel Acoustic Variety – 7:00-10:00pm 

July 20 – Tiki Bar Grand Opening! 11:30am – 9:00pm 

(All-Star Karaoke starts at 6:00pm) 

July 21 – Dept of Veterans Administration Created (1930) 

July 26 – Jackie Marie & Frank (Lefty) James Country variety 7:00-
10:00pm 

July 27 – CPR/AED Training – 10:00-11:00am (registration required) 

July 27 -  Nat’l Korean War Veterans Armistice Day 

July 28 – Country Jam Session with Mikey Fuss and the Cherokee 
Three 2:00-6:00pm 

July 29 – Anniversary of the Army Chaplain Corps 

August 4 – Coast Guard Birthday 

August 7 – Purple Heart Day 

August 8 – VJ (Victory over Japan) Day (1945) 

August 9 - Dean’s Blue Country – 7:00-10:00pm 

August 23 – Jackie Marie & Frank (Lefty) James Country variety 7:00-
10:00pm 

August 25 – Country Jam Session with Mikey Fuss and the Cherokee 
Three 2:00-6:00pm 

August 29 – Marine Forces Reserve Birthday (2019) 

September 13 - Dean’s Blue Country – 7:00-10:00pm
 

For Upcoming Legion Entertainment, call the Post at 
608.205.9090 for a recorded message or go to post59.us and 

click on the Upcoming Events tab. 
As always, there is no cover charge for Legion Entertainment 

 
EVENT PRICING 

Post Dinner: 6:30pm 
$11.00 

Breakfast: 7:30-11:30am 
$8.00 Adults/$4.00 Children under 10 

 
 

Hall Rentals 

Call  
Polly Stout 608.513.5378 

(Between 8am – 9pm) 

Or email:  
buddycatsonny@yahoo.com 

Payment made directly to Polly Stout 
ONLY 

 

 

 

AMERICAN LEGION BAR 
803 NORTH PAGE STREET – STOUGHTON, WI 

OPEN TO THE PUBLIC 
Bar Open to Serve You: Wednesday – Sunday 

(Monday & Tuesday CLOSED) 
 Wednesday: Open at 3:00pm  
 Thursday: Open at 3:00pm  
 Friday: 3:00-10:00pm or later 
 Saturday: Noon-10:00pm or later 
 Sunday: 11:30am-6:00pm or later  

 
WEDNESDAY IS LADIES NIGHT 

$.50 off any Ladies Drinks 
 

THURSDAY IS THIRSTY THURSDAY 
Bud Light or Miller Light Taps 

12oz.- $1.00 / 16oz.- $1.50 
 

NO FISH FRY UNTIL SEPTEMBER 6, 2019 
 

SATURDAY – MEAT RAFFLE 
2:00 pm 

 To Subscribe to an Email version of The Legion 
Post 

  Visit post59.us and subscribe or just email         
59legionpost@gmail.com and in the subject 
line put subscribe. 
 

   

tel:608-873-9428
mailto:buddycatsonny@yahoo.com


 
 

   

   

CHAPLAIN’S CORNER 

Auxiliary Members: If you know of 
anyone who is hospitalized, or in 
need, please contact Linda 
Swangstu at 608.873.9428. 
 

 
  

No article this month. 
 

Sons of the 
American  

Legion Report 
 

Membership News 
The 2019 membership year is over and the numbers have been certified as final. We 
finished the year having renewed 359 members out of 386 total for 93.01%. I am still 
holding 21 membership cards for people who did not renew their dues yet. It's not too 
late to for them to renew their dues before the new membership year begins. We just 
will not get official credit as a Post as the final numbers have already been turned in and 
our district seating arrangement at State Convention will not change. 

Additionally, these members whose memberships have not been turned in will be 
dropped from the newsletter mailing list. This is probably the last newsletter you will 
get. Our newsletter is reserved for our dues paying members only.  

Last year did not go as hoped as far as membership goes. It certainly did not go as well as 
our post is used to. Post's that grow as fast as we have in recent years sometimes have a 
correction year. We will stay positive and work hard to meet our goal next year. 

One last thought, Basil Sadler and I spend a lot of time working on returned newsletters 
for our snowbirds as we have to research a new address for you when you move back and 
forth or just move addresses. Please try to remember to leave a forwarding address at 
the Post Office both times you move. It is not uncommon to get 10-12 newsletters 
returned when the snowbirds leave and come back. That takes considerable work on our 
part not to mention a first class stamp each time. The costs add up. 

Submitted by Bob Lloyd 
Membership Chairman Post 59 
608-873-5926 Lloyd2364@sbcglobal.net 

         
Get your 100th American Legion Post golf shirt on Sale now at the post! 
Shirts are $35 each and hats are $25. 
Not that often that you can be a part of history and own a 100th anniversary 
item from the American Legion. See any bartender to check out sizes and 
place your shirt order today in time for our 100th anniversary celebration. 
Hats are immediately for sale. 
 

TICKETS PLEASE 
  Soon after our induction into World War II, 
heralded by the bombing of Pearl Harbor, I 
waited for the motor launch from my ship 
amid utter confusion on a dock of Mariveles, a 
small harbor on Bataan just West of 
Corregidor. Nearby, nearly loaded, another 
launch was about to cast off with passengers 
for a Catalina patrol plane. An Army second 
lieutenant was checking their authorizations.  
  A dubious type, dressed only in shorts and a 
baseball cap, climbed out of a jeep and 
dropped into the boat. “Okay, son, you can 
cast off no,” he called to the cox’n.  
  “Hold it,” the checker yelled, “let’s see your 
pass.” 
  “Pass? I guess I got an ID somewhere, but I 
never heard about any pass.” The lieutenant 
quoted a paragraph from his orders, and 
added, “That means just what it says: No pass 
signed by General MacArthur’s headquarters, 
no fly!” 
  The character hadn’t shaved in several days, 
and he scratched his whiskers in thought. 
“Well,” he mused, “I guess you’ve got to carry 
out your orders, lad, but I’m the goddam 
pilot!” 
 
-submitted by Steve Grady 
 

 

mailto:Lloyd2364@sbcglobal.net


 
 

   

   

 
 
 
 

  

Greetings ~ 

During our June meeting, the following members were elected as 2019 – 2020 ALA Officers: Cathy Rigdon 
- President, Amy Hermes - 1st Vice President, Jona Chat - 2nd Vice President, Randi Johnson Hanson - 
Secretary, Linda Schmidt – Treasurer and Linda Swangstu - Chaplin. Thanks to those members for 
volunteering to take on these leadership roles to promote our American Legion Auxiliary and our mission 
to support our veterans! 

In addition to the officers, there are several auxiliary members who take on additional (and many times 
time-consuming) roles. Thanks to Lisa Olson for continuing her role as membership chairperson. Elvera 
Phelps as she visits members who are sick or shut-in. April Vingum who works diligently on the monthly 
newsletter. Sherry Leick and Margo Benson on the funeral committee. Alice Asleson, Alice Moen, Teresa-
Vike Kelly and Pat Broadbent for the hours they spend making the beautiful veterans quilts. Julie Stenjem, 
Melissa Newton, Becky Peura, Shannon (Swangstu) Moungey, Kayla Manhart, and Polly Stout for the hours 
they dedicate as bartenders. Also, a special thanks to Lisa Olson, Linda Schmidt, Randi Hanson Johnson and 
Linda Swangstu for attending many of the planning meetings that have gone on for the last few months.  

There was no meeting in July for the auxiliary members, which gave them a well-deserved rest and time to 
celebrate the 4th of July weekend.  

Although there is a ‘summer’ break from the legion dinners, the Patriotic Stitchers are still working hard 
making quilts to be presented once the legion dinners start up again. 

Lisa Olson proudly announced that our auxiliary reached our 100% membership goal. Wonderful news!!!! 

Thanks to all our ALA members – working together we make a great team!!!!!! 

Cathy 

2019-2020 
OFFICERS 
 
President 
Cathy Rigdon 
608.873.5818 
608.712.5312 
 
1st Vice President 
Amy Hermes 
608.516.8720 
 
2nd Vice President 
Jona Chat 
608.622.4574 
 
Secretary 
Randi Johnson Hanson 
 
 
Treasurer  
Linda Schmidt 
608.205.2517 
 
Chaplain 
Linda Swangstu 
608.577-7428 
 
Membership 
Lisa Olson 
608.279.4847 
Bonnie Kennedy 
608.669.7544 

 

 
Auxiliary News 
 

YOU COULD SAVE A LIFE! 

 
CPR/AED TRAINING 

Learn hands only CPR & How to use the AED 
5-Part Video Training with Q&A 

Saturday, July 27, 2019 
10:00 am – 11:00 am 

RESERVE YOUR SPOT TODAY! 
Space is limited! 

Contact Melissa at 
Phone: 608-220-9192 or email at surgrn2009@icloud.com 

 

mailto:surgrn2009@icloud.com


 
 

   

   

      
 
       

 
 

 

  

FREEDOM RIDERS SUPPORT VETERANS MEMORIAL PARK 

A record number of 160 riders participated in the fourth annual Freedom Ride which took place on Saturday, June 8.  This year, the 
route of travel for the approximately 100 mile trip began at the American Legion in Stoughton,  with stops in Pine Bluff, Blanchardville, 
Belleville, and concluded at the VFW Post 328 in Stoughton, where, at 4:00, the riders formed a motorcade  through downtown 
Stoughton back to the American Legion. 

The annual Freedom Ride began in 2016 with about 100 participants. The organizers, and still the leaders, are Dan and Tami Quam 
Gallagher and Rick and Deanna (Dee) Gullickson. Planning for the ride began in December and meetings were held monthly.   According 
to Rick, "Our initial goal was to help get the memorial built; now our goal is to help with the upkeep and maintenance".   There has 
been an increased participation in the ride each year.  

Motorcycles, autos, trucks and antique cars all participated in the ride, but Rick says about 85% of the units were cycles. 

Each year, a different route is selected, with scenic beauty and safety two important factors in this decision.  The day prior to the ride 
committee members traveled the route, putting up directional signs and sweeping off the loose gravel.  

At the conclusion of the motorcade to the Legion, participants were treated to a meal of brats, hamburgers, pulled pork sandwiches, 
salad, chips, and dessert.  Members of the Sons of American Legion volunteered to do all the food prep and serving. In addition to the 
food, there was also a silent auction, raffles, and a best poker hand. ($200 first prize)  

In addition to the $20 per person entry fee, money was also raised through donations.  Although most of the donations came from 
local organizations and individuals, the ride has state wide support.  Donations this year came from businesses and people from Lake 
Geneva, Mercer, Milwaukee, and Madison as well as cities surrounding  Stoughton.  All donations are given with the stipulation that 
the proceeds go directly to help maintain the Veterans Memorial. 

Anyone wishing to support this cause, contact Rick (608 209 7764) or Dan (608 770 9687) or visit our Website at 
stoughtonveteransmemorial.org. 

Bud Erickson 

     
Photo of Riders coming down Main  Freedom Ride founders (left to right): Deanna (Dee) Gullickson, 
Street Stoughton in front of City Hall.  Rick Gullickson, Tami Quam-Gallagher, and Dan Gallagher. 

 



 
 

   

   

 
  

         FRIEND of the LEGION – SPONSOR of the MONTH                   
               
  
       
          
          
               
   

   
                      
               
    
        
 

 
 
  

  

 



 
 

   

   

 
 
 
    

 Post Dinner will resume in September 2019 
 

please visit:www.post59.us/legion-post-dinner-information 
                                               Or Call 608.205.9090 

OTIS SAMPSON POST 59 
PO BOX 16 
STOUGHTON WI 53589 
RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 
 

Otis Sampson American Legion Post 59 
DEADLINE FOR ARTICLES THE 1st OF EACH MONTH. 

Editor: April Vingum: 59legionpost@gmail.com 
Visit the Post website at www.post59.us 
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