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Dear Legion Members,

| hope this letter finds you
well.

A lot has happened since our
last update. Our country is
experiencing a difficult time
in history. One that has
turned our lives upside down.
So many changes to deal with
and no relief in sight.

On March 19, 2020 Post 59
closed, like many other local
businesses. This decision was
not made lightly and
continues to be assessed
often to ensure we are
making the best decision for
all. We want to open our
doors again. We want to be a
place of community and
support. Unfortunately, until
there is a solution that proves
effective or state regulations
change, we will continue to
keep the doors closed. Our
priority is to our members,
patrons, and volunteers. We
want everyone to stay safe
and healthy.

At this point our best option
is to wait and see what the
future holds. It is the best we
can do in these uncertain
times.

We do have some exciting updates to
share.

e We had Post 59 elections in
June. Only one change to
report Cliff Maerz steps in as
3 vice.

e The bar had a makeover. We
have updated the paint to
make it fresh and welcoming.
We have eliminated some of
the clutter to make it more
veteran focused.

e New policies and procedures
have been created to ensure
the health and safety of our
members, patrons, and
volunteers. Everything from
disinfection to hand washing.

e After 10 years of consistent
prices, a price increase will be
effective when we open. The
price increase will ensure
that our post will be around
for years to come and that
we can continue to support
our community through
veterans and community
programs.

e Our Drive-Thru Brat Feed was
held on September 12, 2020
and was a great success. We
sold out of all the brats by
1:30!! A big THANK YOU to all
of our volunteers for your
support and to our Stoughton
community for coming out to
support us. All proceeds will
support Post 59 and the
veterans and community

POST PHONE:
608.205.9090

September/October 2020

organizations we contribute
to. Photos of the event can
be found on our Facebook
page.
https://www.facebook.com/
post59stoughton

e QOur newsletteris now a
quarterly publication. April
Vingum has decided to step
down as editor. We thank
her for all her hard work
over the last couple of years.
Dean Stenjem will now be
the new editor.

e  With the post being closed
we are not hosting or
scheduling special events,
meeting, or music events.

e Look for details in the
November newsletter on an
upcoming raffle to benefit
Post 59. Cash prizes.

e We would love to send you
this newsletter via email. If
you have an email address
you would like to add please
email:
59legionpost@gmail.com
and put ‘subscribe’ in the
subject line.

We thank you for your patience and
continued support during this
challenging time.

Stay well,
Sonny Swangstu

Commander, The Otis Sampson
American Legion Post 59
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COVID-19 AFFECTS EVERYONE

Covid-19 has had far reaching effects beyond the
spread of this deadly disease. Domestic violence has
increased; financial insecurity has posed uncertainty;
education of our young people has been disrupted;
the social isolation of most, especially those of our
most vulnerable group in nursing homes and assisted
living facilities, is causing anxiety and depression.
Social distancing can make people feel isolated and
lonely and can increase stress and anger.

Locally, the American Legion is totally shut down--no
bar, no Sunday morning breakfasts, no monthly
luncheons. Lots of people miss the Legion. The
Funeral Honor Guard, however, continues to perform
at funerals. After a respite of several months,
families began requesting the Honor Guard's
presence. The wearing of face masks and social
distancing are strictly adhered to. Thanks to Cathy
Rigdon and Alice Moen for making color coded face
masks for all Honor Guard members.

Membership News

Our new membership goal for 2021 is 374 members. That
is the number we finished with last year. My records show
we have renewed 226 members or 60.42%. However,
Department shows we have 196 or 51.87%. | believe the

Difference could be Department is a transmittal behind in
its processing and some of our members that transferred
in last year will not count toward our membership goal
until they pay their 2021 membership dues.

This year of Covid-19 has been devastating to us all. With
the post being closed with no meetings, raffles or
fundraisers happening this year we find ourselves isolated
from each other and other potential members.

If any of you lost your job or are now underemployed,
please contact us at once. My contact info. is always at the
bottom of my articles.

| believe we can help you stay a member.

If any of our other members would like to help our
members feeling income insecurity, please send us 40.00
to sponsor a member who otherwise couldn’t afford it.
They are in need of help. | am confident our members who
are in a position to help will step up.

And finally, | hope you all stay safe. God bless us all. God
bless our post and God bless America. - Please VOTE.

Respectfully submitted by:

Bob Lloyd

Post 59 Membership Chairman
608-873-5926-H, 608-219-3086-C (Texts)

On a personal note, Archie Christensen, who with his
wife, Pat, reside at Kettle West, says the biggest
effect for him is "the social isolation and the inability
to communicate with family and friends".

Evelyn Kahl, a 92-year-old resident at Vennevoll, was
tested for Covid-19 and the results were positive.
She was quarantined for two weeks. Other than
"being cooped up and feeling extremely tired," her
symptoms were mild.

Mike Currie, Vice Commander of Post 59, says the
biggest change for him is "the impact on things we
can do with our family and friends. We are a family
of hand shakers and huggers, but we can't do that

anymore."
conmivueo IR )

Hall Rentals

Please contact us for future availability
Call Melissa at 608.220.9192 or email:

post59manager@gmail.com

COVID-19 AFFECTS EVERYONE- Cont’d

In terms of overall frustrations with Covid-19, other
than the isolation stated by most, another pet peeve
is talking to those "who don't believe in wearing
masks" and those who feel "that this whole thing has
been overblown." This, in spite of the fact that there
are nearly 26,000,000 cases worldwide and the death
toll in the United States is approaching 200,000.

Submitted by: Bud Erickson
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Sons of the American
A :
\\ Legion Report

Hello Friends,

It has been a while. Hope your year has been......oh forget
it, let’s just skip that part. Welcome to the new quarterly
newsletter. I'll do my best to keep you up to date with
what is relevant with The Sons of the American Legion,
Squadron 59 First off, congratulations to SAL member
Dean Stenjem for becoming the newsletter Editor, Dean
takes over for April Vingum who did a great job for us
over the last two years. Thanks for all your hard work April
and good luck to you Dean. Even with our meeting space
unavailable and our ability to do some of the fundraising
that we normally do hindered, the SAL was able to
contribute to a couple local families who experienced
tragedy. We are proud of our ability to help when we see
a need in our community as well as with our beloved
veterans. Squadron 59 along with a little help from our
friends has done two turns assisting with the local “Raise
the Flag” program. Flag Day and Patriots Day (Sept. 11%".)
have come and gone, next up will be Veterans Day on
November 11™". | do not mean to minimize the help we
receive from our volunteers; we truly could not do it
without you. Several SAL annual events are in peril this fall
and heading into the holiday season. Our Amish Candy
Sale, Toys for Tots drive and Breakfast with Santa could all
be affected to some degree. More info to come as we
head into the season. Keep a look out in the Shopper and
Great Dane for details that are unknown at this point.
Please stay safe and know that better days are ahead.

Commander Bob Hocking
SAL Squadron 59

CHAPLAINS’ CORNER Prayer of Faith

Your faith can encourage you, give you strength, help you in hard
times and give you hope. A definition of faith comes from the Bible,
Hebrews 11:1: “Faith shows the reality of what we hope for; it is
the evidence of things we cannot see.” We pray that everyone is
safe in this time of Covid-19 and soon we will all be together at our
Post and continue to do the good things for our community.

Peace to All
Ed Nowicki
Post 59 Chaplain

To Subscribe to an Email (PDF) version of
The Legion Post

Visit www.post59.us/the-legion-post and
subscribe or email:
59legionpost@gmail.com and put
SUBSCRIBE in the subject line.

AMERICAN LEGION BAR

803 NORTH PAGE STREET — STOUGHTON, WI
OPEN TO THE PUBLIC

We are sorry, but the bar is closed temporarily due to
COVID-19.
WE ARE ALL IN THIS

gelfier ~

HISTORIANS’ CORNER

> April 1942 — German U-boats sank an average of 5
allied merchant vessels to the bottom of the
ocean every 24 hours.

» During WWII more than 7,100 military aviation
accidents occurred in the United States resulting
in over 15,500 deaths.

> 2" Lt. Emily Perez, a West Point graduate, was
the 1%t African American female officer in the
history of the Army to die in combat.

Submitted by: Steve Grady

VETERANS MEMORIAL UPDATE

Two long time officers of the Veterans Memorial Steering
Committee, Duane Broughton, and Bud Erickson have
stepped aside as president and vice president, respectively.
Both have been members of the steering committee since its
origin in 2014 and will remain as members. Taking over the
reins as president is Randy Robertson while Rick Kumlein is
the new vice president.

New members on the board are Sherry Leick, Rick Gullickson,
and Hank Koshollek.

Although maintenance and upkeep costs continue, because
of Covid-19, fund raising has been restricted. Thanks to the
efforts Tammy, Dave, and Terry Neidfeldt of Thrivent
Financial, the Stoughton area Raise the Flag program again
was a success and the contribution to the maintenance of the
memorial is greatly appreciated. Other fundraising projects
are planned once the Covid-19 lets up.

In the meantime, any donations to help with the upkeep of
the memorial will be appreciated. Send donations to:
Veterans Memorial Park, P.O. Box 16, Stoughton WI. or visit
our website at stoughtonveteransmemorial.org.
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Auxiliary News
Unit 59

Greetings ~

We miss you!!! These last six months have brought such
stress, anxiety, social isolation, and unknowns. Reflecting
back and feeling bad about all the things we have missed
so far in 2020 and what's still to come, | thought about the
graduating class of 2020 and how hard it has been for
them to miss out on that milestone. But then, |
immediately think back to the Facebook post that showed
a young man with his head shaved standing in line waiting
to have his uniform issued with the caption “this is how we
celebrated our graduation”. That says it all. We need to
remember we will get through this Covid crisis. We will get
past these hardships. Our hardships today do not
compare to the sacrifices made by our veterans, the years
they served, the bloodshed and the debt we owe each
and every one of them for giving the ultimate sacrifice for
our citizens and our country. So, during these trying times,
let us not forget our veterans! Let us not forget how they
felt and what they went through! | would bet that any
veteran would rather have chosen a ‘stay at home’ or a
‘cover your face’ order vs. an order to go to war. To all our

One of the many auxiliary programs that was put on hold
due to Covid was the distribution of our poppies. In this
mailing, we are enclosing a poppy for you to remember
and honor our veterans. If you are so inclined to send
back a donation, it is appreciated. Just as a reminder,
100% of the poppy proceeds are distributed to veterans’
projects.

Although the legion suppers are on hold, be assured that
the Patriotic Stitchers are still making quilts for our
veterans. Once the suppers are reinstated, there will be
many many veterans that will be honored for their service
to our country and dedication to our legion.

Please mark your calendars to help support our auxiliary’s
7t Annual Chicken & Biscuit Dinner. This year’s dinner
will be a drive-through/pick-up fundraiser. The details for
this event can be found in an advertisement in this
newsletter. The auxiliary appreciates everyone who is
able to support this fundraiser.

Due to Covid, there will not be an auxiliary sponsored ice
cream social at the VA Hospital this year.

Thanks to all our auxiliary members who already have
paid or are in the process of renewing their membership
for 2021. Your dues and support of our auxiliary help us in
our mission to support our veterans.

Until we see each other again, stay safe!
Cathy
©

The Poppy Story

From the battlefields of World War |, weary soldiers brought
home the memory of a barren landscape transformed by wild
poppies, red as the blood that had soaked the soil. By that
miracle of nature, the spirit of their lost comrades lived on. The
poppy became a symbol of the sacrifice of lives in war and
represented the hope that none had died in vain. The American
Legion Auxiliary poppy has continued to bloom for the
casualties of four wars, its petals of paper bound together for
veterans by veterans, reminding America each year that the
men and women who have served and died for their country
deserve to be remembered. The poppy, as a memorial flower
to the war dead, can be traced to a single individual, Moina
Michael. She was so moved by Lt. Col. McCrae's poem, "In
Flanders Fields," that she wrote a response:

... the blood of heroes never dies

But lends a luster to the red

Of the flower that blooms above the dead
In Flanders' Fields.

On impulse, she bought a bouquet of poppies — all that New
York City's Wanamaker's Department Store had — and handed
them to businessmen meeting at the New York YMCA where
she worked. She asked them to wear the poppy as a tribute to
the fallen. That was November 1918. World War | was over, but
America's sons would rest forever "in Flanders' Fields." Later
she would spearhead a campaign that would result in the
adoption of the poppy as the national symbol of sacrifice.

In Flanders Fields

"In Flanders Fields" is a war poem in the form of a rondeau, written during the
First World War by Canadian physician and Lt. Col. John McCrae. He was
inspired to write it on May 3, 1915, after presiding over the funeral of friend
and fellow soldier Alexis Helmer, who died during the Second Battle of Ypres.

In Flanders fields the poppies blow
Between the crosses, row on row
That mark our place; and in the sky
The larks, still bravely singing, fly
Scarce heard amid the guns below

We are the Dead. Short days ago

We lived, felt dawn, saw sunset glow,
Loved, and were loved, and now we lie
In Flanders fields.

Take up our quarrel with the foe:

To you from failing hands we throw

The torch; be yours to hold it high

If ye break faith with us who die

We shall not sleep, though poppies grow
In Flanders fields.

—Lt. Col. John McCrae
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PATRIOT DAY

September 11, 2001, at 8:43 a.m., American Airlines Flight 11
struck the North Tower of the 110 story World Trade Center
in New York City.

Eleven minutes later, a second plane, United Airlines Flight
175, struck the South Tower. Shortly after, a American
Airlines Flight 77 struck the Pentagon in Arlington, Virginia.
About an hour later, a fourth plane, United Airlines Flight 93,
commandeered by the terrorists, crashed in a field near
Shanksville, Pennsylvania, killing all 93 on board.

There were a total of 2,977 people killed, plus the 19
members of the Islamic extremist group, al-Qaeda. In
addition, 343 firefighters and 72 policemen perished. More
than 25,000 were injured, and many sustained long-term
health consequences. This was the deadliest attack ever on
United States soil.

Of the 19 Osama bin Laden led terrorists, 15 were from Saudi
Arabia, two from United Arabic Republic, and one each from
Lebanon and Egypt.

This remains the single deadliest terrorist attack in human
history and the single deadliest incident for firefighters and
law enforcement officers in the history of the United States.

o

National POW/MIA
Recognition Day

www.NatfdnalDayCalendar.com

Third Friday
in September

U.S.AIR FORCE

HAPPY » BIRTHDAY

Happy

GOLD STAR MOTHER’S AND FAMILY

DAY HISTORY

On June 23, 1936, a joint congressional resolution designated the
last Sunday in September as Gold Star Mother’s Day and
proclaimed annually by each president. In 2011, President
Barack Obama amended the day to “Gold Star Mother’s and
Family’s Day.”

The history of National Gold Star Mother’s Day and their families
begins with a young country thrown in the midst of a great war.
Army Captain Robert L. Queissner, whose two sons were serving
on the front line during World War |, created what is now called
the Service Flag. The flag was displayed with a blue star to
represent a child serving in the military during times of war or
hostilities. When a service member died, families stitched a gold
star over the blue star.

American Gold Star Mothers, Inc.

The American Gold Star Mothers, Inc. was incorporated in 1929
and obtained a federal charter from the United States

Congress. It began in the Washington DC area and soon
expanded to include affiliated groups throughout the United
States.

An ocean often divided families from their deceased sons, as was
the case of the founder of the American Gold Star Mothers, Inc.
organization, Grace Darling Seibold. While waiting for
confirmation of her son’s death, she visited the VA hospital
almost daily and made herself useful in the process. Afterward,
she continued to visit the hospital and formed the organization
that unites gold star mothers still today.

National Suicide Prevention Month

NATIONAL

SUICIDEL! £&vine
1-800-273-TALK (8255)

suicidepreventionlifeline.org
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AMERICAN LEGION AUXILIARY

7th Annual

CHICKEN ‘N BISCUIT
DRIVE-THRU DINNER

Saturday, October 17, 2020

Otis Sampson American Legion
801 N. Page Street, Stoughton

Meal pickup from 4:00 pm to 7:00 pm (or until gone)
Call in orders will be taken beginning at noon (608) 205-9090

Chicken & Gravy served on Biscuits
Mashed Potatoes, Coleslaw & Cranberry Sauce
Donna Strandlie's Surprise Dessert

Cost: $9.00

Hon{)ring all of the brave men and woman who have been deployed,
are sacrificing, or have sacrificed their lives to defend our country

NATIONAL DAY OF
| THE DEPLOYED

}
i
> <D S

God Bless the families who are separated from them during deployment and the
sacrifices they make inlorder for their family members to serve our country.

|26 OCTOBER o4

245TH U.S. NAVY
BIRTHDAY
CELEBRATION

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 17TH, 2020
VIRTUAL
6.30PM - 7.30PM

HOSTED BY THE
EACUE OF THE UNITED STATES
OUNCIL]

JRE INFO, CONTACT LORNA OW - SPECIAL. PROJECTS@NLUS-SCP.ORC

LIFEGUARD TYPE
(600D FOR

"Sir, where can | charge my phone?”

THE PLATOON LEADER

SUNBURNED NOSE) ME TO SQUARE IT.

OR DIPIN THE THE TRI-CORNER OR THERE'S THEM STARBOARD LIST.  THE FORE AND
CENTER TYPE PAULREVERE TYPE ~ WOTLIKES WINGS. (600D IF YOU HAVE ~ AFT OR GRAVY
EXTRA STRONG EARS.)  BOWL STYLE.

THIS LAD LIKES THE
WELL THEY TOLD FLOW AFT STYLE, COLLEGE JOE, AND THEN THERE'S
SOMETIMES CALLED ~ OR SPORTS MODEL.  THE 6UY WHO JUST
CRUISER STERN STYLE. DOESN'T GIVE A DAMN,
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VIKing
BREX1 PUB

SCOUGhCons FIRSC BREW PUB

211 EAST MAIN STREET
STOUGHTON, WI 53589
(608) 719-5041

—
Thomas M. Fendrick
Financial Advisor

Edward Jones

MAKING SENSE OF INVESTING

1609 Hwy 51/138
Suite 102

Fax B77.2224313
TF. 888873

WWwW.LOw

Silbaugh Engineering, Inc.

DEAN W. SILBAUGH PE

Registered Professional Engineer
Wisconsin, lilinois, Minnesota
HVAC & PLUMBING CONSULTANT

717 Kisenhower Rd.
Stonghron, Wisconsin 53559

(608) 873-3027

FAX (603) 873-6150

East-Side Automotive

= @/=C

o

Service Center

servi R sitedilonolhe oom *  pastseamEne Com
Sa0ehook. oo, LasSio el aSendn ok

Harnon £ ecroncs Hamson Elscroncs

2011 »Can

2380 Jackson St G613 E Main St
Soughion. WA 5)588 Crarpeile, W1 5353
608 877 9548 603 80 (68D

d:sh R

% US Cellular RadloShad(

STAR SUPPLY, LLC

3436 Halvorson Rd
Mary Sundby uehron, Wi 53589

6086929622 mary@ starsupplvilc.con
4

10w svesr T TR
v Frame & Unibody Repair

, v Insurance Work
W v §haw Q!nluy Paint Jobs

v’ Expert Color Matching

v, Fiberglass Repalr
(J“ 608. 877 1007  Glasurit Paint

For competerined estimates on off mekes & models Jeh‘ Gassen

Myron Sime
Consutan
Res. {503 373-9230

Stougmmon &
Surroundng Area

ARCHIEMONUMENTSINC
Since 1865

31 an Offica Srgnom-

PO 5xx 10 2 Hes Souh 7Y

Waneriown, Wi 53094 Wahanoan on Hwy. 25
1-303-242-3513

Gunderson

SERVICE & REPAIR 608-873-8800 0

1324 Hwy 51-138

Stoughton, Wi 53589

Phone 608-873-8800

Fax 608-873-8822
www.conantauto.com

Joe & Erin Conant - Owners

Sara Paton Barkenhagen, Martha Paton,

608-249-8178
800-400-8178

ECHMANN
MEMORIALS. Inc.

SV

The Most Respected Name In Memorials
Serving Stoughton Families Since 1971

4238 Acker Road, Madison, WI 53704
-Locally Owned and Operated-

Erich Pechmann
Vice President

Funeral and Cremation Care

LIFE CELEBRATION CENTERS

Dale Holzhuter, Mike Smits,
Pete Gunderson, & Matt Gunderson.

1358 US-51, Stoughton, WI 53589
608.873.4590 4 gundersonfh.com

The Gunderson Family 97 years.

We take care
of every detail

CRESS

We’re Here for You.

West Madison FEastMAladison
Middleton Sun Prairie
Waunakee
McFarland Stoughton Deerfield

www.CressFuneralService.com

Fours:
Mon-Satsam  Som
sunday 5 am - 2pm
(€CS) ST3-C€Ivg

Smicke Free
Envicrmment

Come Jcoin Us for Cinner

Restaurant
Ue.

Help Is Just Around The Comrner-.

WHERE ALL YOUR RENTAL
NEEDS ARE MET

1415 Hwy. 51-138
Stoughton. V¥I 53589
608-873-3161

36 N Main St. Deerfield
608-764-8200
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POST 59 OFFICERS UNIT 59 AUXILIARY Squadron 59 SAL
Commander OFFICERS OFFICERS

Sonny Swangstu President Commander

1st Vice Commander Cathy Rigdon Bob Hocking

Michael Currie 1st Vice President 1st Vice Commander
2nd Vice Commander Amy Hermes Dean Stenjem

Rodger Hansen 2nd Vice President 2nd Vice Commander
3*d Vice Commander Jona Chat Richard Budden

Cliff Maerz Secretary Sgt. At Arms

Service Officer Randi Johnson Hanson Bob Crofoot

Joshua Holt Treasurer Finance Officer

Sgt. At Arms Lisa Olson Jim Oler

Dale Seffens Chaplain Adjutant

Finance Officer Linda Swangstu Roger Strandlie

Jim Oler Membership Chaplain

Historian Lisa Olson Dan Blomgren

Steve Grady
Adjutant

Roger Utermark
Judge Advocate
Doug Nelson
Chaplain
Edward Nowicki

Bonnie Kennedy
Dawn Clark

Post Dinner

Postponed until Further Notice
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DEADLINES FOR QUARTERLY ARTICLES
October 20" (Nov, Dec, Jan Newsletter)
January 20" (Feb, Mar, Apr Newsletter)
April 20" (May, June, July Newsletter)

July 20" (Aug, Sept, Oct Newsletter)
Editor: Dean Stenjem: 59legionpost@gmail.com

Visit the Post website at www.post59.us
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