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of our SAL Squadron.  More 
details will be discussed that 
evening.  Again, if you have a 
son or grandson who might like 
to join, we would love to have 
them and they can be part of our 
Charter Membership. 
   My wife and I spent five days at 
Camp American Legion this past 
June for a little R&R. 
   It is a beautiful place to relax, 
meet new Legionnaires and do 
nothing.  The lodge has quite a 
history behind it and the people 
that work there are very 
friendly.  They have activities 
planned everyday to sign up for 
or you can do your own thing.  
More information is on the 
American Legion website and 
the Post also has some 
brochures. This is a no cost 
venture if you wish but donations 
are greatly appreciated. 
   Post 59 and VFW Post 328 are 
planning a joint flag burning 
ceremonial at the VFW on 
September 11.  We would like to 
have as many of the membership 
attend as possible.  We are also 

Auxiliary 
News 

AUGUST 2010 

Greetings, 

   A couple of great things 
happened at the Post this past 
month.  The leaking roof finally 
was repaired with a rubber 
coating.  A rather costly 
project that needed to be 
done.  It has a 10-year 
guarantee with no cost for any 
repairs in that time period.   
      Also, we have started the 
SAL (Sons of American Legion) 
Squadron processing.  We had 
three speakers come to a 
meeting at the Post on July 6.  
They were Mike Laywer, Bob 
Ames and David Anderson.  
This was an informative 
meeting.  We meet again on 
July 20 at 6:30.  Those 
attending will sign up and pay 
the dues of $20 per year.  They 
will be the Charter Members 

planning on having a pig roast 
that day with all the trimmings.  
Mark you calendars and come 
join us for a good time. 
 
We are still checking on the 
property next door.  It might be 
a good deal for us in the future.  
Still a lot of work to do first 
though.   
 
Finally, I am saddened to report 
the loss of Bob Gullickson who 
was a very loyal member of our 
Post.  He will be missed by all. 
 
Thank you, 
Commander Sonny 
 

Hello, 
 
   Thank you Auxiliary ladies 
for believing in me enough to 
serve as your President for 
2010.  I will do my best with of 
course the expertise of the rest 
of the Auxiliary ladies.  I will 
gratefully accept any 
suggestions and ideas you may 
have.  Our main goal is to help 
the Veterans and our 
Community.  We need to keep 
the Auxiliary strong with 
increased Membership and 
participation in the services 

and fund raising events for 
the Post. 
   We are getting a few calls 
and starting a list of people 
who want to purchase chairs 
for the dining room.  We will 
have a chair on display for 
you to stop in and look at.  
We will keep the writing on 
the back to two lines.  Such 
as, donated by or In Memory 
of and then below that his or 
her name.  Contact Lori 
Redepenning  (877-1918) if 
you have any questions or 
you want you name on the 
list.  The cost is $30.00 per 
chair. 
   The Auxiliary Funeral 
Committee has purchased 
forty new coffee carafes.  
Thanks to all the hard 
working ladies on the crew.  
Good job and thank you for 
your Community service. 
   We have voted to have a 

Garage Sale on Aug. 27 – 
28 at the Post.  We are 
looking for donated items 
from the men and ladies of 
the Post.  Now is the time to 
clean out your closets, 
drawers, basements, 
garages and what not.  It 
will be an excellent 
fundraiser for us.  We ask 
each person to price their 
own goods and start 
bringing things in during 
that week. 
    Enjoy the rest of the 
summer days and nights.  
Listen to the birds, smell 
the roses and enjoy Mother 
Nature.  That is what 
summer is all about. 
 
Thank you, 
Linda Swangstu 
President 
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PICK AND SAVE ADVANTAGE 
CARD 

 
 There have been some questions about the 
transfer of the American Legion account number from 
the old card to the new Roundy’s Reward card. When 
you get your new (Black Card) it might be advisable to 
check at the service desk and confirm that our account 
number has been transferred to the new card. The 
account number for the legion is 026625. This will insure 
that 1% of your purchases will be credited to the legion.  
 If you are not already a participant in this plan, 
please sign up. Just go to the service desk and show 
them your card. The legion appreciates your help and it 

LEGION HALL 
AVALIABLE  

FOR RENTALS 
The word is getting out regarding our hall rental.  
We have had funerals, a music jam session, and 
Christmas and birthday parties.  We now have a 
portable dance floor as well.  We are now getting 
wedding receptions and anniversary bookings also. 
How about those family and class reunions coming 
up this summer?  Book your dates now before our 
calendar gets full. We have a wonderful kitchen and 
bar.  We can hold approximately 15O people in our 
dining area. For more information, contact Linda 
Swangstu at 608-873-9428 or 608-577-7428. 

CHAPLAINS CORNER 

If you know of anyone who is hospitalized, or in need 
please contact Monte at 873-4020. 

                                         WHAT IS YOUR ROLE 
  DO YOU EVER ASK THESE QUESTIONS... 
 'WHAT DOES GOD WANT OF ME? 
  DOES MY LIFE HAVE A PURPOSE, 
 OR AM I JUST A PEBBLE IN THE SEA? 
 
  IN THE THEATER OF LIFE 
  THERE ARE MANY ROLES TO PLAY, 
  LET GOD BE YOUR DIRECTOR. 
  HE CAN SHOW YOU HOW TO STAND AND WHAT TO SAY. 
 
   DON'T BE DISAPPOINTED 
   IF YOU ARE NOT THE LEADING MAN, 
   IN GOD'S EYES YOU'RE A WINNER 
   IF YOU LEND A HELPING HAND. 
 
   YOUR SUPPORT IS ALWAYS WELCOME,  
    LET HIM HELP YOU FIND YOUR PLACE, 
    HIS KINGDOM WANTS AND NEEDS YOU. 
    YOU'LL FIND PEACE OF MIND AND GRACE. 
 
    WRITTEN BY; BILL ROESSLER, TRINITY CHURCH, JANESVILLE WI. 

We wish to thank Jim and Ginny Hanson and Cliff Maerz for their 
help this past month, in keeping the hall cleaned. Thanks again. 
Monte and Karen Whitford 

The American Legion All-
Star Day at Miller Park  
Sunday, August 8th 
  
Plan to attend the Milwaukee Brewers 
take on the Houston Astros at Miller 
Park on Sunday, August 8th and then 
stay for The Wisconsin American 
Legion All-Star game. 
 
Each year, The Wisconsin American 
Legion Baseball All-Stars from across 
the state have the rare privilege to 
play at Miller Park.  Wisconsin is the 
only state where Legion All-Stars get 
to play on a major league 
field!  Proceeds from ticket sales 
support Legion Baseball, so please 
plan on attending. Tickets are 
available for $20, $30 and $40 each. 
 
Contact Celeste at 
celeste@wilegion.org or call 
608.745.1090. 

Please return your 2010 Legacy Scholarship Fund 
Sweepstakes Tickets 

About the third week of May, the American Legion Riders mailed out sweepstakes 
tickets benefitting the American Legion Legacy Scholarship fund to all Post members. 
 
For all of you Post members who have returned your Legacy Fund Scholarship 
Sweepstake tickets already, I thank you. 
 
For those of you who have not returned the tickets yet, we ask that you please consider 
returning your sweepstake’s tickets with a nominal $20 donation. 
 
We understand that the recent economic downturn has affected charitable giving and 
caused people to cut back in many other areas. 
 
However, the children who have lost a parent in this current war and who will be the 
recipients of the scholarship award are now dependant on the generosity of the 
Legionnaires and Auxiliary members to have their dreams of a higher education 
fulfilled. 
 
If you have since lost or misplaced your sweepstake’s tickets, we will be happy to send 
you some replacements.  We encourage everyone to make a donation of $5 each or  
6 for $20.  The drawing will be September 4 at noon at the Stoughton American Legion 
Post 59, 803 N Page St.   
 
Please contact Bob Lloyd at 608-873-5926 or lloyd2364@sbcglobal.net for your tickets 
today. 
 
Submitted by Bob Lloyd 
State President 
American Legion Riders Assoc. of WI. 
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Membership Notes  Bar  
    Banter: 
Hello everyone: 

   Things are going along as usual at the 
lounge. The Saturday meat raffles have 
been going pretty good considering all 
the competition we have had the last 
few weeks, with the 4th of July weekend, 
the Stoughton Fair and Rhythm and 
Booms. Everyone is having a good time 
at the meat from Bills has been 
excellent. Come on down and join in 
the fun and help support our 
scholarship programs. 

    On June 26th we had our first martini 
night. Cosmopolitans and 
entertainment was provided by our 
lovely bartenders, Sally and Deanna, 
Ably assisted by our own “Polish 

Professor” Ray. Everyone had a good time 
and we may be looking to another one in 
the future. 

      I know that you are getting sick of me 
saying that we need more volunteer 
bartenders. As we have more special 
events, we need two bartenders on duty. It 
is lots of fun, and is another way you can 
support your post. Please see Joe or myself 
if you can help us out. 

 I guess that is all for now. 

  Let us know if you have any suggestions 
for special events.     Archie, Joe and crew. 

. 

 

Hello everyone: 
 
I'm Dennis Rodenkirch currently the Post 
Adjutant and have been asked by our 
Commander to become the Membership 
Chairman because Archie is stepping down 
after many quantity years of service. I know 
no one will ever be able to replace Archie 
when it comes to recruiting and maintaining 
members but Archie will still be there to 
assist me when needed.   Membership as 
you all know is the backbone to our post 
and I intend to keep our membership 
growing.  
 
No longer will there only be one person, 
(Membership Chairman), doing all the 
membership duties.  I plan on having one 
person dealing with retention and another 
one doing recruitment.  If you are a person 
who likes making cold calls and dealing 
with current membership, you could be our 
retention person.  If you are a salesman or a 
person who tells jokes all the time, you 
could be our recruitment person.  Don't 
miss out on the opportunity to help our post 
grow.  You will not have to deal with much 
paperwork because that will be mainly my 
duty. 
 
Call me or attend our next Monthly Post 
meeting to discuss if you might be the 
person our post is looking for. 
 
Dennis, 
608-438-8768Don’t forget that you can pay 
your dues online at 
www.memberslegion.org/member. 

CHAIR FUNDRAISER 

 
We have been in our building for over two years and the chairs that we 

have leave a bit to be desired.  As our facility becomes more inviting for group 
parties, we want to portray a nice seating area as well. 

What is being proposed for this project is for members (or anyone, for that 
matter) who would want to purchase a chair for $30.00 each, which includes a metal 
plaque.  The plaque will be attached to the back with the name of the person for 
which it was purchased.  This is a wonderful way to memorialize a family member.  
Our goal is to purchase 175 chairs and we want it completed by THE END OF 
AUGUST. 

If you are interested in supporting this project, please call LORI OR BILL 
REDEPENNING 877-9918, OR REBEL BRYMAN 469-0054.  Don’t delay! 

Final Tally of the Vidalia onion 
Sale 
    We sold a total of 500 ten-pound bags 
of Vidalia’s and had a net profit of just 
over $2700.  A check for $500 was given 
to the Senior Center to be used for the 
Seniors In Need program.  The balance is 
to be used toward the purchase of new 
chairs for the dining room at the Legion. 
  
On that note, we plan to purchase 175 
sturdy, black chairs at a cost of 
approximately $30 per chair.   The $2200 
will buy us about 70 chairs, so we need to 
raise about $3,000 additional.    
  
SO, HERE WE GO: We are asking 
members to donate $30 for the purchase 
of a chair.  A plaque will be attached to 
the back of the chair stating: donated 
by______________ or in memory 
of______________________. 
  
Please send checks to: Don Helmke, PO 
Box 13, Stoughton, WI 53589. 
  
Bud Erickson 
Chairman, Vidalia onion Project 

 



 

 4 

THE LEGION POST 

 

                                 July 2010 
 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 
    1 2 3 

                                                              

4 5 6 7 8 9 10 
      Breakfast Post 

501  7-11 

11 12 13 14 15 16 17 
 Post and Aux 

Meeting at 7PM 
     

18 19 20 21 22 23 24 
Post Breakfast 7-
Noon 

    Fish Fry at Post 481  

                    25                     26 27 28 29                     30 31 
    Post dinner 6:30 PM      

                       AUGUST 2010 
 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 

       

8 9 10 11 12 13 14 
 Post and Aux 

Meeting at 7PM 
    Breakfast Post 

501  7-11 
 

15 16 17 18 19 20 21 
Post Breakfast 7-
Noon 

    Fish Fry at Post 481  

22 23 24 25 26 27                  28 
  Post Dinner 6:30 pm     

29 30 31                        
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Gentle Thought for Today - 

 

Veterans Corner 
 

   Shirley Lauretic 
Korean War 
1952 – 1953 

By Evelyn Kahl 

Shirley entered the Navy on April 1, 1952 at the age of 19.  She 
volunteered and was accepted into the WAVES (Women Accepted 
for Volunteer Emergency Services. 

Women weren’t allowed to board ship with the exception of those 
nurses on hospital ships. 

Shirley enlisted in the WAVES. She felt at her young age it 
sounded like a challenging and interesting life style.  Her mother 
was not very happy.  She had been through World War II with four 
sons serving their country.  They all survived and returned home.  
Those brothers in Shirley’s family had served in the Army, Navy 
and Air Force and were all present at their mother’s funeral in 
1952 shortly after Shirley had enlisted. 

She received her basic training in Bambridge, MI.  She was there 
for about eight weeks and after graduation from Boot Camp, she 
was sent to San Diego, CA to a U.S. Naval base.  She became a 
dispersing clerk and was responsible for doing the payroll of the 
service men and women.  When the sailors returned home from 
their assignments aboard ship, they were always glad to see 
Shirley!  She had money for them.  When the ships docked the 
sailors would claim their paycheck.  They were paid mostly in 
$2.00 bills. 

She had been sent to Charleston, S.C. to work as a dispersing 
clerk also.  She spent the entire duration of her active duty in the 
United States.  She worked normal weekday hours from 8 – 4:30 – 
serving one year and 6 days in the U.S. Navy as a WAVE. 

She married her husband John while in the Navy.  After both had 
served their time, they came home to raise their family of seven 
children.  Of the children, a son spent four years in the service and 
a daughter 23.5 years. 

She was happy to have had the experience of being a WAVE in the 
U.S. Navy.  She and her husband John are members of the 
American Legion and are very active in the Honor Guard of Post 59 
in Stoughton. 

If at first you don't succeed, skydiving is probably not for you. 

Legion Riders to Collect Scrap Metal for American 
Legion Legacy Scholarship Fund 
 
Legion Riders District 3 is collecting scrap metal for 
the American Legion Legacy Scholarship Fund.  The 
riders collected scrap metal a couple of years ago 
and it turned out to be a great fundraiser. $600.00 
was collected for the Scholarship Fund. 
 
If you have scrap metal (no matter how big or how 
small including appliances, cars, farm equipment, 
etc), the Legion Riders would like to make 
arrangements to get it from you. 
 
For arrangements, contact Ken Rynes Jr. (Richland 
Center) at 608-647-8642 or annies@mwt.net or Bob 
Lloyd (Stoughton) 608-873-5926 or 
lloyd2364@sbcglobal.net. 
 
We will collect scrap metal until around August 15. 

WE NEED YOU! 

   Have you thought about honoring our Fallen 
Comrades?  Now is your chance to become part of the 
Honor Guard.  We need some volunteers; our current 
group consists of about 30 members.  That may sound 
like plenty, but with vacations, doctor appointments, 
working, illness, sometimes it’s difficult when I may 
have a funeral that is requesting only a firing detail.        
What happens when you keep calling the same 
volunteers every time?  It’s called “burn out”, and 
then we have less.  Ladies and gentlemen, if you have 
spare time, or perhaps a few hours on a weekend 
available, please take 10 minutes and talk to any 
Honor Guard member, or call me at 608-877-9918. 

 Past Commander, Bill Redepenning 
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 STATE OF WISCONSIN, DEPARTMENT OF VETERANS AFFAIRS 

         30 West Mifflin Street, P.O. Box 7843, Madison, WI 53707-7843 

PHONE:  (608) 266-1311     1-800-WIS-VETS (947-8387) 

EMAIL:  Headquarters@dva.state.wi.us 

Jim Doyle, Governor 

Kenneth B. Black, Secretary 

WEBSITE:  www.WisVets.com 

FAX:  (608) 267-0403 

 

Attention Newsroom—Media Advisory 
 
June 23, 2010              
 For Immediate Release                                                                                                                                                
Contact:  Sara Stinski 608-264-7619 or Kathleen Scholl 608-267-3582 

 

The Rise of the Fallen set to open at the Wisconsin Veterans Museum 

(MADISON) � The Wisconsin Veterans Museum will open The Rise of the Fallen exhibit, honoring the 101 servicemen 

and women from Wisconsin who gave their lives in Iraq and Afghanistan on Wednesday, June 30, 2010.  All media are 

invited to attend an open house on Tuesday, July 6, 2010 from 2:00 to 4:00 p.m. to interview and meet the exhibit 

artist, Andre Ferrella.  In addition, an opening reception will be held on the same day from 6:00 to 7:30 p.m., 

with remarks by the artist at 6:30 p.m.  The exhibit will remain on display until October 31, 2010. 

A featured addition to the Museum’s “Faces in the Sand” exhibit, The Rise of the Fallen contains Ferrella’s unique “spirit 

boxes” featuring the likenesses which capture the spirit of the Soldier in ways that a portrait cannot.  This is a one-of-a-

kind exhibit experience that should not be missed.  For more information on the project, please see 

www.theriseofthefallen.org.  

For more information on the exhibit, contact Jeff Kollath, Curator of Programs and Exhibitions, at (608) 261-0541. 

The Wisconsin Veterans Museum is a free public educational activity of the Wisconsin Department of Veterans Affairs 

and is located at 30 W. Mifflin Street, across the street from the State Capitol. For more information please visit 

www.museum.dva.state.wi.us. 
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    AMERICAN LEGION BAR 
     803 N. Page St.  Stoughton, WI 

                           Open to the Public 
   
     Bar open to serve you   Wednesday – Sunday 
                      
                           Wednesday &Thursday: 3-9 PM or later.  
                        Friday: 3-10pm or later 
                       Saturday: Noon-10pm or later.             
                       Sunday Noon-9pm or later. 

           
              
                      Wednesday Ladies Night 
                      $.50 off any Ladies drinks 
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July Dinner 
Stuffed Pork Chops 
July 27th 6:30 PM 

Zen for Those Who Take Life Too Seriously: 

Ok, so what's the speed of dark? 

NONPROFIT ORG. 
U.S. POSTAGE  

PAID 
STOUGHTON WI 

PERMIT NO.9 

MEMBER  
WALPA 
WISCONSIN AMERICAN  
LEGION PRESS 
ASSOCIATION 

OTIS SAMPSON POST 59 
PO BOX 16 
STOUGHTON WI 53589 

Editor Wayne Christensen: wac33@sbcglobal.net 
VISIT THE POST WEBSITE AT POST59.ORG   Post email AmericanLegionPost59@ TDS.net  

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 


