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Commanders Report 
potatoes, cole slaw, rolls, 
veggies, etc. You do not have 
to be a member to come.  
Serving will be from 5:00 to 
7:00.  We would like you to 
reserve a time so everyone 
does not come at once.  
Please call the Post @ 205-
9090 or John Christopherson 
@ 873-3436 for reservations.  
John’s e-mail is 
johnc22@sbcglobal.net.  
Hope to see all of you there to 
bring in the New Year! 
    Another concern is with the 
foul language in the Post 
Lounge.  We all mistakenly 
use foul words once in 
awhile.  I would like for 
everyone to watch 
themselves.  I have had to ask 
four people to leave the Post 
and that is not good.  To keep 
a good and respectable Bar, 
we have to set good 
examples ourselves.  We 
have good clientele and we 
want to keep them. 
    A Big Thank You to the 
Lloyds, VFW, Legion and all 

Season Greetings, 
   Winter has arrived in 
full force.  A message to 
all the older Post 
members who should not 
be out there shoveling 
and snow blowing.  
Please call the Post at 
205-9090 and we will find 
you help.  We don’t need 
any people falling down 
or having heart attacks.   
   Our American Legion 
sign’s footing has been 
poured and we hope to 
get started on the base 
soon. 
   I would like to inform 
everyone we are having a 
New Year’s Eve party 
with Northern Lites band 
for your music 
enjoyment.  Also, we are 
going to be serving 
Prime Rib and Shrimp 
dinner just like we do at 
our Post dinners. Baked 

who 
participated in the Ash Guiles 
benefit.  I believe it turned out 
very successful.  Great things 
can happen when everyone 
gets involved and that is what 
our organizations are all about, 
helping people in need! 
 

Sincerely, 

 Sonny Swangstu 

Commander – 873-9428   
 

Auxiliary 
News 

Greetings!  As we 
approach the busiest 
season of the year for a lot 
of people, I hope you’ll 
take time for yourself.  
Yesterday was Veterans 
Day and my boss gave the 
staff time off to attend the 
ceremony in Madison at 
the Capitol.  It was the first 
time I had been able to 
attend and I must say, it 
was well worth it! Two of 
Dane County’s veteran 
service officers were 
involved, as well as an 
acquaintance who was the 
Gold Star mother, so it was 
a bit special in that 
respect.   I hope you took 

some time to pay tribute to 
the veterans in your life, too, 
but it’s something we need to 
be grateful for everyday. 
    I want to thank everyone 
for their support of the 
Badger Boys/Girls State, we 
had another successful 
auction.  The winners of the 
scholarships won’t be 
announced until December, 
but I think we had very good 
participation, so I hope we 
will benefit by receiving a 
scholarship. 
     I wasn’t able to attend the 
G.I. Party that both the 
Legion and VFW sponsored 
but I heard it wasn’t as well 
attended as was expected.  
That’s a shame and a loss to 
those who didn’t participate, 
I think you may have missed 
out on a good time.  Let’s 
hope next year will be more 
successful. 
     There are two activities 

coming up that I hope you 
will support, either by 
working or attending.  On 
Saturday Nov. 21 the local 
organization for Special 
Olympics is having a 
spaghetti dinner at the 
Legion.  The profits will 
benefit the participants as 
they compete through out 
the year.  The second 
event is the benefit for Ash 
Guiles on Sunday 
December 6 at the VFW.  
He was born in May with a 
heart defect and has had 
multiple surgeries.  Posters 
are up around Stoughton 
for both these events, so 
mark it on your calendar! 
    We are trying to plan for 
a holiday “Brunch with 
Santa” in December, so 
watch for additional 
information to follow.  
There seems to be a few 
members who recall 
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PICK AND SAVE ADVANTAGE 
CARD 

 
 There have been some questions about the 
transfer of the American Legion account number 
from the old card to the new Roundy’s Reward 
card. When you get your new (Black Card) it might 
be advisable to check at the service desk and 
confirm that our account number has been 
transferred to the new card. The account number 
for the legion is 026625. This will insure that 1% of 
your purchases will be credited to the legion.  
 If you are not already a participant in this 
plan, please sign up. Just go to the service desk 
and show them your card. The legion appreciates 
your help and it doesn’t cost you anything. 
Remember our account number is 026625.   

LEGION HALL AVALIABLE  
FOR RENTALS 

The word is getting out regarding our hall rental.  We have had 
funerals, a music jam session, and Christmas and birthday parties.  
We now have a portable dance floor as well.  We are now getting 
wedding receptions and anniversary bookings also. How about 
those family and class reunions coming up this summer?  Book 
your dates now before our calendar gets full. We have a wonderful 
kitchen and bar.  We can hold approximately 15O people in our 
dining area. For more information, contact Linda Swangstu at 608-
873-9428 or 608-577-7428. 

 WE CELEBRATE THE MAGI SEARCH 
FOR CHRIST IN BETHLEHEM 
LED BY A STAR AND DEVOTED FAITH 
THEY WERE SENT BY GOD TO HIM 
 
WITHOUT FEAR, THEY TRAVELED ON 
UNTIL THEY’RE QUEST WAS DONE 
WITH JOY, RESPECT, AND HONOR, 
THEY OFFERED GIFTS TO CHRIST, GOD'S 
SON. 
 
WE ALSO HAVE A DUTY 
TO FOLLOW IN THAT QUEST 
AND SEARCH FOR GOD IN ALL WE DO 
HE WILL HELP US DO OUR BEST.  
 
BE NOT AFRAID TO LIVE YOUR FAITH 
GOD WILL LEAD THE WAY 
FOR AS YOU PURSUE AND FOLLOW HIM 

CHAPLAINS 

If you know of anyone who is hospitalized, or 
in need please contact Monte at 873-4020. 

having Santa stop by to pay 
a visit, and low and 
behold, they received a 
gift, too!  It’s the joy of 
seeing the smiles on the 
children’s faces and the 
excitement in their eyes 
when this time of year rolls 
around. 
    In closing, I hope you 
have a safe and enjoyable 
Thanksgiving.  And 
remember-the older you 
get, the tougher it is to lose 
weight, because by then 
your body and your fat 
have gotten to be really 
good friends!   
 
Lori 

Pictured:  around the table front to 
back; Athena Kostrubla-Lemon, April 
McCarthy, Amanda Krueger, Natalea 
Wright, Hannah Read, Kim Storage, 
Anna Edwards.  Standing; Bob Lloyd, 
Patti Callaway, Edee March, Lorrayne 
Thompson, Sue Gundlach, Ruth 
"Tootsi" Wilson, Karen Lasure, Traci 
Lloyd and DeWayne Lloyd. 
  
Seventeen Stoughtonites gathered on 
October 4th to send a little Stoughton 
Cheer to area troops who are 
deployed overseas.  The Stoughton 
Key Club supplied many of the 
volunteers. 
  
43 packages were sent using a 
generous donation by the 
Asleson's.  Donations were dropped 
off at the American Legion Post during 
the month of September.  What wasn't 
donated was purchased. 

 (right) The Arch is 
actually the 32nd brig. 
out of Madison.  The 
photo came with a thank 
you. (at the left) 
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Membership Notes  Bar  
    Banter: 
  Hello everyone. Welcome to 
winter in Wisconsin. 
    As I write this I am sure everyone 
is digging out from the first major 
storm of the season, and now it is 
going to get COLD. 
   Things are going pretty good at 
the lounge; Our Saturdays have 
been exceptional since the Legion 
Riders started their meat raffles on 
Saturday afternoon. The raffle starts 
at 2:00 P.M., so come early and get 
a good seat. Come and have a good 
time, take home some good meat 
and support the Legion Riders and 
your legion bar. 
    On Saturday Nov. 28th, the hall 
was rented for a birthday 
celebration, and we had an 
exceptional night at the bar. Bud 
and Sonny did a good job keeping 
everyone happy and we did not 
have any problems.  Three cheers 
for them.  
   There have been numerous other 
birthday, anniversary and 
retirement parties. Thanks to Linda 

for coordinating all the events and 
making sure everything is in order. 
       We have purchased a new cash 
register for the lounge. It is much 
more user friendly and will give us 
better record of our sales. We 
should all thank Todd Hansen of 
Hansen Office Machines. He sold us 
the machine at his cost and 
programmed and trained our 
bartenders.  If you have any need for 
any office equipment, please keep 
him in mind. The big difference is 
that it has a different color “Clear” 
key, so from now on we will have to 
tell Joe to hit the “red” key instead of 
the “yellow” one. 
     We can still use more support 
from our members. Please come 
down and enjoy our facilities. We 
now have those famous cold weather 
drinks, Tom and Jerry’s and 
Peppermint Patty’s for only $3.00.  
The profits from the bar are 
important for everyday cost of 
operations, and we would like to 
build up a fund for major projects, 
such as a resurfacing the parking lot. 
    
   That’s all for now. Archie and Joe 
 

 

Hello Everyone: 
It’s hard to believe that it is December 
already here and the end of the year is 
near. 
      As I said before, because of the 
excellent job we did on membership 
last year, we would have a challenge to 
repeat this year, but I am sure with your 
help we will do it. 
    As of today, December 10th, we have 
a total of 325 paid. Our goal for 2010 is 
334, leaving us with 9 to go... If you 
haven’t already paid, I would 
appreciate it if you get them in as soon 
as possible. 
    Once again there has been 
tremendous help from the 
membership. So far this year we have 
signed up 17 new members. Thanks to 
all of you who signed up a new 
member. Unfortunately we had 10 
deceased members this year, so it is all 
the more important to sign up new 
members. We are going for 10 
consecutive years of exceeding our all 
time high. Please help. 
    Don’t forget that you can pay your 
dues online at 
www.memberslegion.org/member. 
 
    That’s about it for now. Archie 
Christensen Membership Chairman 

 
         Call All Organizers. 
  
Are you the kind of person who likes 
numbers and organizing things without 
being in charge?   Don Helmke, our 
Post Finance Officer, is looking for 
you.  Don is doing a great job but could 
use someone to assist him with general 
bookkeeping.  The time commitment is 
a couple of hours a month.  
  
For more information contact Don or 
Dennis Rodenkirch 438-8768. 

1,2,3 

www.members.legion/renew 

Auxiliary juniors and 
members made 350 
Thanksgiving placemats 
for the Skaalen 
Home.  The next juniors 
meeting is December 
1.  They will make holiday 
cards for the VA 
Hospital.  Auxiliary 
members, juniors and 
Seniors are encouraged to 
attend and support our 
Auxiliary Juniors and their 
programs. 
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                           January 2010 
 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 
     1 2 

       

3 4 5 6 7 8 9 
     Fish Fry at 

Waunakee 
Breakfast Post 
501  7-11 

10 11 12 13 14 15 16 
 Post and Aux 

Meeting at 7PM 
   Fish Fry at Post 481  

17 18 19 20 21 22 23 
Post Breakfast 7-
Noon 

      

24/31 25 26 27 28                     29 30 
  Post dinner 6:30 PM   Dane Cty Meeting  

Post 385 Verona @ 
7:30 pm 

  

 

                    December 2009 
 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 
  1 2 3 4 5 

       

6 7 8 9 10 11 12 
  Post dinner 6:30 PM    Fish Fry at 

Waunakee 
Breakfast Post 
501  7-11 

13 14 15 16 17 18 19 
 Post and Aux 

Meeting at 7PM 
   Fish Fry at Post 481  

20 21 22 23 24 25 26 
Post Breakfast 7-
Noon 

    Christmas Day 
Free Diner at the 
VFW 11-1pm 

 

27 28 29 30 31                       
    New Years Dinner 

and Dance. 
Serving 5-7PM @ 
Post 59 
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The sole purpose of a child's middle name is so he can tell  
when he's really in trouble. Gentle Thought for Today - 

  Archie received his basic training at 
Lackland Air Base in San Antonio, TX 
and his Electronics training at Keeler 
Air Base in Biloxi, Mississippi. He 
took his Gunnery training at Lowry 
Air Force Base in Denver Colorado. 
  He was assigned with the 47th Bomb 
Wing- 84th Squadron as a Gunner on a 
B45 Jet Bomber. His highest rank was 
staff Sergeant. He was temporarily 
assigned at Langley, Virginia until 
being shipped overseas on a troop 
carrier. He was 20 years of age at the 
time. 
   Archie suffered no service-related 
injuries during his four years in the 
Air Force, although some of his 
experiences were quite scary. Such 
as the time when all four engines quit 
while at 40,00 ft. and a temperature of 
65 degrees below zero. In order to 
restart the engines, they needed to 
dive quite a distance to reach thicker 
air. There where four on board at the 
time the officers and Archie the 
gunner. Archie commented that 
needles to say, the experience was a 
bit hair raising.  But the Officers are 
never wrong and they succeeded in 
getting the engines operating again! 
   Another experience was assisting 
and rescuing civilians at the time of 
the Great East Coast Flood in 1953 in 
Hunstanton, England. This happened 
on January 31, a devastating flood 
that damaged over 1000 miles of 
coastline. Over 30,000 people had to 
be evacuated. Members from the 84th 
Bomb Squadron joined in the search 
and recovery of victims, the national 
death toll was 307. 
   Archie also, had the privilege of 
seeing the Coronation of Queen 
Elizabeth in 1954. He watched the 
huge parade. It was a festival similar 

to our Mardi Gras. 
   The B-45A “Tornado” that Archie 
was assigned to was the first 
American jet bomber and the first 
jet atomic bomber. It’s first flight 
was in 1947. As the Cold War with 
the Soviet Union worsened, the 47th 
Bomb Group-later the Wing-
deployed with 3 squadrons of 
atomic capable B-45 A Tornados to 
RAF Sculthrope and RAF Alconbury 
in the United Kingdom. The actual 
atomic weapons were brought to 
Sculthrope by C-124’s under tight 
security. 
   Archie was honorably discharged 
after serving nearly four years in 
the U.S. Air Force on December 22, 
1954. 

Veterans Corner 

  After returning back home in 
Wisconsin, he went to school foe 
a short time. He then began work 
at the Stoughton Cab and Body, 
and Milprint, which is now 
UniRoyal. 
   He married Pat Slater in 1956. 
They have four children: Wayne, 
Kim, Karla and Mike. They have 
seven grandchildren. 
  He has served as Adjutant and 
Finance Officer for American 
Legion Post 59 and is also the 
membership Chairman. Archie 
was Stoughton’s 2009 Volunteer 
of the year 
 
    

   Archie T. Christensen 
              Air Force 
             1951-1954 
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  To bring you up to date on what the 
Meat Raffles are for and who is 
benefitting from them, I thought I 
would write a quick note.  
  The meat raffles have been 
scheduled to run every Saturday 
until we decide not to run them any 
more.  They have been a huge 
success.  We have had people come 
from Sun Prairie and Oregon and 
possibly other area cities.  We have 
received comments that since our 
raffle is for a good cause, they are 
willing to come and spend their 
money knowing it is going to our 
community and not just into a bar’s 
pocket.  
  Four groups are benefitting from 
the raffles.  The first is the 
Bar.  Archie has reported that the bar 
is doing very well during the 
raffles.  There has been quite a turn 
out of people, some who only come 
for the raffles, and some who have 
since come back at different times of 
the week.  
  On the first and fourth Saturday’s of 
the month, the money is going to the 
Legion Riders.  The Legion Riders 
are running the raffles through their 
checkbook, ordering and picking up 

the meat (from Bills in Oregon), 
providing the manpower, and 
doing the bookkeeping.  The 
Riders have not specifically 
decided where their funds will go, 
but most likely, much of it will 
support the American Legion 
Legacy Scholarship Fund.    
   The 2nd week’s profits are going 
to the Post for youth activities.  This 
money will fund the scholarship 
that we have decided to present at 
the Stoughton High School Awards 
Night.  Starting this year we will 
give a $250 scholarship with the 
hopes of growing that amount in 
the future.  This is a great way to 
fund the scholarship without 
having to take the funds from our 
general account.    
  The 3rd week’s profits are going to 
the Auxiliary Junior’s to support 
their youth programs.  The juniors 
have met and have decided on 
projects to keep them busy well 
into next year.  These funds will 
allow them to do their projects 
without breaking the auxiliary’s 
bank.  
  We could use workers to help do 

the raffle.  We have a few 
non-members who have said 
if we ever need help running 
the raffles, they are ready to 
help, but if we can have 
members do it, that would be 
a much better situation.  The 
first date that I know we need 
coverage is December 19th 
as the Lloyd family will all be 
celebrating Traci’s 
graduation from UW White 
Water.  If you are interested 
in running this or other 
raffles, please contact one of 
the Lloyds.  
  Please come and support 
the Legion.  The raffles just 
give you another avenue for 
support.  The bar has a very 
pleasant atmosphere and the 
hall is sitting there, just 
waiting for you to find a way 
to use it.  It is our building so 
we need to keep it active so 
it can be self-supporting.  If 
you have an event coming up 
or if you know of someone 
else who does, encourage 
them to contact Linda and 
see how the hall can work for 
their event. 
 
Mary Lloyd 
Past Commander 

What are those 2PM Saturday Meat Raffles?  

                     My Wish for You in 2010  
 May peace break into your house and may thieves come to steal your 
debts. May the pockets of your jeans become a magnet of  $200 bills. May 
love stick to your face like Vaseline and may laughter assault your lips! 
May your clothes smell of success like smoking tires and may happiness 
slap you across the face and may your tears be that of joy. May the 
problems you had forget your home address! In simple words.   
 May 2010 be the best year of your life!!! 

Happy New Year 
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Veterans $8.00 

 AMERICAN LEGION BAR 
   803 N. Page St. Stoughton, WI 

               Open to the Public 
  Bar open to serve you Wednesday – Sunday 

 
       Wednesday &Thursday: 3-9 PM or later.  
       Friday: 3-10pm or later 
       Saturday: 10:30-10pm or later. Sunday 11-9pm or later. 
 

                  Wednesday Ladies Night 
           Serving homemade Chili.  $.50 off any ladies drink 

Mon 10-6:30 
Tue 10-6:30 
Wed Closed 
Thu 10-6:30 
Fri 9-3 
Sat 9-1 
Sun Closed 

Your Local Contact 
Myron Sime 608-873-9290 



 

 8 

THE LEGION POST 

 

           Christmas Day Dinner  
                   At the VFW  
                   11am to 1pm 
        FREE OPEN TO THE PUBLIC 

Zen for Those Who Take Life Too Seriously: 

Monday is an awful way to spend 1/7 of your week. 
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