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Happy Fall!  
 
September was a busy 
month! We are most excited 
to say that our 100th 
Birthday open house, held 
on September 14th and our 
100th Birthday Legion 
Dinner on September 24th 
were a huge success. There 
are so many people to thank 
for the planning of this 
centennial celebration. First, 
we want to thank the 
planning committee who 
spent many hours putting 
this event together. We 
want to thank Larry Johnson 
and Dean Stenjem for 
creating a wonderful and 
very informative video 
presentation. Thank you to 
Steve Grady for his historical 
knowledge and 
presentation. We want to 
thank the Honor Guard for 
their participation in this 
celebration. A huge thank 
you goes out The American 
Legion Unit 59 Women’s 
Auxiliary and to all of our 
volunteers who helped with 
event preparation, food 
planning and prep, cleaning, 
organizing and everything 
else that made this 
celebration a success. We 

could not have done 
without each and every 
one of you. And of course, 
Mary Lloyd for organizing 
and planning as well as 
acting as facilitator during 
the event. Great job 
everyone!  
 
We continue to work on 
the installation of the new 
security system. It is close 
to being done! As I said last 
month, the Post has too 
many keys circulation and 
this system will eliminate 
that problem but also 
protect our Post from 
harmful activity.  
 
We have an amazing group 
of volunteers and while 
each has their own role, we 
realize that most of their 
work can be done during 
hours of operation. 
Therefore, only a very 
small group of people will 
be issued an access card. 
Our top priority continues 
to be what is best for the 
post. Thank you to 
everyone for your support 
and understanding while 
we work through some 
changes.  
As always, we want to 
thank all of our members 
and volunteers for their 
continued support.  
Commander Sonny 
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Meeting 
Schedule 

  

          Legion 
 2nd Monday 
    7:00 pm 

 
   Auxiliary 
1st Monday 
    6:30 pm 

 
Sons of the           

American Legion 
2nd Wednesday                           

7:00 pm 
 

Meetings are held 
at the Post. 

 
All members are 
encouraged to 

attend.  
 



 
 

   

   CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
Oct 5 – SAL Fish Boil – 4:00-7:00pm 

Oct 5 – Brett Peterson – 7:00-10:00pm 

Oct 8 – Columbus Day 

Oct 11 - Deans Blue Country – 7:00-10:00pm 

Oct 13 – US Navy Birthday (1775) 

Oct 14 – Clergy Appreciation Day 

Oct 18 – Acoustic Country Jam Session (in bar – no drums) 7:00-
10:00pm 

Oct 19 - 6th Annual ALA Chicken n’ Biscuit Dinner- 4:00-7:00pm 

Oct 20 – Breakfast (Venture Crew) – 7:30 – 11:00am 

Oct 22 – Legion Dinner – 6:30pm 

Oct 25 - Jackie Marie and Frank (Lefty) James 7:00-10:00pm 

Oct 26 – National Day of the Deployed 

Oct 26 – Halloween Karaoke Party with Big Johnson Karaoke– 7:00-
11:00pm (Costume Not Required to attend. Prizes for scariest & 
funniest costume) 

Oct 27 – Country Halloween Jam with Mikey Fuss and the Cherokee 
Three – 2:00-6:00 (Costume Not Required to attend.) 

Oct 31 – Happy Halloween! 

Nov 1 – Blue Moon Karaoke – 7:00-11:00pm 

Nov 3 – Daylight Savings Time Ends 

Nov 3 – Soup Potluck 2:30-6:00pm 

Nov 8 - Deans Blue Country – 7:00-10:00pm 

Nov 9 – VA Quilt Display – 8:00am – 3:00pm 

Nov 10 – Marine Corps Birthday  

Nov 11 – Veteran’s Day 

Nov 17 – Legion Breakfast - 7:30 – 11:00am 

Nov 22 - Jackie Marie and Frank (Lefty) James 7:00-10:00pm 

Nov 24 - Country Jam with Mikey Fuss and the Cherokee Three – 2:00-
6:00 

Nov 28 - Thanksgiving 

 
For Upcoming Legion Entertainment, call the Post at 

608.205.9090 for a recorded message or go to post59.us and 
click on the Upcoming Events tab. 

As always, there is no cover charge for Legion Entertainment 

EVENT PRICING 
Post Dinner: 6:30pm 

$11.00 
Breakfast: 7:30-11:30am 

$8.00 Adults/$4.00 Children under 10 
 

Hall Rentals 

Call  
Melissa at 608.220.9192 

Or email:  
Post59hallrental@gmail.com 

AMERICAN LEGION BAR 
803 NORTH PAGE STREET – STOUGHTON, WI 

OPEN TO THE PUBLIC 

Bar Open to Serve You: Wednesday – Sunday 

(Monday & Tuesday CLOSED) 

 Wednesday: Open at 3:00pm  
 Thursdapy: Open at 3:00pm  
 Friday: 3:00-10:00pm or later 
 Saturday: Noon-10:00pm or later 
 Sunday: 11:30am-6:00pm or later  

 

WEDNESDAY IS LADIES NIGHT 
$.50 off any Ladies Drinks 

 
THURSDAY IS THIRSTY THURSDAY 

Bud Light or Miller Light Taps 
12oz.- $1.00 / 16oz.- $1.50 

 

NO FISH FRY UNTIL FURTHER NOTICE 
 

SATURDAY – MEAT RAFFLE 
2:00 pm 

 
To Subscribe to an Email version of The Legion 

Post 

  Visit post59.us and subscribe or just email         
59legionpost@gmail.com and in the subject 
line put subscribe. 

 



 
 

   

CHAPLAIN’S CORNER 

“Make sure that nobody pays 
back wrong for wrong, but 
always strive to do what is 
good for each other and for 
everyone else.”   

1 Thessalonians 5:15    

Ed Nowicki, Chaplain 

 

Auxiliary Members: If you know of 
anyone who is hospitalized, or in 
need, please contact Linda 
Swangstu at 608.873.9428. 

 

  

The celebrations of the 100 year anniversary for American Legion Post 59 have 
been completed and what a great time it was at both of the events. A job well 
done by everyone involved in the planning and execution of the open house and 
the wonderful dinner. The SAL took part as well honoring 15 of the Charter 
Members who remain current or active in Squadron 59 on the celebration of our 
10th year. Mike Behr, Dan Blomgren, Dick Budden, Tim Carter, Leo Endres, Jeff 
Gassen, Jim Nowlin, Chad, Craig, Darin, Dustin, and Jim Oler, as well as Brian and 
Mike Phelps and Troy Tuebert have or will receive their Certificates of Recognition 
and Appreciation. Well done gentleman. 

It’s that time again. The Sons of the American Legion, Squadron 59 are ready to 
bring on the candy. Cashew Crunch brittle and Chocolate Covered Cashew Crunch 
made by our Amish candy maker “Candy” Andy Miller of Westby, WI are available 
for purchase at the Legion Bar or through any of the SAL members. One pound 
bags are still only $10.00 and the proceeds go into our general fund and towards 
many of the projects that we donate to on an annual basis. A good example is the 
$1000.00 donation we just made to Camp American Legion. Special Thanks to Jeff 
Gassen for making the trip and providing the donation along with $1500 more 
from Post 59 and the Auxiliary to the Legion Riders for their fund raising efforts. 

Bob Hocking 

 

Sons of the 
American  

Legion Report 
 

Post Membership News 
Our 100 year dinner went very well on Sept. 24th. We presented continuous membership awards for our 50+ year 
members. We have many. Ron Kittoe 50 years, Louis Halverson 55 years, Allan Eggleson 56 years, Norm Gerber 58 years, 
Bob Dvorak 61 years, and Dick Amundson and Lenny Swingen have 75 continuous membership. WOW! That is a feat I wish 
we all will accomplish someday. That speaks to how well our Post is doing in membership. 
Membership renewals are coming in slowly and our numbers don’t look much different than last month’s numbers. We 
renewed 221 out of 386 for 57%.  
Please send a check to the post at P.O. Box 16, Stoughton, WI 53589 or reply to the next membership renewal notice when 
they come out. I look forward to having many more 50+ year continuous members. Wouldn’t that be great! 
Remember, you can always renew on-line at http://www.wilegion.org, click on “Renew Online", enter your name 
and member ID number, pay with a Mastercard, Visa or Discover card. That's it. You’re done.   
Submitted by Bob Lloyd, Post 59 Membership Chairman 
608-873-5926 or Lloyd2364@sbcglobal.net 
 

                         



 
 

   

 

 

 

 

 
  

 

Greetings ~ 

Everyone can take a deep breath now and relax after all the hard work and efforts that went into 
the planning of our legion’s 100th Anniversary celebrations. What a success they were!!! Our 
auxiliary was proud to have dignitaries come to our legion dinner to help us celebrate. For those 
of you who were not in attendance, we welcomed, and introduced, our Department ALA 
President Joanie Dickerson, our 3rd District ALA President Jenni Syftestad and our Dane County 
ALA President Lou Hodgson. In addition, we presented years of service pins and certificates to 
Terry King (64 years), Ellen Curran (60 years), Catherine Mogden (57 years), Rita Sperry (56 years), 
Janet Peterson (48 years), Bonnie Dobson-Lamp (47 years), Gladys Meister (38 years), Sueann 
Young (35 years), Judy Bohling (33 years), Evonne Nelson (31 years), Michele McCrosson (31 
years), and Nicole Guetzke (31 years). 

A special thanks to Elvera Phelps, Sally Schieldt and Amy Hermes for attending the September 
Dane County Council and Auxiliary Meeting held in Mount Horeb.  

We have several new members: Shelby Thorson, Donna Maurer, Patty Ryan and D'Ann Hocking. 
Welcome!!! 
 
The 2020 Dues Renewal Notice have been sent out so please take a moment to send in your 
renewal payment. If you received a notice and are not sure if you have paid, please contact Lisa 
Olson at 279-4847. 
 
On Saturday, November 23rd, our auxiliary is hosting another Ice Cream Social at the VA 
Hospital. We serve delicious sundaes to the patients and guests. Auxiliary members, please 
mark your calendars. If you would like to help please contact Lisa Olson at 279-4847. It is a fun 
event which leaves you with a very rewarding feeling that you were able to bring a little 
sunshine to a veteran. 
 

Thanks to all our members for all they do!!!! 

-Cathy 
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Auxiliary News 

Euchre Card Party 
                             
Come join us every 2nd Wednesday of each month (through May 2020) at 1:00 pm to 
play euchre! All men & women are welcome to play. You do not need to be a member 
to play. 

 
 



 
 

   

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

American Legion Fun Facts 
 
 The American Legion was chartered by Congress September 16, 1919, as a patriotic veteran’s organization. 
 
 Post 59 chartered September,16, 1919. 
 
 On December 15, 1943, the Past National Commander Harry W. Colmery starts to write in longhand, on Mayflower Hotel 
 stationary in Washington, the first draft of what will later become the GI Bill. 
 
 June 22, 1944, President Franklin D. Roosevelt signs into law the original GI Bill; Servicemen’s Readjustment Act. 
 
 May 29, 1946, the Legion and American Legion Auxiliary present a small, struggling organization called the American Heart 
 Association with a $50,000 grant.  The grant inaugurates a nationwide program for the study, prevention and treatment of 
 rheumatic heart disease. 
 
 July 9, 1954, the American Legion Child Welfare Foundation is formed.  Today, more than $11 million has been awarded 
 to youth organizations and projects designed to help America’s Children. 
 
 September 1, 1966, The Legion voices great concern over the fate of prisoners of war in Vietnam.  Today, the Legion 
 urges a full accounting of all POWs and troops missing in action; and has formed a special group from among the nation’s 
 major veteran’s organizations to continue pressing for further resolution. 
 

AMERICAN LEGION AUXILIARY UNIT 59 
 

6th ANNUAL  
CHICKEN ‘N BISCUIT DINNER 

             
 

Saturday, October 19th 
  4:00 PM to 7:00 PM 

  
MENU 

Chicken & Gravy on Biscuits 
Mashed Potatoes, Coleslaw & Cranberry Sauce 

Coffee, Milk & Water 
Homemade Desserts 

 
Cost: Adults   $9.00 

Children 10 & under $5 
 

Our Honor Guard recently fitted for dress trousers. 
Alice Moen is making final adjustments with 
Michael Currie, under Sonny Swangstu’s 
supervision. 

 



 
 

   

 May 1, 1972, the Legion implements a Halloween safety program for children.  It remains the only national program  
 of its kind. 
 
 August 26, 1982, The Legion presents a $1 million check to the Vietnam Veterans Memorial Fund for construction of 
 the Wall in Washington, becoming the largest single contributor to the project. 
 
 August 2, 1990, the Legion files suit against the Federal Government for failure to conduct a congress-mandated 
 study about the effects of Agent Orange. 
 
 October 1,1995, The Legion forms the Persian Gulf Task Force to enhance services for the newest generation of wartime 
 veterans, thousands of whom suffer from illnesses linked to their service in the region. 

 

 
 
 
 

AMERICAN LEGION RIDERS ASSOCIATION DISTRICT 3 
MEAT RAFFLE 

Date 4-1-2019 to 4-30-2019 

  Income  $ Expenses  $ 10% Holding  $ Net Profit  $     Report on Raffle Report $ 

 Riders $  324      $  179.77 $     0  $  144.23             $ 144.23 

 Post $      0  $      0  $     0  $      0      $     0           

 Sons $  278  $  197.05 $     8    $    72.95 $     8  

 Aux $  311  $  206.11 $   10  $    94.89 $   10 

 Riders $      0  $      0  $     0  $      0  $     0 

Date 5-1-2019 to 5-31-2019 

  Income  $ Expenses  $ 10% Holding  $ Net Profit  $     Report on Raffle Report $ 

 Riders $  302      $  177.47 $     0  $  124.53             $ 124.53 

 Post $  302  $  175.49 $   12  $  114.51      $   12           

 Sons $  301  $  175.88 $   12    $  113.12 $   12  

 Aux $  259  $  187.53 $     7  $    64.47 $     7 

 Riders $      0  $      0  $     0  $      0  $     0 

 3rd District Legion Riders have been given permission to run a meat raffle out of Post 59 in Stoughton.  The conditions are: 

 1st Saturday the proceeds go to Legion Riders 

 2nd Saturday the proceeds go to Post 59 youth projects 

 3rd Saturday the proceeds go to Sons 59 youth projects 

 4th Saturday the proceeds go to Auxiliary 59 youth projects 

 5th Saturday when there is one proceeds go to Legion Riders 

 The Post, Unit and Sons have to report their proceeds on their own raffle license. 

 We are holding out 10% from each raffle to use for raffle expenses.  This amount should be reported on our raffle report. 

   



 
 

   

 

 

   

  

         FRIEND of the LEGION – SPONSOR of the MONTH                   

               
  

       

          
          
               
   

   

                      
               
    

        

 

 
 

  

 



 
 

   

 

 

 

    

 

 

 

 

 

 Post Dinner October 22, 2019 

At 6:30 pm 

please visit:www.post59.us/legion-post-dinner-information 

                                               Or Call 608.205.9090 

OTIS SAMPSON POST 59 
PO BOX 16 
STOUGHTON WI 53589 
RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

Otis Sampson American Legion Post 59 
DEADLINE FOR ARTICLES THE 1st OF EACH MONTH. 

Editor: April Vingum: 59legionpost@gmail.com 

Visit the Post website at www.post59.us 
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