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Com‘r’nandgr’s Report

Greetings and Happy New
Year!

Well, another year has gone
by. | don’t know where it
went but it sure went by
fast.

Thanks much to the SAL guys
and gals for having Santa
visit us. We had a great
breakfast and boy did all the
kids enjoy Santa. | think us
big kids liked him as well.

We, the Post officers and
members decided to change
our newsletter to be given
out quarterly. The cost and
lack of items to report has
taken a toll. This is going to
be a trial run to see how this
turns out. For those of you
who have a computer, you
can get your news off the
internet at the Post website
www.post59.us. You can
also send an email to the
newsletter editor at
59legionpost@gmail.com

and have your email added
to the group email sent out
each month. It has a copy of
the newsletter attached. For
those of you who do not
have a computer, you can
call the Post and leave your
name and you will receive a
hard copy in the mail. This

will go on for the next 4
months so be aware. Any
questions can be also
addressed to me. Sorry for
any inconvenience.

We will not have a Post
meeting in January or July
so put that on vyour
calendar.

Post dinners will remain
the same in January, the 4™
Tuesday of the month.
They will then be on the 4™
Tuesday of each month
thereafter.

| want to thank those in the
military, police, fire, EMS,
and all the others not listed
that sacrifice their time for
us. Being a veteran as are
all of you we know what it’s
like to be away from home
during the holidays
protecting what we have
here at home.

Thank you all for the
support you have given me
and our Post. Thank you to
all volunteers,

Commander Sonny

January 2020

In This Newsletter:
January 2020

Pg.1- Commanders Report.

Pg.2- Calendar of
Events/Legion Bar
Information

Pg.3- Sons of the American
Legion Report.

Pg.3-Chaplain’s Corner
Pg.4- Auxiliary News
Pg.5— Post News

Pg.6- Post News

Pg.7- Legion Sponsors
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS

Jan 1 —Happy New Year!

Jan 10 — Deans Blue Country 7:00pm — 10:00pm

Jan 17 — Rock and Blues Jam 7:30pm — 10:30pm

Jan 19 — Post Breakfast — 7:30am — 11:30am

Jan 20 — Martin Luther King Jr Day

Jan 24 - Jackie Marie and Frank (Lefty) James 7:00pm-10:00pm

Jan 26 - Country Jam with Mikey Fuss and the Cherokee Three —
1:00pm - 5:00pm (NEW TIME)

Feb 3 — Four Chaplains Day

Feb 14 — Valentine’s Day

Feb 14 - Deans Blue Country 7:00pm — 10:00pm

Feb 16 — Post Breakfast — 7:30am — 11:30am

Feb 17 — Presidents’ Day

Feb 19 — Coast Guard Reserve Birthday

Feb 28 - Jackie Marie and Frank (Lefty) James 7:00pm-10:00pm

For Upcoming Legion Entertainment, call the Post at
608.205.9090 for a recorded message or go to post59.us and
click on the Upcoming Events tab.

As always, there is no cover charge for Legion Entertainment

EVENT PRICING
Post Dinner: 6:30pm
$11.00
Breakfast: 7:30-11:30am
$8.00 Adults/54.00 Children under 10

AMERICAN LEGION BAR

803 NORTH PAGE STREET — STOUGHTON, WI

OPEN TO THE PUBLIC

Bar Open to Serve You: Wednesday — Sunday

VVVVY

(Monday & Tuesday CLOSED)
Wednesday: 3:00pm - 10:00pm
Thursday: 3:00pm — 10:00pm
Friday: 3:00pm - 10:00pm
Saturday: 12:00 - 10:00pm
Sunday: 12:00am-6:00pm

WEDNESDAY IS LADIES NIGHT
S$.50 off any Ladies Drinks

THURSDAY IS THIRSTY THURSDAY
Bud Light or Miller Light Taps
120z.- $1.00 / 160z.- $1.50

NO FISH FRY UNTIL FURTHER NOTICE

SATURDAY — MEAT RAFFLE
2:00 pm

Euchre Card Party

Come join us every 2" Wednesday of each
month (through May 2020) at 1:00 pm to play
euchre! All men & women are welcome to play.
You do not need to be a member to play.

-

Hall Rentals

Call
Melissa at 608.220.9192
Or email:

Post59hallrental@gmail.com

To Subscribe to an Email version of The Legion

Visit postd.us and subscribe or just email
59legionpost@gmail.com and in the subject

Post

line put subscribe.
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Sons of the
‘ American
- Legion Report

Oh, what a night, late December back in 20-19. My apologies to the band The
Four Seasons, Frankie Valli, and writer/key board player Bob Gaudio for taking
liberties with the lyrics to their great song December, 1963 (Oh What A Night) but
that sums it up for the huge crowd of revelers that made their way to the New
Year’s Eve/Customer appreciation party. The weather was good, and the
atmosphere was electric. Party goers were treated to some early evening All-Star
Karaoke with Larry Johnson, tables full of snacks, sandwiches, and other great
party foods, and several sets of some classic tunes from the 50’s, 60’s and even
some Country sprinkled in by the Bad Habit Band. A Champagne toast at midnight
to say goodbye to 2019 and welcome in 2020. Special thanks to Sally, Cathy and
Jeff for keeping the drinks flowing at the bar and the power trio of Donna and
Roger Strandlie along with Amy Hocking for shopping for, preparing, serving, and
cleaning up after the smorgasbord of delights. SAL Squadron 59 is happy to be
able to sponsor this yearly ritual and we’re especially proud that we can offer so
much food and fun to our guests at no charge. We’ll have a tough time following
this event next year but we’re up for the challenge.

Special thanks also go out to all that made the Breakfast with Santa a rousing
success. Each and every one of the SAL members and a crowd of volunteers
involved with the fund-raising breakfast can be proud of their efforts. The
breakfast, raffle, and other funds raised combined with toy donations and
purchases filled many boxes that were donated to the Toys for Tots campaign.
I’'m sure that there were many happy young faces at Christmas because of our
efforts.

Thanks Again!,
Bob

CHAPLAIN’S CORNER

Behold your King!

Lord God Almighty, may we behold
You this year!

In the hard times, teach us to
instinctively turn our face to You.

In the good times, help us to
remember You.

When news and changes come, may
we go first to You in prayer.

May our military members see You
everywhere they turn.

We pray for those who are keeping
up the fight, day after day. Father.
may they see they can’t make it on
their own strength. May they know
Your power

Please comfort the families of our
fallen, Father. Give them courage to
face this coming year.

Without You, there is no hope. No
light. No joy in the new year. Give
us more of You, God! Thank You
that You are happy to do so. We are
grateful to behold You, our Kin

Ed Nowicki, Chaplain

Auxiliary Members: If you know of
anyone who is hospitalized, or in
need, please contact Linda
Swangstu at 608.873.9428.

Post Membership News

Hello Legionnaires. | hope you had a wonderful holiday season. We had good news on the membership front in the last month,

with 25 members renewing their memberships.

We have currently renewed 298 out of 386 for a 77% renewal rate. In those numbers are 35 PUFLS, 71 renewed on-line, and
186 traditional renewals for 2020. We need to keep this up if we are going to reach our goal of 100% membership.

If you receive a renewal request from National Headquarters please send it in as soon as possible.

Remember you can always renew on-line at wilegion.org, click on renew online, enter your name and ID #

and pay with a credit card. It's as easy as 1-2-3.
Happy New Year!
Bob Lloyd, Membership Chairman, Post 59
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Auxiliary News

Greetings!

| hope everyone had a wonderful holiday season and that you were all able to enjoy time with
your family and friends.

| would like to thank the American Legion Riders for the donations they make to our Children &
Youth fund throughout the year. In 2019 we received over $1000 from their Meat Raffles
proceeds! Every 4™ Saturday is donated to the Auxiliary. We recently used $250 from that fund
for Stoughton’s “Host-A-Family” program. Between the Post & SAL & Auxiliary we were able to
sponsor 3 families this year, which included 11 children. Thank you to Sherry Leick, Marilyn Teigen
and Lisa Olson for doing all the gift shopping and delivery.

The Auxiliary donated two baskets in December to the SAL for their breakfast for Toys for Tots.
Once again thanks to Bonnie Kennedy for such beautiful baskets and to all of you who bought the
raffle tickets too. The next Legion breakfast is on Sunday, January 19" and we are looking forward
another great turnout.

December also saw the start of a new project for our Auxiliary called the “VA Giving Tree”. You
can read all about the results of that effort in this newsletter. Thanks to Dawn Clark and Lisa
Olson for making this project take off and to all who were able to donate.

At the December Post dinner our “Patriotic Stitchers” quilting group presented quilts to two
deserving Legionnaires. The first quilt was made by Alice Moen and presented to Larry Johnson.
The other quilt was made by me and presented to Bud Erickson.

2019 was successful year for our Poppy Program also. From our proceeds of over $3,650 we
were able to donate to numerous Auxiliary Programs for the good of our veterans including:

The Legacy Scholarship Fund, Homeless Female Veterans, Father’s Day Dinners at the King
Nursing Home, Camp American Legion, Veterans and Family Assistance Fund, Surgical Assistance
Pillows for VA Hospital Vets (for after heart, lung and liver surgery) and to the Madison Veterans
Hospital. We also donated to the Wisconsin Disabled American Veterans (DAV) Transportation
Fund and the Stoughton RSVP Transportation program. Both programs provide rides for veterans
to medical appointments at no cost.

And now a word about membership. As of today, 135 Auxiliary members (85%) have paid their
2020 dues. But we still have 25 members that we haven’t heard from. It’s still not too late to
renew. Please support the efforts and programs of your auxiliary by paying your dues now. If
you’re not sure if you paid yet, contact Lisa Olson @ 608-279-4847.

Thanks to all our members for all they do! By our groups working together we are truly a Legion
Family! Stay tuned for all the great plans we have for 2020!

Cathy Rigdon - ALA Unit 59 President
PS. HAPPY BIRTHDAY SONNY!
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Cathy Rigdon presenting Bud Erickson with a Veteran
Quilt, recognizing and thanking him for his service to
our country and his volunteerism to the Legion. Photo
courtesy of Tim Erickson Photography.

Alice Moen presenting Larry Johnson with a Veteran
Quilt, recognizing and thanking him for his service to our
country and his volunteerism to the Legion. Photo
courtesy of Tim Erickson Photography.

‘ AN

Host A Family

Again this year, the Post gathered gifts to support our AmazonSmile

community through the Host A Family Program. The picture

below shows the items that were gifted.

Do you shop on Amazon? With a 10-second sign-
on through smile.amazon.com, your Amazon
purchases will generate a 0.5 percent donation to
American Legion Auxiliary Foundation Inc.
whenever you shop on Amazon through
AmazonSmile. No added cost. No added fee. Just
log in to your Amazon account through this link
and you're now supporting the ALA. Nothing could
be easier!
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The GIVING TREE

Thank you to all of you who participated in our VA “Giving Tree” in
December. What a wonderful response!

We delivered a pickup truck FULL of your donations to the VA Hospital.

We collected blankets, sweatshirts and sweatpants, tee shirts, socks, scarfs and shoes.
Also, many reading glasses, postage stamps and numerous arts and crafts items.

The items you donated will be used by hospital patients and we learned that some of the
clothing the VA will be giving to the Veteran’s Homeless Shelter on East Washington
Street.

Thank you again for all your donations!
Auxiliary Unit 59

Do it... for someone you don't know, may never meet, but know...
that they are out there.
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Post Dinner — January 28, 2020 at 6:30pm
Menu: Ham, baked potato and creamed green beans
please visit:www.post59.us/legion-post-dinner-information
Or Call 608.205.9090

ar LIKE US ON &9
@ facebook

Otis Sampson American Legion Post 59
DEADLINE FOR ARTICLES THE 15t OF EACH MONTH.
Editor: April Vingum: 59legionpost@gmail.com

Visit the Post website at www.post59.us




