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Hello and Happy Fall to everyone,

Our warm summer months are now
behind us, and the cool and cold
months of fall and winter are ahead.
Our Post has been very busy during the
summer and fall months. The Legion
Hall has been booked solid on
weekends through October and | want
to thank Sherry Leick and our Auxiliary
members for all they do with the events
in the hall. The Post Tiki bar closed on
September 30" with a Flannel night
event that was a lot of fun for all, thank
you to Sally and Kelly for organizing the
event.

We started up our monthly members
dinner in September with the ever-
favorite Swiss Steak dinner. It was a
special dinner as we recognized our
Post Honor Guard and presented long
time Honor Guard Coordinator Al Vick
with a plaque for his Honor Guard
service and the Auxiliary Patriotic
Stitchers presented three quilts to three
of our Post members. We will not be
having our monthly dinners in
November and December because of
the holidays. We will start up again on
January 24, 2023. Please sign up at the
bar for January's dinner so we have a
count for the number of dinners
needed.

Our November through January
calendars are filling up fast with a
number of events. Veterans Day is on
November 11th, so don't forget to thank
a veteran for their service. Election Day
is November 8th, so get out the vote.
We will be having a number of musical
events in November and December. On
November 4t & 18™ Bryan Alan Piper
will be playing from 7 to 10. November
5t Bad Habit Band will be playing from
7 to 10. December 3@ we will have our
ugly sweater night >>>>>

and contest with Universal Sound
playing from 7 to 10. Bryan Piper
will be back with us on December
9t from 7 to 10. On December 17t
Bad Habit Band will be back at the
Post from 7 to10. We are also
continuing our Sunday Jams which
will be on the 4% Sunday of the
month however no Jam on Sunday
December 251, Other events in
December will be the annual Navy
League fundraiser on December
10" with the Army/Navy game on
our big screen. Come on down and
root for your favorite team. Our
Post SAL will be having their
annual Breakfast with Santa and
Toys for Tots event and to end the
year we are having our New Year's
Eve party.

If you have or know someone
deployed or on active duty the
annual Christmas packages that
Larry Johnson sends out before the
holidays will need to have the
names and addresses no later than
November 25 to Larry.

In closing, | want to take a
moment and let all of our members
and their family's know that we
continue our successful service to
our area veterans and Stoughton
community because of you and
your support to our Post. To all of
our wonderful volunteers who
continue to work hard to make our
Post successful, thank you so much
for all you do.

Happy Holidays and Happy and
Healthy New Year to you all!

Commander Michael

January 2023

Contact Information for Post 59

Post 59 Email: alpost59@gmail.com

Michael Currie — Commander
PH: (608) 712-6747
Email: Michaelcurrie@charter.net

Mike Ayers — Service Officer
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Email: tgmgr@yahoo.com

Jim Oler — Finance Officer
PH: (608) 347-4407
Email: oller8888 @gmail.com

Amy Hermes — ALA President
PH: (608) 516-8720
Email: AHermes@stoughtonhealth.com

Bob Hocking — SAL Commander
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Email: bobghocking@gmail.com

Dean Stenjem — Newsletter Editor
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ELECTION DAY CHILI FEST

On October 18, 2017, the Stoughton Area
Veterans Memorial Park was dedicated. The
$1.2 million project was completely paid for by
donations and fund raisers, mostly from the
Stoughton community. Although the park
itself is paid for, the costs to maintain this
beautiful landmark are approximately $18,000
per year. As aresult, continued donations and
fundraisers are necessary.

On Election Day, November 8, the Veterans
Park Committee will hold a chili fest to be held
at the American Legion Post at 803 N. Page
from 4:00 until 7:00. The costs are $8.00 for
adults and $5.00 for kids under ten.

MEAT RAFTLE
EVERY SATURDAY @ 2:00pm

Any events for Post 59 are subject to change. Please check our website @
www.post59.us or our Facebook page @ www.facebook.com/post59stoughton for any
changes to the events listed.

November/December 2022
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Significant Dates for this Quarter
NOVEMBER 2022
Nov. 4™": Bryan Alan Piper Music @ 7:00pm
Nov. 5": Bad Habit Band @ The Legion 7:00pm
Nov. 5™ Veteran Quilt Display 8:00am — 3:00pm
Nov. 6": Daylight Savings Time Ends
Nov. 7": Monthly Auxiliary Meeting @ 5:30pm
Nov. 8": SAVMP Chili Fundraiser 4:00pm — 7:00pm
Nov. 9" Sons of the American Legion Monthly Mtg. 7:00pm
Nov. 10": Marine Corps Birthday (247"
Nov. 11" Veterans Day
Nov. 14" Monthly Legion Meeting @ 7:00pm
Nov. 18™: Bryan Alan Piper Music @ 7:00pm
Nov. 20™": Monthly BREAKFAST 7:30am - 11:30am
Nov. 24": Thanksgiving Day
Nov. 27": Country Music Jam - 2:00pm — 6:00pm
DECENMBER 2022
Dec. 1t Civil Air Patrol (USAF Auxiliary) Birthday
Dec. 3™: Universal Sound Band/ Ugly Sweater Night @ 7:00
Dec. 5": Monthly Auxiliary Meeting @ 5:30pm
Dec. 7™ Pearl Harbor Day
Dec. 10™: ARMY-NAVY Game Social & Fundraiser 1:00 — 6:00pm
Dec. 11" SAL BREAKFAST with SANTA @ 7:30am
Dec. 13": National Guard Birthday
Dec. 14™: Sons of the American Legion Monthly Mtg. 7:00pm
Dec. 17": BAD HABIT BAND Christmas Show @ 7:00pm
Dec. 20'": Space Force Birthday
Dec. 25": CHRISTMAS DAY
Dec. 31%: New Year’s Eve Party @ The Legion
JANUARY 2023
Jan. 1*: New Year’s Party at The Legion CONTINUED
Jan. 9™": Monthly Legion Meeting @ 7:00pm
Jan. 11" Sons of the American Legion Monthly Mtg. 7:00pm
Jan. 15" Monthly BREAKFAST 7:30am - 11:30am
Jan. 22": Country Music Jam - 2:00pm — 6:00pm
Jan. 24": Legion Membership Monthly Dinner
Jan. 31% Life Line Screening — 8:00am — 5:00pm

Events are subject to change. Please check our
website @ www.post59.us or our Facebook page @
www.facebook.com/post59stoughton for any
changes to the events listed above.

AMERICAN LEGION BAR

https://www.post59.us/the-legion-bar
803 NORTH PAGE STREET — STOUGHTON, WI
OPEN TO THE PUBLIC - 608-205-9090

Bar Open to Serve You: Wednesday — Sunday
(Monday & Tuesday CLOSED)
Wednesday: 3:00pm — 8:00pm
Thursday: 3:00pm — 8:00pm
Friday: 3:00pm - 10:00pm
Saturday: 12:00am - 12:00pm
Sunday: 12:00-6:00pm

VVVVYVYY

To Subscribe to an Email (PDF) version of The
Legion Post

Visit:

www.post59.us/the-legion-post

and fill out the form.

Madison Navy League to Host Army-Navy Game Social

Raise Funds for Sea Cadets & STEM Programs

Navy League of the United States, Madison Council, is hosting its
Annual Army-Navy Game Social and Fundraiser from 1 to 6 p.m.,
Saturday, December 10, at the Otis Sampson American Legion Post
59, 803 N. Page Street, Stoughton. The event is open to the public
and admission is free.

This year, the Madison Council is donating proceeds from the
event’s raffle ticket sales, 50/50 raffle and basket raffle to two youth
programs: The Battleship Wisconsin Division U.S. Naval Sea Cadets,
and local STEM/SeaPerch programs.

The United States Naval Sea Cadet Corps (Sea Cadets) is a maritime
based youth program sponsored by the U.S. Navy and supported by
the U.S. Coast Guard. Cadets train on naval bases and other military
installations in a variety of military disciplines, always choosing
adventure, seeking challenges, and stepping outside of their comfort
zones. The Battleship Wisconsin Division meets regularly in La Crosse,
Wis.

Come and watch the biggest rivalry in college football -- the Navy
Midshipmen and the Army Black Knights -- on the big screen in the
American Legion Hall. Chili, brats and all the fixings will be available
for $10 per person.

Companies or individuals interested in donating baskets for the raffle
should contact Lisa Kromanaker at kromanaker@madisoncollege.edu.

For event information, please contact Joan Behr at (608) 669-3182
or joanbehr@aol.com.

The Navy League of the United States, founded in 1902 with the support of
President Theodore Roosevelt, is a nonprofit civilian organization that
supports America’s sea services: The Navy, Marine Corps, Coast Guard and
U.S.-flag Merchant Marine. The Navy League is unique among military-
oriented associations in that it is a civilian organization dedicated to the
education of our citizens, including our elected officials, and the support of
the men and women of the sea services and their families. You need not have
served in the military to be a member of the Navy League.
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Auxiliary News
Unit 59

Greetings All~

“The measure of who we are is what we do with what
we have.”-Vince Lombardi

If you know me, you know football is one of my favorite
things about fall. The start of the holiday season, packed full
of our memories and traditions, is also a time to show
gratitude to others who may not be as fortunate as ourselves.
With that being said, the ALA has been very busy giving to
others and planning for a variety of fall activities!

e Marjorie Kittleson is our newest member to join the ALA!

e On September 10, Lisa Olson, Bonnie Kennedy and Louise
Christopher volunteered at and presented over 400
cookies for the 115" Fighter Wing Family Day Picnic
Luncheon at Truax Field. This was made possible by so
many of our members who are excellent bakers!

e At our September meeting, Kay Weeden, from the
Resettlement Program, came to speak with us regarding
the needs of new Ukrainian families that are living in
Stoughton. We were very proud to be able to donate
$1000 to them during the Ukrainian Culture Days.

e  During the month of September, Dawn Clark and Sally
Schieldt have been busy reinvigorating our Junior
Members with personal phone calls.

e This quarter, we have also started planning for the
donation of a High School Scholarship. The ALA has never
done this before, so we are excited that some of
fundraising events have helped establish our new
Scholarship Fund.

e At our October meeting, Laura Braund, Executive Director
of START, spoke to us about START and how donations
help out our community members. Proceeds from the
Annual Chicken and Biscuit Dinner on October 22 will be
donated START.

e At our November meeting, we will be having the
Stoughton K-9 Crew come speak to us. We are really
hoping Odin will be able to join them. We have extended
an invite to all Post, SAL, and Junior Members that may
be interested in hearing about this as well.

e In December, watch for the Giving Tree with items to be
donated to veterans in need.

SAVE THE DATE: April 29 the ALA will be hosting a “Senior”
Prom. The theme will be “Dancing through the Decades,” so
iron up your dresses and dust of your tuxedos! We are hoping
it will be a fun event for all!

Thank you to all our great volunteers for without your help
and support we would not be able to do all the things we do!

In friendship & fellowship, ﬁ}/}ic ; f{ ey

AUXILIARY MEMBERSHIP UPDATE

THANK YOU to our Auxiliary members who have paid their
2023 Dues! As of today, over 80% of our members have
already renewed. However, we still have 35 members left to
pay. If you are not sure whether you have paid,

please give us a call. Also please do not hesitate to contact us if
you need assistance in paying your dues. The Auxiliary is
always ready to help. 2023 Dues are due by December 31%,
2022.

You may also pay your dues over the phone by credit card by
calling National @ 317-569-4570 between 7:00 am and 3:30 pm.
You will speak to a live person. It takes less than five minutes.

Or to pay online go to www.alaforveterans.org.
Lisa Olson 608-279-4847 or Anna Paul 608-205-2298

115th Fighter Wing
H&mn:-9lnerDommanrCymxhat}frpouerandPrwide&gi!eSuppombrD(maeslv'cOpwalimls |
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On Saturday, September 10th, several American Legion Posts & six
Auxiliaries from Dane County joined forces at a Family Day Picnic for the
115% Fighter Wing at Truax.
There were eight Dane County Auxiliaries who together donated over
3,000 cookies.
Volunteering from Stoughton were Bonnie Kennedy, Louise Christopher
and Lisa Olson.
In addition, sixteen Stoughton Auxiliary members donated over 400
cookies with short notice. Volunteers grilled brats, served food, assisted
with kid’s games, dunk tank, silent auction and picture taking for families
with the F16s. We served over 2,500 Air Guard & their family members.
The 115th Fighter Wing Commander made sure to thank the entire
Legion Family while he was on stage during a short presentation for the
final flyover by the F16s before the Badger Game.
Our Unit has also been presented with an F16 picture from the Guard in
appreciation for our support. It will be displayed in the hall next to our
banner.

Hall Rentals

For More Information, please contact Sherry Leick
@ post59hallrental@gmail.com

or go to our website @

Post 59-Otis Sampson American Legion
Stoughton/Hall Rental Information
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Post 59
Service Officer Report

Post 59 Service Officer Updates
Suicide Prevention/Intervention

On the evening of October 24" Legion Post 59 and VFW Post 328
co-sponsored an education and services event at the VFW focusing
on Veteran Suicide Prevention and Intervention entitled Question
Persuade and Refer (QPR) presented by the Wisconsin
Department of Veterans Affairs.

At the conclusion of the QPR training area veteran program
providers were allowed time to outline their service and contact
information.

Another noteworthy news item about our Madison VA Hospital:

“We received amazing news and, if you haven’t heard, or even if
you have, I’'m proud to share it. The William S. Middleton Memorial
Veterans Hospital received the Veterans Health Administration
Overall Best Experience Award at this year’s VA Customer
Experience Symposium in Washington, D.C. This award is the
highest such distinction for VA hospitals in the nation, which means
we ranked #1 among the 171 VA medical centers.

I couldn’t be more proud of our team members. They maintained
a Veteran-centric focus during one of the most difficult times in our
history. For this award, VA facilities were evaluated based on a
comprehensive review of inpatient experience, employee
experience, All Employee Survey results, and customer trust scores.
For that reason, | want to thank you, our Veterans, who we are so
proud to serve. We appreciate the time you took to recognize our
efforts and share your feedback so that we can ensure you the best
possible experience.

I hope you are as proud of our staff as | am. | know, for them, the
true reward comes from the outstanding care they provide for our
Veterans.

Thank you.
John Rohrer, Hospital Director”
Veterans Resources for this newsletter edition

The Madison Vet Center
1291 North Sherman Avenue, Madison Wisconsin
Phone 608-264-5342

They offer confidential help for Veterans, service members, and
their families at no cost in a non-medical setting. Their services
include counseling for needs such as depression, posttraumatic
stress disorder (PTSD), and the psychological effects of military
sexual trauma (MST). Vet Center can also connect veterans with
more support in the VA and our community.

Hero Center of Wisconsin
Housing & assistance designed, built, and managed
for Military Veterans by Military Veterans
Phone 608-609-0490
Located at 2014 Green Road just outside of Stoughton is a rural

CONTINUED>>>>>>>>>>>

housing community supporting

Sons of the American
Legion Report
Squadron 59
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Before the summer months that flew by at breakneck speed
are completely forgotten, | would like to express a huge thank
you to the members of SAL Squadron 59 and the volunteers
that were involved in the delivery, placement, and pickup of
the more than 10 dozen American flags on Patriots Day
(September 11*") The weather was not ideal, both flags and
participants withstood the battle with the raindrops that
morning and evening. “Raise the Flag” is a heart-warming
exercise, and we are indeed proud to do our part. Thanks again
to Dan, Donna, Tim, Kyle, Bob H, Amy, Bob C, Larry, Donny, and
Marti. Rob York and Roger Strandlie deserve extra recognition
for re-rolling all the flags after they had a chance to dry out. We
will have our last “Raise the Flag” of 2022 on Veterans Day,
November 11",

The next few months are the busiest of the year for our
squadron. Our annual candy sale will be starting shortly after
our Fish Boil fundraiser. Candy Andy and family have assured
me that there will be no issues with ingredients availability.
Cost increases will mean a $1.00 increase to $11.00 per one-
pound bag however. Please remember that we have had over
the last number of years a shortage of candy as we close in on
the holidays. The early bird gets the worm. Our Holiday
celebration begins with our Toy’s for Tot’s campaign. Toys can
be brought to the Legion as well as Zelm Chiropractic
Stoughton and McFarland, and Crown Flooring Madison.
Breakfast with Santa will be on Sunday December 11t Keep an
eye out for additional activities posted at the Legion and on the
website. If you have an interest in joining the SAL or becoming
a volunteer, please ask for info at the Legion or contact any of
the SAL officers listed in the dining and entertainment hall.

Bob Hocking - SAL Squadron 59 Commander

Service Officer Updates Continued:

area veterans with life sustainment and betterment services
for area veterans. Monthly leases are offered based on the
Veterans ability to pay and receive agreed upon services. This
property is in an incredibly peaceful location with 5 single
rooms with a private bathroom,10 single rooms with a shared
bathroom and 1 larger couple’s suite. Each newly refurbished
space is furnished with a new mattress, TV, Locker, and all
necessary amenities. The facility also includes access to free
WiFi, a large community commercial kitchen and dining area,
laundry room and lounge areas, shared with other veterans
who share common life experiences and understanding.

If | can be of assistance or point you in the right direction, please feel
free to contact me at my email tgmgr@yahoo.com or for more dire
needs by phone at 608-335-1771.

Mike Ayers - Post 59 Service Officer
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Meet Gwendolyn Kraak

The next time you visit the Legion for a dinner, or a breakfast take a look
towards the front of the hall in the history library. You will notice a
mannequin of a woman smartly dressed in a 1940’s Army uniform. That
uniform belonged to Sergeant First Class Gwendolyn Marie Kraak. She
was born in 1910 and served in the Women’s Army Corps as a nurse in
Europe during WWII. Gwendolyn passed away in 1997 at the age of 87
years.

Her nephew, Thomas Beatty, was a member of our Post 59. When
Thomas passed away in September 2021, his wife Sheila donated
Gwendolyn’s uniform and purse to our Post. We will now proudly display
her uniform in her honor and in honor of the many other women service
members who served our country during WWII and continue to serve
today.

~ Lisa Olson

CHAPLAINS’ CORNER

There is a winter in all of our lives, a chill and darkness that
makes us yearn for days that have gone or put our hope in
days yet to be. Father God, you created seasons for a
purpose. Spring is full of expectation buds breaking frosts
abating and an awakening of creation before the first days
of summer. Now the sun gives warmth and comfort to our
lives reviving aching joints bringing color, new life, and crops
to fruiting. Autumn gives nature space
to lean back, relax and enjoy the fruits of its labor mellow
colors in sky and landscape as the earth prepares to rest.
Then winter, cold and bare as nature takes stock rests,
unwinds, sleeps until the time is right. An endless cycle and
yet a perfect model. We need a winter in our lives a time of
rest, a time to stand still a time to reacquaint ourselves with
the faith in which we live. It is only then that we can draw
strength from the one in whom we are rooted
take time to grow and rise through the darkness into the
warm glow of your springtime to blossom and flourish bring
color and vitality into this world your garden. Thank you,
Father, for the seasons of our lives.

Ed Nowicki - Post 59 Chaplain

Attention

All Stoughton and surrounding area residents who
have friends or relatives in the Armed Forces presently
stationed in the United States or in other countries
that won't be able to come home for Christmas.
The American Legion Post 59 Stoughton is sending
Christmas service packages FREE OF CHARGE to
all service men and women who qualify.

We need names and addresses of the
soldiers no later than Nov. 25th.

Just text the soldier’s name and full address,
plus your name and phone number to:

608-513-8218. If you have any questions,
call Larry Johnson at: 608-513-8218

If a person or business wants to
donate money for packages,
mail check to:

American Legion Post 59, 803 N Page St,
Stoughton, WI 53589.

C/0 Jim Oler.

Please include a separate note or memo
on check: Christmas Service Packages

Let’s send our soldiers some Christmas
Spirit from Wisconsin so they know
we’re thinking of them, proud of them
and can thank them for their service.

THE CANDY IS HERE! SUPPLIES ARE LIMITED!
Available at Bar @ Post 59

Sons of the American Legion Fundraiser

Cashew Crunch

Chocolate Covered, Regular or Scrunch

1 Pound Bags

$11.00

ATTENTION VETERANS—DD-214

Recently, a deceased veteran was buried with no military
honors. However, we later found out that the family had wanted
those honors. In addition, the next of kin knew nothing about
the DD-214 and did not request military honors from the funeral
home. The family thought military honors were an automatic
for any veteran. Not true. The family needs to request military
honors and they need to show a copy of the DD-214 to the
funeral director.

So, vets, make sure to let your next of kin know where your
DD-214 is located.

Bud Erickson - Member, Post 59 Honor Guard
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CHRISTMAS DINNER

December 25
VFW Hall, 200 Veterans Road (Cty.N)
Stoughton, WI.

ALL ARE WELCOME!
Dine-In 11:00am - 1:00pm
Deliveries will start at 10:00am
If you need a ride (handicap accessible van) or
if you want a meal delivered, please RSVP to
indicate which option works for you!

Call (608) 873-8585 by December 215t

Leave: Your Name, Address, Phone Number
How many dinners you need

How many passengers need a ride
(Rides and delivery limited to Stoughton School District area)

HOSTED BY: The American Legion Post 59, The VFW
Post 328, and their Auxiliaries and Volunteers

PATRIOTIC STITCHERS

Judy Swatek and her family attended the September legion
dinner displaying the quilt which was previously presented to
Jerry Swatek. A formal presentation was made, recognizing
Jerry’s military service. The quilt was made by Alice Moen and
presented to Jerry at his home. Jerry passed two months after
receiving the quilt.

How could we ever forget Jim Oler!!!l Jim was
presented with a quilt on November 12, 2019 at the
legion supper. Jim was recognized for his military
service and his unbelievable hours of dedication to our
legion. The running joke of this presentation was to
impress on Jim that, “this is a quilt ... not a blanket.”
The quilt was made by Alice Asleson and ultimately
was the last veteran’s quilt Alice made to be
presented at a legion supper.

Mike Griggs was presented with a quilt at the
September legion dinner, recognizing him for his
military service and many, many hours of dedication to
our legion and the Stoughton community. The quilt
was made by Pat Broadbent.

Joe Erickson was surprised when he was presented
with a quilt at the September legion dinner. Family
members attended the presentation to celebrate Joe’s
military service and service to our legion. The quilt
was made by Lori Moe-Kittelson.
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608-249-8178 of every detail
800-400-8178 =~

ESAService@outlook.com Stoughton WI53589
= www.east-sideautomotive.com &
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MEMORIALS. Inc. CRESS
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I e www.CressFuneralService.com
Loca Reprasemame. Myron Sime Funeral and Cremation Care
Sougmn & Consutant
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Sara Paton Barkenhagen, Martha Paton,
ARCHIEMONUMENTSINC z .
Since 1365 Dale Holzhuter, Mike Smits, TT -
Pete Gunderson, & Matt Gunderson. S ‘ ,
Main Ofica'Showroom ’ ME'S Am —
PO 510 ZMues Somot . . , . t just koffee
Viaerionn, W 53034 by 1358 US-51, Stoughton, WI 53589 )
608.873.4590 4 gundersonfh.com 355 E Main St + Stoughton, WI 53589

& 608.873.6717
The Gunderson Family 97 years.

CAUTOMOT [V ELad
SERVICE & REPAIR 608-873-8800 &
1324 Hwy 51-138 WHERE ALL YOUR RENTAL
Stoughton, Wi 53589 NEEDS ARE MET
Phone 608-873-8800
Fax 608-873-8822 .+
www.conantauto.com 1415 Hwy. 51-138

Joe & Erin Conant - Owners Slotighion. W 51909 608-764-8200

608-873-3161

Help Is Just Around The Comrner-.

36 N Main St. Deerfield
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POST 59 OFFICERS UNIT 59 AUXILIARY Squadron 59 SAL
Commander OFFICERS OFFICERS
Michael Currie President Commander

1st Vice Commander Amy Hermes Bob Hocking
Rodger Hansen Vice President 1st Vice Commander
2nd Vice Commander Dawn Clark Dean Stenjem

Dale Seffens Secretary 2nd Vice Commander
3t Vice Commander Kate Schieldt Dan Blomgren

Ken Schieldt Treasurer Sgt. At Arms
Service Officer Lisa Olson Bob Crofoot

Mike Ayers Chaplain Finance Officer
Sgt. At Arms Anna Paul Jim Oler

Randy Robertson Membership Adjutant

Finance Officer Lisa Olson Roger Strandlie
Jim Oler Historian
Adjutant Rob York

Joshua Holt Chaplain

Judge Advocate Brian Vogt

Tom Jenny

Chaplain DEADLINES FOR QUARTERLY ARTICLES
Edward Nowicki October 15" (Nov, Dec, Jan Newsletter)

January 15" (Feb, Mar, Apr Newsletter)
April 15" (May, June, July Newsletter)
July 15" (Aug, Sept, Oct Newsletter)
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