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Greetings Legion Family & Friends,  
  
  I hope you are enjoying this beautiful 
summer weather. The farmers and gardeners 
should have a good harvest this year. 
Speaking of “Harvest”… we produced a 
bumper crop of Poppies this year!    Through 
the generosity of our members and the 
community we received over $3,700 which 
will be distributed to American Legion 
Auxiliary veteran programs and a few local 
area veteran assistance programs as well. 
Our Poppy funds can only be used for 
veterans in need or active military or their 
families. The Auxiliary has also purchased a 
stone bench for the Veterans Memorial Park. 
A large portion of the $3000 cost was 

donated by our funeral luncheon proceeds.  
  In June we made a $100 donation to the 
Stoughton Hospital Foundation and 
sponsored four of our ‘ace” Euchre players to 
participate in the tournament at the 11th 
Annual Swinging for Health Outing. We also 
made a $500 donation to the Legion Rider’s 
Spirit Run to King, WI on Father’s Day. The 
funds they collected go to the Legacy 
Scholarship Program. These scholarships 
are awarded to children who have a parent 
who died in service.  
  We recently lost our Auxiliary member, Judy 
Anderson. She was a member of our unit for 
26 years.  Ruth Kvalheim also recently 
passed away. She was a Past President of 
our Unit. Our sympathy goes out to their 
families. As is our custom, our Charter was 
draped in their honor at our July meeting. We 
will be starting our basket raffles again at the 
breakfast on the 3rd Sunday of each month. 
These raffles have proven in the past to be 
an excellent fund-raising project for us. Each 
basket will have a different theme every 
month.   
 
President continued on page 2 
 

Auxiliary News 

 

Hello Legionaries, 
 
  Well, summer is half over and 
I hope you all had a nice 4th of 
July weekend. 
  Since I am back again as your 
Commander, let me know if we 
need to change things at the 
Post or if you have anything you 
want to talk about, etc. 
  Linda and I took a ride up to 
The High Ground Veteran’s 
Memorial Park in Neillsville and 
what a treat it was. Everyone 
needs to go up there and see 

this beautiful place. They have 
over 146 acres and electric 
carts for those who have 
difficulty walking. They give 
everyone headphones and a 
tape player explaining all the 
different areas which are 
marked by numbers. They have 
monuments for every conflict 
with names and information 
about each. There are many 
statues on the site and they 
have covered every aspect of 
past wars. The site is very 
informational and educational 
for every age. I think it would be 
a good bus trip for our Post. 
Can I have some input 
regarding this idea?  I would 
like to see our Honor Guard 
participate in one of their events 

in the near future. They have 
events every weekend. Their 
Web site is: 
www.thehighground.org and 
Facebook is 
www.facebook.com/TheHighgr
oundVeterans Memorial. 
  Speaking of the warm and 
cold weather, when we get our 
Bryant Foundation Grant, we 
will be able to add more heat 
and cooling pipes to the dining 
area as well as a new furnace 
in that area. This will help with 
more even heat and air 
conditioning throughout the 
whole building. We will also 
redo the cabinets and add new 
counter tops behind the bar as 
well.  
 
Commander continued on page 2 
 

 

 

 

tel:608-873-8924
tel:608-873-5818
http://www.thehighground.org/
http://www.facebook.com/TheHighgroundVeterans
http://www.facebook.com/TheHighgroundVeterans


 

 2  

THE LEGION POST 

 

  

 

 

 

   

                   

July 19 - Legion Breakfast – 7:00-11:00 am 
July 24 - Blue Moon karaoke – 8:00 pm – 1:00 am 
July 25 - Bad Habit Band – 8:00 pm – midnight 
July 26 - Country Jam with Mikey Fuss – 2:00 – 6:00 pm 
July 28 - Legion Dinner – 6:30 pm 
August 1 - Blue Moon karaoke – 8:00 pm – 1:00 am 
August 9 - District 3 picnic – Norse Park – noon  
August 12 - Culver’s Day – 4:00 – 8:00 pm 

August 15 - Blue Moon karaoke – 8:00 pm – 1:00 am 
August 16 - Legion Breakfast – 7:00-11:00 am 
August 23 - Country Jam with Mikey Fuss – 2:00 – 6:00 pm 
August 25 - Legion Dinner – 6:30 pm 
August 28 -  Blue Moon karaoke – 8:00 pm – 1:00 am 

CALENDER OF EVENTS 

CHAPLAIN’S CORNER 

 

Event Pricing 

Post Dinner: 6:30 pm $11.00 

 
Breakfast: 7:00-11:00 am 

 $8.00 adults, $4.00 children 

If you know of anyone who is hospitalized, or in 
need, please contact Rich Fries at 608.273.8758. 

 

Hall Rentals 
 

Call Julie Nygaard at 608.333.9577 

 

 

 

For upcoming Legion entertainment, call the Post 
at 205.9090 for a recorded message. 

 President continued from page 1 
 

Each ticket we sell is important. So even if the 
contents of the basket are not exactly something you 
need or want, please remember that it’s the thought 
that counts.  
  Mark your calendar for Wednesday, August 12.   
The Auxiliary ladies will be serving dinner at 
CULVER’S from 4:00 to 8:00 pm. Culver’s donates a 
portion of the proceeds that day to our Unit. Please 
show your support and appreciation to Culvers by 
coming out for dinner or ice cream.  
  Our next meeting is Monday, August 17 at 7:00 pm. 
Hope to see you there.  
 
Lisa Olson  
Auxiliary President   
 waucoman@hotmail.com 
   

                                                    
  
 

 

  A little boy who had just moved went with his 
family to their new church for the first time. The 
church was just a block from their house. On the 
way back from the church he said “Boy, we sure 
are lucky to live in the same neighborhood as 
God.” The bible tells us something even better. 
We not only live in the same neighborhood as 
God, we live in the same house of God. For the 
whole earth is God’s and where ever we are we 
are in God’s house.  God is present in each of 
our lives and we never have to face any 
experience alone. 
 

Commander continued from page 1 
 

It seems there is always something to replace or fix 
at the Post. Thanks to the grants, we are able to do 
all these things. 
  We have a new cook on Friday night fish fry. He is 
doing quite well in the kitchen. Come and try it out 
and give us your opinion. We appreciate any 
suggestions to better serve the public. Also, 
remember the meat raffle on Saturday at 2:00 and 
jam session every 4th Sunday. 
  Thank you to all the volunteers at our Post, 
 
Commander Sonny 

 

Large Display Case 
 
  In the case is a book about the 32nd Division of 
which Stoughton was a part. What a Division and we 
should be proud of them and for what they 
accomplished in the Pacific during WWII! 
  Company 1 started with mostly Stoughton men and 
boys. After the first battle the replacements started 
coming from all over the U.S. 
  This book came from the “Marv” Thorson family and 
in the display case are the ribbons and awards PFC 
Thorson earned. Though it shows only one Purple 
Heart, he received two and fought from Papua New 
Guinea to the liberation of the Philippines. He earned 
five Bronze Stars—the first in New Guinea and the 
last in the Philippines. 
  In the middle of this display is a typed paper that 
lists some of the 1st of the 32nd Division. 
 
Submitted by Steve Grady 

tel:608-273-8758
tel:608-333-9577
mailto:waucoman@hotmail.com
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Real People with Real Needs 
 One Answer May Be: 

DRYHOOTCH - MADISON 
 

 
 

 
Peer Support is the basis for everything we do at 

Dryhootch. The brothers and sisters that had your back 
while in service are now here at Dryhootch, providing 

you with that same support in "the real world." They can 
give advice on benefits, explain how they made the 

transition back, or just be a buddy that can finish your 
sentences. It is behind everything we do here. 
 

Readjustment Returning from Combat: It’s normal to 

feel confused, depressed, and alone when returning 

“home”. Our veteran peers, who have been in your 
boots, can show you how to adjust to a place you've 

been away from for a while. 
 

Resources: There is a wide range of services available 

to veterans and their families. But where to find them; 

how to file? Ask the team at Dryhootch to show you the 
way. We partner with a large range of agencies who 

have great programs. Ask us to hook you up. 
 

Employment: We don't throw a computer at you and 

leave you on your own. We work with you alongside our 

peer vet to build your resume & skill sets. And we team 
up to find the employer and career you desire. 
 
Legal Help: Whether it's family, law, or a criminal case, 

bad things happen to good people. Dryhootch can 
provide you and your family with help in getting back the 

life you envisioned. 
 

Families: You don't have to be alone. Family peers can 

help you find and understand the programs you may be 

looking for. 
 

Addiction: Unfortunately, addiction is all too often a 

reality for those who served, have PTSD, or are a 

stressed family member. Dryhootch has numerous 

groups that can address your issues respectfully. 
 

Music, Art, Writing: Dryhootch brings in actors, artists, 

and great music with instructions on guitar or banjo to 

help you loosen up, have some fun, and heal a little! 
 

And Great Coffee: Dryhootch provides a great social 

space where veterans, their family, and the community 

can gather to share conversation, offer help, and relax 
over a great cup of coffee, tea, and more. Try our Marine 

Mud, Navy Destroyer, Special Forces Bold, VA 
Transfusion...you get the hint. 

 
Dryhootch – Madison can use our help in moving 

closer the VA Hospital. If you can help in any way, 
please contact me at Waucoman@gmail.com or through 

VFW Post 328. 
Thank you.  

Doug Olson (Aka Ole 48) 
 

          
AMERICAN LEGION AUXILIARY UNIT 59 

 

   CULVER’S DAY 

             
            Wednesday August 12th 
                      4:00 PM to 8:00 PM 

  
The Auxiliary Ladies will be serving you!  ☺ 

    Culvers donates a portion of their proceeds to our Unit.  
 

Please come & enjoy a delicious Culver’s meal and help 
support the Legion at the same time.   

 
SEE YOU THERE!  

 

                         

 
 

  District 3 Legion Picnic at Norse Park Sunday, August 9 at 
noon. All Legion, Auxiliary, and SAL members are invited to 
attend. It is a potluck meal (District commander brings the 
meat) that is followed by short meetings of the Legion and 
Auxiliary. This is a great way to meet our district officers who 
represent us at District and National events. 
 

mailto:Waucoman@gmail.com
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AMERICAN LEGION BAR 
803 N. Page St.  Stoughton, WI 

 

Open to the Public 
 

Bar open to serve you Wednesday - Sunday 
 

Wednesday & Thursday: 3:00 pm or later 
Friday: 3 – 10 pm or later 

Saturday: Noon – 10 pm or later 
Sunday: 11:30 am – 6 pm or later 

 
Wednesday Ladies Night 
$.50 off any Ladies drinks 

 
 

 
  

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Monthly Post Meeting Schedule 

  

Legion – 2nd Monday – 7:00 pm 
 
Auxiliary – 2nd Monday – 7:00 pm 
 
SAL – 2nd Wednesday – 7:00 pm 
 

Meetings are held at the Post. 
 

All members are encouraged to attend. 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Update on Veterans Memorial Park 
 

–On June 26, nine volunteers joined fund-raising co-
chairman, Randy Robertson, to conduct the 50/50 
raffle at the Oregon Speedway. The event netted 
over $1100 for the Park fund. 
–Following a presentation by Legion member, Tom 
Lunde, the Stoughton Conservation Club purchased 
the Air Force flag. Two days later, the Marine flag 
was purchased by the Bill Cress family. Now there is 
only one flag (Coast Guard) remaining to be sold. 
–Purchases of the pavers continue to perk along. The 
information booth at Pick n Save, under the 
leadership of Duane Broughton, open every Saturday 
and Sunday morning , is well attended and generates 
much interest in the Park.  Donations at the booth 
total just over $2,000 to date. 
–Sonny Swangstu, chairman of the construction 
committee, reports that the soil testing at the Park 
should be completed by late July in preparation for 
setting the footings later this year. Those of you 
contemplating purchasing a bench or a paver are 
encouraged to do so in the near future, as expenses 
will start to build once work is started at the Park. 
–Rodger Hansen and Bud Erickson gave a 
presentation to the Sons of Norway lodge members 
and their guests on July 8. Lodge members in 
attendance donated $250 toward the Memorial fund. 

--The Vidalia onion committee donated $2,000 of the 
proceeds from the onion sales to the Park fund. 
             
 Big Fund-raiser at the VFW on Saturday, August 8 
 
  Vick Duesel, Pat Nowlin  and Jean Torgeson and the 
rest of the VFW members  are hard at work organizing 
and planning the fund -raiser set for August 8 at the 
VFW. This could be a big one, sponsored solely by the 
Veterans of Foreign Wars Post 328. Events will start at 
11:00 and run until 5:00. Bring your family, friends, and 
neighbors to have some fun and support this fund- 
raising effort for the Veterans Memorial Park.  
 
Submitted by Bud Erickson 
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We take care 

of every detail. 
 

 

 

 

 
 

We’re Here for You. 
 

West Madison  East Madison 

Middleton  Sun Prairie  Waunakee 

McFarland  Stoughton  Deerfield 

 
www.CressFuneralService.com 

 

 

 Local Representative 
Stoughton &  
Surrounding Area 

 

 

 

Myron Sime 
              Consultant 
Res. (608) 873-9290 

ARCHIE MONUMENTS INC 
                   Since 1865 

 

P.O. Box 10 
Watertown, WI 53094 

Main Office/Showroom 
2 Miles South of  
Watertown on Hwy. 26 
1-800-242-9519 

 

 

 

 

Friend of the Legion, Sponsor of the Month 
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Swiss Steak 
July 28, 6:30 pm 
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