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Greetings, 
 
  Happy and Healthy New 
Year to all of you!  We had a 
wonderful New Year’s party at 
the Post and everyone 
enjoyed it. Huge thank you to 
Larry Johnson and his band 
and to everyone that fixed 
food, served, and cleaned up. 
We had a full house! Larry 
has worked hard in getting 
good bands to come and it 
has been very beneficial for 
the Post.  

  I guess we can’t complain too 
much about the weather as we 
finally got some moisture for the 
farmers and we had a white 
Christmas. Hopefully some of 
the flu germs froze out also. 
  We are starting with the hall 
floor on January 14. It will be all 
laminated flooring which will 
give us more dancing room and 
also be more sanitary as far as 
keeping it clean. The rest of the 
work will be done after the Post 
dinner on January 22. If anyone 
is available on the 23rd to give 
a hand at moving small things 
around, we would appreciate it. 
  We need some extensive 
cleaning done in the kitchen 
with regard to oven cleaning, 
wiping down shelves, tables, 

carts, sinks, etc. Please, get 
together and call some 
members. We need more help 
and can’t expect a very few to 
keep doing this. If you enjoy 
coming to our dinners and 
other functions, please 
consider helping us keep 
things clean. 
  Pat Nowlin, Steve Grady, and 
I went around to the nursing 
homes with cards and 
packages of Xmas cookies for 
the Veterans living there. It 
was nice to visit with those 
who could and they 
surprisingly remembered quite 
a lot about their service days 
considering their ages. How 
remarkable!   
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Hello American Legion Family, 
 
  Hope everyone had a Merry Christmas 
with their family. What a snow storm we 
had before Christmas! Hope we don’t 
have another one like that for a few years 
or before Nick and I get move to 
somewhere someone else can do the 
shoveling.  
  The Auxiliary doesn’t have much 
planned for the New Year as yet. The 
Auxiliary Board will be getting together 
and plan some events for the year. 
  I want to thank everyone, again, who 
helped with the lefsa making and selling. 

We sold all of it without any problem. 
  I am sorry to say that we lost another 
one of our devoted Auxiliary members, 
Lori Redepenning. She was a past-
president of the Auxiliary and a very 
influential member. She put up a hard 
fight through her illness which she 
couldn’t overcome. She always had smile 
for everyone and had a positive attitude. 
May she rest in peace. My prayers of 
comfort go out to the family. She will be 
missed. 
  Some of the members and friends are 
getting together at the Post to play 
euchre. We had a meeting January 9 to 
see how many are interested in playing 
and to work out the details. I will have 
more in the next newsletter. Men are 
invited to play too. 
  There will be a raffle after the next 
breakfast, January 20. It will be a movie 
and pizza at the Cinema downtown. 
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January 20 - Legion Breakfast 
  7:00 – 11:00 am 
January 22 - Legion Dinner – 6:30 pm 
February 2- Blue Moon Karaoke 
  8:00 pm – 11:00 pm 
February 10 - OK Band - 3:00 pm – 6:00 pm 
February 12- Honor Flight Comedy Show 
  Monona Terrace – 7:30 pm 
February 17 - Legion Breakfast 
  7:00 – 11:00 am 
February 18 - President’s Day 
February 26 - Legion Dinner – 6:30 pm 

CALENDER OF EVENTS 

CHAPLAIN’S CORNER 

 

If you know of anyone who is hospitalized, or in need,  
please contact Rich Fries at 608.273.8758. 

 

 

 

Event Pricing 

Post Dinner: 6:30 pm $11.00 
 

Breakfast: 7:00-11:00 am 

 $8.00 adults, $4.00 children 

Three things are necessary for the salvation of 
man: to know what he ought to believe; to 
know what he ought to desire; and to know 
what he ought to do. 
 
Thomas Aquinas 
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For those Veterans that could not communicate it 
was rather emotional. 
  The Post also sent out 10 care packages to those 
in service overseas from this area. The packages 
were very much appreciated and were shared with 
others. They thanked us for remembering them as 
they served our country. 
  I received an anonymous letter last week. It stated 
that my officers and I where spending too much 
money and are trying to break the Post. The 
approvals for the money being spent has gone 
through the executive meetings and brought to the 
monthly Post meetings. I wish the person who wrote 
this letter would come to our monthly meetings and 
become informed on what is going on. We have not 
spent one dollar of the Post’s money for any of the 
remodeling. With regard to the Grant and Inherited 
funds, they came about through my acquaintances. I 
would appreciate any further letters sent to me be 
signed so I can address your issues directly. 
 
Thank you, 
 
Commander Sonny 
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 I want to thank the Rotary Club, Lioness, and an 
anonymous donator for donations to Badger 
Girls State. The Auxiliary will also be 
contributing. We plan to send four girls to Badger 
Girls State this year. Thanks again. 
  Have a healthy and happy New Year! 
 
President Marlene  

 

Hall Rentals 
 

Call Julie Nygaard at 608.333.9577 

 

 

tel:608-273-8758
tel:608-333-9577
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CARE Packages Sent to Overseas Service Men 
and Women 

 
  On December 8, 2012, a small group of Legion 
members packed and addressed CARE packages for 
Stoughton area service men and women currently 
stationed overseas. Some of the contents of the 
packages were donated by Stoughton area residents. 
The rest were purchased locally by Linda Swangstu. 
  Packages were sent to the following: Sgt. Robin Baker, 
Chief Petty Officer Christian Entwistle, Douglas 
Jacobson, Sgt. Robert Kitelinger, John Mickowski, Cpl. 
Nickolas Miller, Cpl. Thomas Staats, Eric Stacey, Nathan 
Wilson, and Pfc. Jason Vike. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Pictured above is the Legion team who packaged and mailed the 
CARE packages. Left to right: Dennis Rodenkirch, Larry Johnson, Bud 
Erickson, Cliff Maerz, and Sonny Swangstu. 

 

 

  

Unit 59 Auxiliary Membership Update 

    THANK YOU to all Auxiliary members who have paid 
their 2013 Dues!   We now have a total of 122 members 
and 116 have paid their dues!  
  In order to reach our 100% goal this year which is set 
for us by Department, we need to have 122 PAID 
Members.  We would like to see our unit get to 100% 
this year. We are at 95% right now!  We only need six 
more members to renew or join to achieve our goal.  
  A BIG WELCOME to our new members who have 
joined our ranks within the last year:   Charlotte Heitke, 
Becca Adler, Kari Hauger, Linda Schmidt, and Mary 
Patrinos.    
  Unfortunately, during the past year we have lost five of 
our members. Please remember Kay Voigt, Suzanne 
Ramsden, Kathy Christopherson, Kathy Teigen, and Lori 
Redepenning  in your prayers.  
  A number of our members have reached a milestone 
membership year!   
We would like to recognize and thank them for their 
continuous years of membership and contributions to our 
auxiliary.  

  10 Years:  Britni Cohen-Wichner, Seanna Curran, 
Leslie Ellingson, Evelyn Kahl, Becky Liddicoat, Christi 
Lloyd, Traci Lloyd, Suzanne Nyhagen, Lisa Olson, Joyce 
Ross, Jill (Christopherson) Swangstu, and Lorrayne 
Thompson. 

  15 Years:  Pat Christensen, Doris Helmke, Patricia 
Holtan, Elvera Phelps, and Sharon Silbaugh.  

  25 Years:  Evonne Nelson 

50 ears:  Rita Sperry 
  

 If you or anyone you know would be interested in joining 
our Auxiliary please feel free to call me or contact any 
member for more information. Application forms can be 
found in the pamphlet rack by the front door. 

Lisa Olson   
Auxiliary Membership Chairperson  
608.873.8924 

 

Greetings! 
  We have a small company called 'HEARTLAND COMEDY 
EXPRESS’, which was put together for the purpose of raising 
funds and awareness for our Military Veterans and their 
causes. For over a year now we have focusing on putting on 
comedy shows raising money for the HONOR FLIGHTS. On 
February 12, 2013 we will be putting on a show at Monona 
Terrace Convention Center in Madison Wisconsin at 7:30 pm. 
This is a very special show as National Headliner Mark Klein 
will be joining us making it a fantastic evening of fun and 
laughter. Mark performs at corporate events is well known in 
comedy venues and on cruise ships around the world. 
  We need your help in getting the word out so that we 
can fill the house up and raise as much money as we can 
for the 'Badger Honor Flights' of Wisconsin 
  On page 6 of this newsletter is a poster advertising the 
event. 
  If you would like further information, we will come to Post 59 
and speak to you, or please feel free to contact us. 
 
Tom Vinje 
DJTommyV@Rocketmail.com 
920-973-5560 
 

http://mc/compose?to=HeartlandComedyExpress@Rocketmail.com
tel:920-973-5560
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AMERICAN LEGION BAR 
803 N. Page St.  Stoughton, WI 

 

Open to the Public 
 

Bar open to serve you Wednesday - Sunday 
 

Wednesday & Thursday: 3:00 pm or later 
Friday: 3 – 10 pm or later 

Saturday: Noon – 10 pm or later 
Sunday: 11:30 am – 6 pm or later 

 
Wednesday Ladies Night 
$.50 off any Ladies drinks 

 
 

 
  

Please renew your membership now if you haven't yet. 
 
 
           Thanks,  
           Dennis Rodenkirch 
           608.438.8768 

 

Letter of Thanks 
 
  Commander Sonny: We would like to thank 
American Legion Post 59 for the use of the kitchen 
area to cook our meals for the Christmas dinner. 
Also, many thanks for all the help from Legion 
members during the days of preparation. Without 
them we could not have had the turnout that we did. 
We need to thank the ladies of the auxiliary who 
made the desserts and salads. They did a great job! 
Thanks to all the volunteers who helped on 
Christmas day that made our dinner a great success. 
Thanks again to everyone. 
 
Mike Griggs 
Christmas Dinner Committee 
 
 
 

New Year’s Eve Party at the Legion 

 
  Thank you to all the people that contributed their 
services to make this year’s New Year’s Eve party a 
success. Legion members, SAL members, and the 
Auxiliary all helped. Food, party favors, and snacks, 
champagne, and music all were part of the celebration. 
  Ray Dzieciol was in charge of the food, (barbecues 
and chili), which he prepared, cooked, and served. 
Linda Swangstu was responsible for the snacks and 
party favors. At the bar, Dan Call and Julie Nygaard 
served up the drinks. Other members and helpers 
were Jim and Ginny Hansen, Rita Sperry, Lynn and 
Robin Robertson, Colleen Mellert, Alice and John 
Kallias, and Jeff Gassen, The Northern Lights Band 
provided music from 8 PM till 1 AM. (I apologize if I 
missed any helper.) 
   It was one of the better turnouts for a New Year’s 
Eve party we have had at the Post. It was terrific to 
see a lot of familiar faces. 
  A reminder to all members: to find out what band is 
playing for a coming up Saturday night just call 608.  
205.9090, it should be on the recording or in 
Thursday’s State Journal. It will be listed in the 
calendar section or just check out the Stoughton 
Shopper on Wednesday. 
 
Larry Johnson 
 
 

 

 

  

tel:608-438-8768
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THE STRAIT SKINNY 

  Upon perusing last month’s missive of military 
mediocrity, an alert reader (Translation – we believe 
he has a pulse) noted that NERDS (Non-descript 
Expeditionary Reserve Detachments) is a nation-
wide organization which is capably supported by local 
or regional units. Among these is the Air Force wing 
out of Boston, MA (BERDS) along with that crack 
culinary corps from Kenosha, WI (KERDS). Also, 
providing the military’s “meat and potatoes “ is the 
Helena, MT outfit (HERDS) and bringing up the rear 
(so to speak), is the military propaganda and 
intelligence group from the great state of Texas ……. 

  Oh, we almost overlooked those clandestine units 
out of Washington, D.C. (WERDS) whose missions 
are so secret that even they don’t know what they’re 
doing. Imagine that. 

  As some of you may remember from last month 
(and more of you could care less) we featured tidbits 
from Army publications. In keeping with tradition, we 
will now feature assorted items, courtesy of the Air 
Force. So, “off we go into the wild blue yonder”: 

 

'It is generally inadvisable to eject over the 
area you just bombed' 
- U.S. Air Force Manual 

 

'You've never been lost until you've been lost 
at Mach 3.' 
- Paul F. Crickmore (test pilot) 

 

'When one engine fails on a twin-engine 
airplane, you always have enough power left 
to get you to the scene of the crash.' 

 

'Cluster bombing from B-52s is very, very 
accurate. The bombs are guaranteed always 
to hit the ground.' - USAF Ammo Troop 

 

'Without ammunition, the USAF would be just 
another expensive flying club.' 

 

'The Piper Cub is the safest airplane in the 
world; it can just barely kill you.' 
- Attributed to Max Stanley (Northrop test 
pilot) 

 

'The only time you have too much fuel is 
when you're on fire.' - Anon 

 

'Never fly in the same cockpit with someone 
braver than you.' - Anon 

 

'You know that your landing gear is up and 
locked when it takes full power to taxi to the 
terminal.' 

 

  So until next time, all you “Air Heads” keep your 
flaps up, your landing gear locked, and try not to field 
test your crash helmet. 

  And yes, Strait is still spelled that way - on purpose.
       

 

“Ole” 
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Friend of the Legion, Sponsor of the Month 

 

 Local Representative 
Stoughton &  
Surrounding Area 

 

 

 

Myron Sime 
              Consultant 
Res. (608) 873-9290 

ARCHIE MONUMENTS INC 
                   Since 1865 

 

P.O. Box 10 
Watertown, WI 53094 

Main Office/Showroom 
2 Miles South of  
Watertown on Hwy. 26 
1-800-242-9519 

 

Laurie Dybevik – Pre-Planning 

Jodi Corbit, Jim Dupor, Pete Gunderson 

Dale Holzhuter, Mike Smits – Funeral Directors 

Paul Selbo, Herb Gundlach 

Larry & Sharon Ambrose – Service Assistants 
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Swiss Steak 
January 22, 6:30 PM 
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                              DEADLINE FOR ARTICLES THE 8TH OF EACH MONTH 
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                         Editors Cliff Maerz  and Tim Carter: C_Maerz@msn.com                               


