
every month we need help 

clearing tables, washing them 

off and vacuuming the floor.  

These are light jobs to assist 

with and by volunteering it goes 

a lot faster with many hands.  

Remember, this is our Post, it’s 

what we spent months on re-

modeling, and we have regular 

maintenance on our home just 

like you do yours.  We need 

everyone’s help so we can 

stand tall and be proud of what 

we have. 

    Our Post sponsors the Ven-

ture Crew, an off-shoot for the 

Boy Scouts.  They are organiz-

ing a food drive and will be 

placing a barrel for donations 

at our Post.  When you do some 

of your grocery shopping or 

clean out your cupboard, why 

not drop a few items of dry 

goods in their barrel the next 

time you stop in.  They want to 

pick them up by April 25. 

 

 Commander Bill 

 

     What a great turnout for 

our last ―Jam Session‖ on 

April 5, our Post was 

packed!  Great music, re-

freshments and food, you 

couldn’t ask for a better way 

to spend an afternoon. We 

had a total of 15 talented 

musicians playing.  A huge 

THANK YOU to everyone! 

     Due to the enthusiastic 

interest in history, Bud 

Erickson has been instru-

mental in a very successful 

project, two show cases to 

display military memorabilia 

and Purple Heart recipients 

at our Post.  Last year Bud, 

Lori and I submitted a grant 

to the Dane County Cultural 

Center with detailed infor-

mation about this project 

and we received $4,000.00!  

Our homework consisted of 

road trips to various Posts 

to view their displays and 

get ideas for design, size 

and contents.  Thanks to 

Sonny Swangstu and Duane 

Broughton for their expertise 

and dedication, our two cases 

have been completed.  Ken Stel-

zer put on the finishing touches, 

track lighting, to show off our 

treasures-JOB WELL DONE!! 

   Have you looked at our Post’s 

website yet, www.post59,org ?  

THANKS to Jay Damkoehler and 

Dennis Rodenkirch it is up and 

ready.  Dennis is anxious for 

feedback and open for sugges-

tions as what to put on our site.  

You can reach him with your 

comments by email at 

rc0295@yahoo.com . 

   Spring is here and time to 

―clean‖ after a long, cold winter 

(at least for some of us it was 

cold!).  We will need some assis-

tance from you ladies and gen-

tlemen to make the jobs go 

quicker, so when we discuss 

setting a date, I hope you will be 

able to find an hour or more to 

work some of those muscles!  I’d 

like to get everything spruced up 

before summer gets here and 

everyone will be going on their 

vacations.  I will announce the 

date at the dinner. 

  Another function we need help-

ing hands is at our dinners.  At 

times we could use servers and 
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The word is getting out regarding our hall rental.  We have had fu-

nerals, a music jam session, Christmas and birthday parties.  We 

now have a portable dance floor as well.  We are now getting wed-

ding receptions and anniversary bookings also. How about those 

family and class reunions coming up this summer?  Book your 

dates now before our calendar gets full. We have a wonderful 

kitchen and bar.  We can hold approximately 15O people in our 

dining area. For more information, contact Linda Swangstu at 608-

873-9428 or 608-577-7428. 

LEGION HALL AVALIABLE  

FOR RENTALS 

PICK AND SAVE ADVANTAGE 

CARD 
 
 There have been some questions about 

the transfer of the American Legion account num-

ber from the old card to the new Roundy’s Reward 

card. When you get your new (Black Card) it might 

be advisable to check at the service desk and con-

firm that our account number has been trans-

ferred to the new card. The account number for 

the legion is 026625. This will insure that 1% of 

your purchases will be credited to the legion.  

 If you are not already a participant in this 

plan, please sign up. Just go to the service desk 

and show them your card. The legion appreciates 

your help and it doesn’t cost you anything. Re-

member our account number is 026625.   

ASK NOT WHAT YOUR POST CAN DO FOR YOU, 

ASK WHAT YOU CAN DO FOR YOUR POST!  

                                                         Wayne Christensen 

 The American Legion is the nations larg-

est Veterans Organization at 2.6 million 

members. We have people who lobby 

congress in Washington as well as at the 

state and local levels, to ensure the 

benefits of past, present and future vet-

erans are address. 

 The strength of any origination espe-

cially ours  lays in the commitment and 

activities of the Post. 

  Our post is strong and successful be-

cause of volunteers.  We have the Honor 

Guard, cooks and servers for  breakfast 

and diners, Memorial Day programs and 

many more. 

  But where you can do the most for our 

post and have a positive impact is volun-

teering to serve as a post officer. June is 

when we elect next years officers and all 

terms are for one year.  

Any and all offices are open if you are 

interested contact Commander Bill. In 

fact more than one person may run 

for any one office, competition is not 

a bad thing. 

  The following is a brief description of 

some offices: 

Commander– Is in charge of the 

monthly meetings and is charged with 

over seeing the general operation of 

the post. 

1st Vice Commander– Main function 

is membership, chairs meetings when 

commander is not present. 

2nd  Vice Commander—Main function 

is to direct the Badger Boys State 

program. 

3rd Vice Commander– Main function 

to over see the County Government 

Day program. 

Adjutant– Is the recording secretary 

at meetings, insures all forms and 

reports are signed and turned in. 

 

Finance Officer– Pays the bills of 

the post and keeps track of all 

finances. 

 Please consider serving, new peo-

ple bring new and fresh ideas that 

make an organization grow. Non of 

these are positions for life. Some 

of our officers have held positions 

because no one else will consider 

running. 

  We have one of the most active 

posts in the County or for that mat-

ter the 3rd District. Take the 

plunge and a more active roll be-

come an officer you  won’t regret 

it. 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

   1 2 3 4 

5 6 7 8 9 10Fish Fry at 

Waunakee 5-8 
11Breakfast 

Post 501 7-11 

12 13Post Meeting 

at 7PM 
14 15 16 17Fish Fry at 

Post 481 
18 

19Post Breakfast 

7-Noon 
20 21 22 23 24 253RD Dist  Spring 

Conf. Cross Plains 

26 27 28Post dinner 7 

PM   
29 30County Meet-

ing @ Verona 7:30 
  

April 2009 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

     1 2 

3 4 5 6 7 8 9Breakfast Post 

501 7-11 

10 11Post Meeting at 

7PM 
12 13 14 15Fish Fry at 

Post 481 
16Syttende Mai 

17Post Breakfast 

7-Noon 
18 19 20 21 22 23 

24 25Memorial 

Day 

26Post dinner 7 

PM   
27 28County Meet-

ing @ Cross Plains 

29 30 

31       

May 2009 
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  Not a whole lot to report this 

month.  

     We are currently at 331 

members, which puts us at 

113%.  This is just super. We are 

tops in the in the district for post 

over 200. Our challenge is still 

safe, but there are some posts 

out there that have a chance to 

make us pay. 

  Dane county is at 98.24%. and 

the 3rd District is in second place 

at 94.32%. They can use our 

help as we try to get Leo elected 

to State Commander. 

  It’s never to late to recruit. 

 

Thanks for your help 

Archie Christensen, Membership 

Chairman. 

  

Membership Notes 

Hello everyone.   

  Here is the latest 

from the Legion Lounge. 

 Our phone line has been in-

stalled. The number is 608-205-9090. 

This will be a great improvement for 

security at our facility. 

  Unfortunately we had to use it 

to call 911 on the night of our county 

meeting when Mel Cohan had, what 

we found out later, was a heart condi-

tion. He was taken to the VA hospital, 

and I am glad to report that he is now 

recovering at his home. Here is wishing 

him a speedy recovery and look for-

ward to seeing him soon. 

 We also have begun to open 

at 3:00 P.M. on Wednesday. Mary Cop-

ley and Linda Swangstu will be the 

hosts for our Wednesday ―Ladies Day‖. 

All drinks will be 50 cents off, for the 

ladies, from 3:00 until 6:00. All you 

ladies come on down and join the 

Bar  

    Banter: 

group, and talk to your hearts content at our 

clean and quiet facility. 

 Don’t forget to check out our web 

site at ― Post59.org‖  and click on the link to 

Legion Lounge. It is very nice.  Special thanks 

to Dennis Rodenkirch for all the work that he 

has put in to make this web site what it is. 

 We can still use more bartenders. 

You can take the course on-line and we will 

pick up the cost for the training and for your 

license. The web site is 

www.servercertificationcorp.com. See Archie 

or Bill for the details. 

 We can still use more support from 

our members. The profits from the bar can go 

along way to support the post with our oper-

ating expenses. Come down, enjoy the com-

radeship and support your post. 

 

Until next month: Archie and Joe 

  

CHAPLAINS CORNER 

If you know of anyone who is hospitalized, or in need please contact Monte at 873-4020. 

   A stranger came by the other day with an offer that set me to thinking. He wanted to buy the old barn that sits out by the 

highway. I told him right off he was crazy. He was a city type, you could tell by his clothes, his car, his hands, and the way he 

talked. He said he was driving by and saw that beautiful barn sitting out in the tall grass and wanted to know if it was for sale. 

I told him he had a funny idea of beauty. Sure, it was a handsome building in its day, but then there had been a lot of winters 

pass with their snow and ice and howling wind. The summer sun beat down on that old barn till all the paint was gone, and 

the wood had turned silver gray. Now the old building leans a good deal, looking kind of tired. Yet, that fellow called it beauti-

ful. That got me to thinking. I walked out to the field and just stood there, gazing at that old barn. The stranger said he 

planned to use the lumber to line the walls of his den in a new country home he's building down the road. He said you couldn't 

get paint that beautiful. Only years of standing in the weather, bearing the storms and scorching sun, only that can produce 

beautiful barn wood. It came to me then,, We're a lot like that, you and I, Only it's on the inside that the beauty grows with us. 

Sure we turn silver gray too...and lean a bit more than we did when we were young and full of sap. But the Good Lord knows 

what He's doing. And as the years pass, He's busy using the hard weather of our lives, the dry spells and the stormy seasons, 

to do a job of beautifying our souls that nothing else can produce. And to think how often folks holler because they want life 

easy! They took the old barn down today and hauled it away to beautify a rich man's house. And I reckon some day you and I'll 

be hauled off to Heaven to take on whatever chores the Good Lord has for us on the Great Sky Ranch. And I suspect we'll be 

more beautiful then for the seasons we've been through here...and just maybe even add a bit of beauty to our Father's house. 

May there be peace within you today. May you trust God that you are exactly where you are meant to be. And..I do sincerely 

thank God for my wonderful friends and family who love me even though I show signs of weathering.   Let us keep in mind at 

this time all those in need, along with all Veteran's, especially those serving our Great Country at this time. 

 

         Old Barns & People                                        

A PERSPECTIVE ABOUT OLD BARNS 
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The Sack Lunches 
  

  I put my carry-on in the luggage com-

partment and sat down in my assigned 

seat.  It was going to be a long flight. 'I'm 

glad I have a good book to read.  Per-

haps I will get a short nap,' I thought.  

Just before take-off, a line of soldiers 

came down the aisle and filled all the 

vacant seats, totally surrounding me.  I 

decided to start a conversation.  'Where 

are you headed?' I asked the soldier 

seated nearest to me.  

' Chicago - to Great Lakes Base.  We'll be 

there for two weeks for special training, 

and then we're being deployed to Iraq '  

    After flying for about an hour, an an-

nouncement was made that sack 

lunches were available for five dollars.  It 

would be several hours before we 

reached Chicago , and I quickly decided 

a lunch would help pass the time.  

   As I reached for my wallet, I overheard 

soldier ask his buddy if he planned to 

buy lunch.  'No, that seems like a lot of 

money for just a sack lunch.  Probably 

wouldn't be worth five bucks.  I'll wait till 

we get to Chicago '  

His friend agreed.  

     I looked around at the other sol-

diers.  None were buying lunch.  I walked 

to the back of the plane and handed the 

flight attendant a fifty dollar bill.  'Take a 

lunch to all those soldiers.'  She grabbed 

my arms and squeezed tightly.  Her 

eyes wet with tears, she thanked 

me.  'My son was a soldier in Iraq ; it's 

almost like you are doing it for him.'  

Picking up ten sacks, she headed up 

the aisle to where the soldiers were 

seated.  She stopped at my seat and 

asked, 'Which do you like best - beef or 

chicken?'  

'Chicken,' I replied, wondering why she 

asked.  She turned and went to the 

front of plane, returning a minute later 

with a dinner plate from first 

class.  'This is your thanks.'  

After we finished eating, I went again 

to the back of the plane, heading for 

the rest room.  A man stopped me.  'I 

saw what you did.  I want to be part of 

it.  Here, take this.'  He handed me 

twenty-five dollars.  

       Soon after I returned to my seat, I 

saw the Flight Captain coming down 

the aisle, looking at the aisle numbers 

as he walked, I hoped he was not look-

ing for me, but noticed he was looking 

at the numbers only on my side of the 

plane.  When he got to my row he 

stopped, smiled, held out his hand, an 

said, 'I want to shake your hand.'  

Quickly unfastening my seatbelt I stood 

and took the Captain's hand.  With a 

booming voice he said, 'I was a soldier 

and I was a military pilot.  Once, some-

one bought me a lunch.  It was an act 

of kindness I never forgot.'  I was em-

barrassed when applause was heard 

from all of the passengers.  

Later I walked to the front of the plane 

so I could stretch my legs.  A man who 

was seated about six rows in front of 

me reached out his hand, wanting to 

shake mine.  He left another twenty-

five dollars in my palm.  

      When we landed in Chicago I gath-

ered my belongings and started to de-

plane.  Waiting just inside the airplane 

door was a man who stopped me, put 

something in my shirt pocket, turned, 

and walked away without saying a 

word.  Another twenty-five dollars!  

Upon entering the terminal, I saw the 

soldiers gathering for their trip to the 

base.  I walked over to them and 

handed them seventy-five dollars.  'It 

will take you some time to reach the 

base. It will be about time for a sand-

wich.  God Bless You.'  

     Ten young men left that flight feel-

ing the love and respect of their fellow 

travelers.  As I walked briskly to my car, 

I whispered a prayer for their safe re-

turn.  These soldiers were giving their 

all for our country.  I could only give 

them a couple of meals.  

It seemed so little... 

  

(How can you 'buy a sack lunch' to-

day?) 

  

God Bless Our Troops  

Dear Mr. President,    

  Let’s fix the economy the easy way. 

There are about forty million people 

over fifty in the work force today. Pay 

them $1 million each severance with 

three stipulations:    

 1) They leave their jobs for at least 

five years. Forty million job openings - 

Unemployment fixed.  

2) They buy NEW American cars. Forty 

million cars ordered - Auto Industry 

fixed.  

3) They either buy a house or pay off 

their mortgage - Housing Crisis fixed.    

Most national financial problems 

fixed!!!    
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New Memorabilia Display Case 

 American Legion Post 59 has a beautiful new 

display case, built by Sonny Swangstu and 

Duane Broughton. It will house military arti-

facts and will be visible for public view. 

 The list of items to be displayed include the 

following: 

Uniforms—(trousers only) and caps 

Helmets—(foreign and U.S.) 

Swords 

Bayonets 

Hand Grenades 

Medals and Ribbons 

Canteens 

 Mess kits 

Back Packs 

Battle Flags and Maps 

War Department Telegrams 

Photos and pictures will be in an album, but 

displayed elsewhere. 

 

Each item will be identified by donor and 

tagged with a small mailing type label. 

 

Duplicate donated items will be stored in cabi-

nets below the display case and rotated from 

time to time 

 

Contact Bud Erickson (873-5395), Linda 

Swangstu (873-9428) or call the Post at 205-

9090 

 

We rarely get a chance to see another country's editorial about the USA .  

       

  Read this excerpt from a Romanian Newspaper. The article was written by 

Mr. Cornel Nistorescu  after 911 and published under the title 'C'ntarea 

Americii, meaning 'Ode To America ' in the Romanian newspaper Eveniment 

ulzilei 'The Daily Event' or 'News of the Day' 

 

~An Ode to America ~ 

    Why are Americans so united?  They would not resemble one another 

even if you painted them all one color!  They speak all the languages of the 

world and form an astonishing mixture of civilizations and religious beliefs.  

 

Still, the American tragedy turned three hundred million people into a hand 

put on the heart. 

 

    Nobody rushed to accuse the White House, the Army, or the Secret Ser-

vice that they are only a bunch of losers.  Nobody rushed to empty their 

bank accounts.  Nobody rushed out onto the streets nearby to gape 

about.  Instead the Americans volunteered to donate blood and to give a 

helping hand. 

 

    After the first moments of panic, they raised their flag over the smoking 

ruins, putting on T-shirts, caps and ties in the colors of the national flag. 

They placed flags on buildings and cars as if in every place and on every 

car a government official or the president was passing. On every occasion, 

they started singing: ' God Bless America !'  

  

  I watched the live broadcast and rerun after rerun for hours listening to 

the story of the guy who went down one hundred floors with a woman in a 

wheelchair without knowing who she was, or of the Californian hockey 

player, who gave his life fighting with the terrorists and prevented the plane 

from hitting a target that could have killed other hundreds or thousands of 

people. 

 

  How on earth were they able to respond united as one human be-

ing?  Imperceptibly, with every word and musical note, the memory of some 

turned into a modern myth of tragic heroes. And with every phone call, mil-

lions and millions of dollars were put into a collection aimed at rewarding 

not a man or a family, but a spirit, which no money can buy.  

 

 What on earth can unite the Americans in such a way?  

 

Their land?  Their history? Their economic 

Power?  Money?  I tried for hours to find an answer, humming songs and 

murmuring phrases with the risk of sounding commonplace, I thought 

things over, I reached but only one conclusion... Only freedom can work 

such miracles.  

 

Cornel Nistorescu 

 

 It took a person on the outside - looking in - to see what we  take for 

granted !    GOD BLESS AMERICA   ! !  AMEN!!!!  

911, A Foreign Perspective 
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Vet erans $ 8 .0 0  Monday 10-6:30 

Tuesday 10-6:30 

Wednesday-Closed  

Thursday 10-6:30 

Friday 9-3 

Saturday 9-1 

Sunday Closed 

“SENIOR DISCOUNTS” 

WHERE ALL YOUR RENTAL 

NEEDS ARE MET  

425 S. 4th Street 

    Local Representatives                                                                           Dale Wetzl 

    Waterloo, Marshall                                                                   Memorial Counseling 

    Sun Prairie &                                                                            Res. (920) 478-3667 

    Surrounding Areas                                                                      1-800-242-9519 

ARCHIE MONUMENTS,INC. 
Since 1865 

26 Different Monuments on Special Monthly 

Large Indoor/Outdoor Display 2 Miles South of Watertown on Hwy 26 

Your Local Contact Myron Sime  608-873-9290 
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Zen for Those Who Take Life Too Seriously: 
I just got lost in thought. It wasn't familiar territory. 


